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Welcome to a new school year! 
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We hope everyone has had a refreshing 
summer break and is raring to go! 
Restrictions within school have eased 
and at last there’s a real sense of things 
returning to ‘normal’ again.                         
It’s been lovely to welcome all the 
children back and our start has been 
very smooth and settled; it is great to see 
everyone smiling and so happy to be 
here.                                                                                                                                   
Our new classes of Primary Ones are 
setting quickly together and are being 
looked after very well by their Big 
Buddies in P7 in the lunch hall and 
playground.                                             
We also welcomed some other new 
children into other classes in the school 
alongside some new staff members.      
It’s great to have you join the Hermi Hive!                               

We wish everyone a great year ahead as 
we grow and develop and enjoy learning 
together.                                                 
Please read the details in this Bulletin 
carefully as it will give you important 
information for this new school year 
ahead.  

 

 

Health and Safety 
It’s vitally important that everyone cooperates regarding 
parking on the roads at our entrance gates. We have 
such a busy school with large numbers of children 
entering and exiting and parked cars cause a real 
hazard.                                                                                  
NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags either at 
the main gates or around the Parklands school exit. The 
whole area at the front of the school and up Grant 
Street should also remain clear. We are in direct contact 
with law enforcement officials on this issue and very 
regular patrols are in operation. The school also report 
persistent offenders.                                                                                 
There may be times when you think ‘it doesn’t apply to 
me’ or ‘it’s only for a moment’, but it does apply to 
EVERYONE and it’s only when we all pay heed that a 
real difference will be made.                                                    
If you must use a vehicle, please park further away and 
walk the little extra distance.  We wish to ensure the 
safety of all our pupils as they enter and leave the 
school grounds.                                                                                 
It’s also very important that children are reminded to 
‘tag’ their teacher when they see their nominated adult 
before leaving promptly after.                                                       

 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 

  

Attendance 
With the changes in restrictions 
and guidance on COVID in 
society, please be aware that 
public health guidance does not 
require you to carry out LF tests 
on children if they are 
symptomatic. Instead sensible 
approaches should be taken if 
your child is feeling unwell. 
Please keep your child 
comfortable at home until they 
feel better and well enough to 
return.                                                    
After the disruption to schooling 
over the pandemic period it’s 
even more vital you do all you 
can to ensure your child is at 
school, on time, every day to 
enable their learning to progress. 
Please continue to use the 
Attendance Text Line to alert us 
of any absence or time needed 
for appointments during the 
school day. We require to 
record and report on absences 
and therefore a reason for 
absence is needed each time 
you notify us. 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 
29895  

Remember if anyone has been 
physically sick or have had 
episodes of diarrhoea they must 
not attend school until 48 hours 
have passed since the last 
episode. 
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Meet with the Teacher                                                    

Reporting to you on your children’s                                  
progress is a vital part of the work                                          
we do and through this coming year                                        
we have planned opportunities for that.                                    
The Pupil Planners contain three points for progress 
reports which will be used by staff to give regular updates 
on learning. We also ask you to comment there too. 

We are delighted to be able to open our doors up once 
again for parents and carers to meet with us, face to face, 
inside our building.                                                                    
The first such opportunity comes next week at our             
Meet the Teacher evening on Wednesday 14th September – 
an early informal opportunity to come along and make a 
connection with your child’s teacher for the year ahead, 
share some fun learning activities in the classes together 
and to get some additional information.                                                                          
To reduce the numbers at each session, we are inviting folk 
to attend at allocated House slot times, hopefully enabling 
a better experience amidst such a big and busy school.    
We do hope as many as possible will be able to come 
along to enjoy the evening. Information stands will also be 
available in the School Hall from the Parent Council, Police 
Scotland (Internet Safety) and our own Digital Leaders will 
be on hand to offer advice or help with Google Classroom. 

Our more formal Parent/Teacher Meetings are set for    
Term 2 and Term 4. On each occasion we offer 2 sessions 
for this and appointments can be booked through our 
online system nearer the time. 

 

 

 

If anything crops up 
out-with these dates, 
just pop a note in the 
planner, lift the phone 
or email; staff will do all 
they can to 
accommodate you. 

Wed 23rd Nov: 5.30-8.30pm          
Thurs 24th Nov: 3.30-6.30pm  

Wed 31st May: 5.30-8.30pm                             
Thurs 1st June: 3.30-6.30pm  

Book an appointment to meet at 
these Progress Meetings. 
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Communication                                     
Our Pupil Planers are expected back from the 
printers by the end of this month and we know 
this will go some way to help with 
communication. Please remember your best 
‘port of call’ is always to the School Office in 
the first instance, either by email or telephone. 
Messages will always be passed on and the 
most appropriate staff member will respond 
accordingly.                                                     
Messages from school come via Groupcall 
Expressions and remains our main method of 
communication. Please ensure the contact 
details we hold for you are correct as these 
messages come through as texts if you 
download the app or as emails direct to your 
inbox.                                                                         
As we develop our use of Google Classroom 
you will also see more progress your children 
are making through shared pieces of work. 
Homework will be posted via this platform and 
we ask for as much support as possible to 
engage in this vital aspect of learning in 
partnership with us. Please let us know if you’d 
like the loan of a device for this at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your New Parent Council                        
At last week’s AGM, a new Committee was 
elected and we look forward to the work 
they will do to support and enrich the life of 
the school.                                                        
Chair: Laura McAlpine                            
Secretary: Dayna McAlpine                 
Treasurer: Kristy Muir                                                
More detail of their plans for the year ahead 
will be shared, but I do hope you will get 
behind them and support what you can.  
The minutes of the AGM can be viewed on 
the school website where you can read 
reports of all the happenings.                           
Please also consider signing up for a 
Lottery number, it’s an easy way to offer 
financial support at the same time as being 
in with a chance to win! 
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 PE Uniform                                    
PE days have been shared with everyone via 
Expressions. If you are able, we ask that 
children come to school on PE days 
wearing: 

ü White (school) polo shirt 
ü Red (school) sweatshirt / jumper / 

cardigan 
ü Black joggers / leggings / shorts 
ü Trainers 

This affords a smarter, more cost effective and 
uniformed approach and we greatly                    
appreciate your efforts in                                   
providing this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 
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Harvest Giving 
Over recent years we have been able to give a 
generous donation to the local Foodbank at 
Harvest.                                                         
We would be very grateful if families could 
support this again by sending in tinned or dry 
goods during October which we can take to 
the Foodbank to support our local community 
at this time.                                                                                                                           

Many more people are using this facility as 
economic situations have been affected by 
this current cost of living crisis.                    

Children can pop their donations into the 
collecting basket located in the School Hall 
and our Charities Committee will drop off all 
collected goods at the end of the month when 
we return from our Autumn break.                                                        
Items the Foodbank are particularly in need of 
will be sent out via Expressions. 

 

Important Request! 

With a school as 
large as Hermitage 
Primary the volume 
of lost property 
can easily mount up.                                                                           

Please help us by ensuring that all 
personal items are clearly named so 
that we can reunite property with owners 
– and do feel free to pop in to re-claim 
any stray items from Lost Property in the 
Hall. 

 

School Improvement Priorities 
Our partnership together over the course of the 
pandemic has enabled us to evaluate our quality 
across the areas of our work and this, alongside 
staff and pupil feedback, has fed into the 
priorities we have identified for the year ahead. 

ü Home Learning 

ü Digital Technologies in Learning 

ü Writing 

ü STEM in learning 

ü Curriculum Refresh – IDLs 

ü Community Partnerships 

We have prepared a Summary Improvement Plan 
and this will be sent home via Expressions to all 
families. Paper copies are also available from the 
Office and the full paper has been published to 
our Website alongside our Standards and Quality 
Report for 2021-22. 

We’d also love to work further with as many of 
you as possible; partnerships have been proved 
to increase the achievement and attainment of 
pupils and we commend this to you all. Please let 
us know of any support you can offer, as the 
opportunities present themselves over the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P7 Poetry Slammers                                                                  
Interested P7s have been invited to take part in the 
exciting inter-schools Poetry Slam event at Perth 
Concert Hall on 5th October. As they prepare, they 
are working with a poet to create individual entries 
and a group piece, all of which will be performed in 
front of a live, voting audience in the performance 
space. We wish them luck and will report back on 
their success in October’s Newsletter… 
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Bikes / Scooters                                      
With the re-opening of the top gate on Grant 

Street we ask that all children coming to 

school on bikes and scooters use this one 

for entry and exit. It provides a wider access 
point and is away from the busy school 
entrance and car park.                                   
Infant children this applies to are then passed  
safely to waiting parents.                                                              
Can we also remind everyone that Grant 

Street is a one way street and should only be 
cycled ‘up’! 

 

Help in School                                                   
We have a number of volunteer opportunities 
open to parents and carers to assist with 
regular school activities and we’d love to hear 
from you if you can help out. We are currently 
creating rotas for the following: 

ü Library assistants 
ü Outdoor lesson helpers  

If you are interested and can commit to a 
regular weekly slot, please contact the Office 
to let us know your availability and we can get 
you signed up.                                                        
All volunteers require a PVG for the school and 
we can arrange for this when you contact the 
Office to volunteer your services. 
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Dates ahead…                                                  
Wed 14th Sep: Meet the Teacher Evening                      

Earth / Mars – 6.00-6.45                                                  

Jupiter / Saturn – 6.45-7.30 

Mon 19th – Tues 4th Oct: Family Learning Task            

‘The Beauty of Maths’ 

Mon 26th – Fri 30th Sep: MATHS WEEK  

Tues 27th / Wed 28th Sep: Tempest Photos 

Fri 30th Sep: P7 Lockerbie deposits due 

Tues 4th Oct: P7s @ Hermitage Academy Show 

Wed 5th Oct : P7 Poetry Slam Event (Perth / Class) 

Fri 7th Oct: Senior Citizens Harvest Tea (1.45-2.45) 

10th – 21st Oct: October Holiday – school closed 

Family Learning Task – Maths Week                                        

Look out for details of an opportunity to learn 
and create together as a family as we head 
into Maths Week. The theme this year is ‘The 
Beauty of Maths’ and we’ll provide a House-
coloured hexagon for you to show us your 
learning on – either as a photo, a drawing or a 
collage. As they come back into school, we’ll 
tessellate them into a shared Hermi-Hive 
honeycomb display at the back of the Hall, 
our own ‘Hexhibition’ of learning! House 
points will be awarded and we can see which 
House comes top… 

Tempest Photographs                                                                                                                                                                 
The Tempest Photographer will be in school to 
take photos of individuals and family groups on 
27th and 28th September. Proofs will be sent home 
for you to decide whether you would like to make a 
purchase. Just ensure everyone is in neat, tidy and 
clean uniform, and ready to smile! 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ARGYLL AND BUTE 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND IN SERVICE DAYS 2022-2023 

TERM 1 

11, 12 August 2022   Staff In-service days* 

15 August 2022    Pupils return 

7 October 2022    October Holiday: School closes – 3pm 

24 October 2022    School re-opens 

28 November 2022  Staff In-service day* 

29 November 2022  School opens for pupils 

22 December 2022  Christmas Holidays: School closes – 2.30pm 

 

TERM 3 

09 January 2023   School re-opens 

03 February 2023   February Holiday: School closes – 3pm 

13 February 2023   Staff In-service day* 

14 February 2023   School opens for pupils 

31 March 2023    Spring Holiday: School closes – 2.30pm 

 

TERM 4 

17 April 2023    School re-opens 

25 May 2023   May Weekend: School closes 

26 May 2023   Staff In-service day* 

30 May 2023   School re-opens 

30 June 2023   Summer Holidays: School closes – 1pm 

*Staff Development days – school closed to pupils 


