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What a joy to welcome everyone back to 
the summer term with the prospects of 
some ‘normality’ returning at last!           
A summer term usually holds a plethora 
of events and fun to look forward to, but 
in recent years the pandemic scuppered 
such plans. However, with restrictions 
eased we can, at long last, share the 
variety of activities intended to celebrate 
the end of another very challenging year. 
We do hope you will be able to join with 
us when you can. There is no doubt we 
have endured tough times together and I 
am exceptionally proud of the ways in 
which our whole school community rose 
to the challenges we were presented. 
However, there is nothing quite like 
everyone coming together in person to 
share and celebrate, so mark the dates in 
your diary and come along. For many of 
you it will be your first chances to be with 
us, and we do hope it will give you the 
opportunity to see what a welcoming and 
collaborative school we all belong to! 

  

 

The devastating fire in the historic Annexe 
building over the Spring break has meant we 
returned to demolition work. The contactors are 
working hard to clear the site and although it 
had an initial impact on the use of the Quiet 
Area of the playground and the Grant Street 
gates, the children have adjusted extremely 
well to the disruption. We appreciate that all 
using the front gate was far from ideal and 
thank you for your patience and support.                
As of this week, we have been able to reopen 
the P4/5 Grant Street Gate and the Quiet Area  
reducing some pressure in a busy area. 
However, the ‘top gate’ remains shut meaning 
P6/7 and bikes and scooters will require to 
continue using the Main Gates / steps until 
further notice.                                                         
As yet, plans for the Annexe site have not been 
shared with us.                                                     

Work was also in progress on re-roofing and  
refurbishing the P7 Classroom extension over 
the  Spring break. We are pleased to report that 
this is now complete and P7 are excited to be 
back into their fresh new rooms for their final 
term.  

 

 

 

Building Updates 



 

Lorem Ipsum 
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COVID changes                                                                                                                                
The changes we see in restrictions in 
society are also now reflected within 
guidance for schools. The success of the 
national vaccination programme has 
allowed us to move into the recovery 
phase of ‘living with’ the virus. Essentially 
this means that with the cessation of the 
testing programme and isolation rules, 

children who feel unwell with symptoms 

of the virus should remain at home until 

they feel better.                                    

Without the ability to check whether this is 
COVID or not, schools will return to 
marking any pupil reporting absent due to 
illness as ‘sick’.                                      
Bubbles no longer need to be maintained 
in school so children can mix in different 
classes and stages once more.               
Although masks no longer require to be 
worn, adults can choose whether they wish 
to and respect will be shown to all in 
whatever choice is made.                         
(Please note that School Transport request 

that masks are still worn in their vehicles 
wherever possible.)                                                     

School Trips have returned and we can 
open our doors up to parents and the 
community, sharing events in person with 
you once again! We have waited a long 
time for all of this and there is a real sense 
of excitement for all that lies ahead.  

Parking                                               
With the additional pressures now facing us at the 
Main Gate and all traffic using East Argyle Street it 
is absolutely vital that we keep this area as safe 
as possible. If you can, please avoid bringing 
vehicles near the school and walk or park and 
stride from a little further away. We are a large 
school and the dangers associated with moving 
vehicles is a very real one. If bringing your vehicle, 
please observe the rules within the Highway code 
and park legally. There are still a number of 
families who ignore zig zags, double yellow lines 
and residents drive ways or who double park or 
obscure busy junctions. At our request, Traffic 
wardens now employ more regular patrols of the 
area and will issue fines to anyone breaking the 
law. The laws are there to keep you and your 
children safe. Please respect and adhere to them. 

Water Bottles                                              
The summer season is upon us, bringing 
warmer weather (we hope) and thirstier children! 
Please ensure your child is equipped with a 
reusable water bottle each day. Everyone is 
encouraged to drink plenty and to refill bottles 
from our drinking taps. In the past we have been 
able to provide plastic cups freely to those 
without a bottle, but with prices rising and a 
planet to care for we cannot distribute these 
quite as readily. No child will ever go thirsty, but 
if everyone remembers a bottle it will be easier! 
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Water Safety                                                   
Living as close as we do to the water, learning 
about how to enjoy it and stay safe is an 
important feature of our curriculum, particularly 
as we enter a season where families will enjoy 
picnic and trips to beaches and riverbanks.  
We have been pleased to work with the 
Education branch of the RNLI in piloting a new 
schools’ resource and in addition to a special 
lesson in Primary 6, local RNLI representative 
(and retired teacher), Mrs Shona Shields, has 
visited every class in the school to talk about 
how to stay safe.                                                        
A new resource has also been issued by 
Education Scotland, which staff will use with 
classes.                                                        
Swimming lessons have resumed for Primary 
Six who will participate in 8 fully funded 
teaching sessions at the local pool over the 
course of the term. We do hope you will work 
with us in reinforcing water safety when you 
are out and about over the summer months.  
#Water Safety Code 

 

BBC LAB is live!                                                   
We reported in our last Newsletter of the 
exciting BBC project our Media Team and 
Digital Leaders had taken part in.                  
Their work is now ‘live’ on the BBC LAB 
website and both their videos and podcasts 
on the themes of ‘Holidays’ and ‘Information’ 
can be accessed via the link below. We are 
really proud of all who contributed and look 
forward to putting more of what we learned 
in practice in our presentations and 
broadcasts this term.       

BBC Lab                                                             

Website -                                            

Programmes                                   

Ukraine: Ribbons of Hope                                                   

The Charity Committee wish to                    
thank everyone who contributed so 

generously to their ‘Ribbons of Hope’ Appeal 
prior to the Spring break.                                    

A fantastic total of £931.65 was raised 

through the sale of the blue and yellow 
ribbons which bow flutter poignantly at the 
front gate. The messages written on them and 
the display they create offers hope and 
solidarity in the ongoing crisis.                   
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Transitions                                                                                                                 
The end of COVID restrictions also mean that we can look forward to Transition plans for both our new P1 entrants 
and our P7 Leavers. 
Mrs McMurdo and Miss Philips have already made visits to our Pre-5 partners; getting to know our new 

entrants and working with them in their known environments. We welcome them to school, in small groups, 

accompanied by their Pre-5 staff at the beginning of June, for their first visits and then again on Wednesday 

8th June for a class visit along with their parents, where they will hear information from our support partners 

and school staff to prepare them for their journey which lies ahead.                                                                       

We are also looking forward to meeting them all again on 15th June for their `Buddy Hunt` - another shared 

activity with parents, where the newest ‘recruits’ to our Hermi Hive will spend a little time discovering more 

about it in the form of a treasure hunt.                                                                                                                  

Their final class visit takes place on Friday 22nd June. Parents will also be given the opportunity to share a 

school lunch together with their child on this date. 

Our P7 Leavers returned for their final term wearing their newly acquired Leavers Hoodies, with pride.                       

On Friday 20th May our P7s travel to Hermitage Academy to take part in the Transition Sports Day where they 

will join with all the P7s from the 11 feeder primary schools. It is always a fantastic day where many new 

friends are met.                                                                                                                                                     

The residential trip is always a highlight of our Leavers Programme and this year we’re delighted to be able to 

provide such an opportunity. Mon 30th May-Wednesday 1st June will see our P7 pupils at Lockerbie Manor  

enjoying a range of outdoor activities designed to promote and strengthen teamwork, cooperation and fun!     

We look forward to them sharing their adventures with us all when they return. They hope to create a video 

presentation to share with the rest of the school, parents and carers.                                                                    

Wednesday 8th June is the date set for the Parents Evening at Hermitage Academy for our P7s / new S1s.  

The induction days will follow on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th June.  The transition link/topic “Hooked on 

Hermitage” has now begun in earnest. 

In the final week, our Leavers can look forward to a special party in school on the evening of Monday 27th 

June and they will be the focus of our end of term service at the Parish Church on Thursday 30th June. All 

parents are warmly encouraged to attend and share this occasion with us and parents of P7 Leavers are 

invited to repair afterwards to the Parish Church Halls to enjoy a ‘strawberry tea’ and a slideshow of 

memorable moments. 

A mailing with details of all Leavers events and dates has been issued to P7 parents. 

We enjoy giving little gifts to both sets of transition groups. Our Pre-5s will receive a school tie and a little 

‘Hermi-Hive surprise’ and our P7s will receive their relevant Secondary School tie and a scientific calculator. 

We are very grateful for Parent Council funding and the crafting skills of Mrs Jean Potter. 
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Sports Day is back!                             
After an enforced break of two years 
we’re delighted to invite you to our 
Sports Day once again. It will be held 

this year on Friday 17th June at 
Helensburgh Rugby Club.                       
Children will participate in traditional 
and novelty races in their Houses in 
either the morning or afternoon session.  

Earth and Mars                  
9.45-11.15am                                     

Jupiter and Saturn                 
1.00-2.30pm 

As siblings belong in the same Houses 
making spectating easier for any 
parents who wish to join us. We are 
grateful to Helensburgh Rugby Club for 
the use of their facilities, enabling 
spectators to get a good view from 
seats in the stands. Refreshments will 
be available to purchase from the Parent 
Council at each session. P1-3 pupils will 
be transported to and from the venue by 
coach while P4-7 will walk accompanied 
by staff and any volunteer parents 
available. Further details will come in a 
letter at the beginning of June, but we 
do hope you will be able to join us in 
cheering the children on! 

 

GOALS Week: 18th – 25th May              
Planning is underway for our annual GOALS Week,  

between 18th-25th May, where we bring together a 

focus in learning in Health and Wellbeing, Eco and 
RRS. This year we use the John Muir Award to plan 
and create learning around the environment we have 
within our own community,                                
specifically our place in it and                             what 
we can learn from it and share.                                                                      
The children can look forward to activity learning 
including sessions with Active Schools coaches, a 
‘hike’ in the local area, some conservation work, 
exploring some of the history of Helensburgh 
through oral story tradition and collaborate in the 
creation of very special school bunting to be used at 
our school Jubilee Celebrations.                                                     
There will also be the chance for our four Houses to 
pit against each other in our annual ‘Potted Sports’ 
event, which is always enjoyed by the children.             
This year, as part of their current ‘Sports’ topic, 
Primary 4 will organise and lead that for the whole 
school.                                                                           
All of our endeavours will be documented by our 
Media Team and Digital Leaders and we look 
forward to being able to share our final video edit 
with you all. Look out for the link to that at the end of 
the month…                                                                 
More detail on the activities will be sent out in a 
handy ‘Parent Guide’ and any specific kit 
requirements will be communicated by class 
teachers directly through Seesaw or Google C’room. 
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Keep the Heid and Read!                              
You will, by now, have received details                      
of the latest campaign we are being 
encouraged to support by our RRS                    
Core Team.                                                  
Reading is now closely linked with 
improvements in mental health and a small, 
daily period of 6 minutes or more can help us 
all feel better (not to mention all the other 
benefits reading brings!)                                   
With this in mind, we’re all asked to see how 
many people we can get to pledge to try it. 
Children will receive House Points for their 
efforts and we’ll check back in, where we can, 
to see if it’s making a difference for everyone. 
For more detail, you can view the RRS Launch 
video here, or visit the dedicated website.           

Go on… give it a go! 

All the Fun of the (HPPC) Fair!        
Another exciting thing to look forward to is the 
first face to face event our Parent Council have 
been able to run since the start of the 
pandemic! We do hope as many as possible will 

join the fun planned for Friday 10th June at the 

School Summer Fair held in the grounds 

between 5-7pm.                                                                 
All the stalls you’d expect to find will be there to 
enjoy including a raffle, tombola and 
refreshments. With something for everyone, it’s 
a great chance to come along, meet staff and 
other families and raise much needed funds for 
the school at the same time.                           
Proceeds from the Fair will pay for fully mapped 
orienteering markers in the grounds and Park 
which we can use with all classes to enrich 
learning across a wide variety of                            
curricular areas.                                               

 
Jubilee Lunch: Wednesday 8th June 
Primary 3 are ‘busy bees’ in the Hermi Hive, 

working with the Kitchen to plan a Big Jubilee 
Lunch for the school after we return from the 

Jubilee Weekend. ‘Street-Party’ style, the 
whole school will gather for a outdoor lunch 
also enjoying piping from our school piping 
tutor, Mr Donald MacPhee, and be entertained 
by some of the school’s very talented Highland 
dancers. Later in the year each child will also 
be gifted a commemorative book to remember 
this auspicious national occasion. 

Trips and Excursions                            
The lifting of COVID restrictions now affords the 
opportunity for all those remaining classes yet 
to have a trip to get out and about and enrich 
their classroom learning. Plans are in place for: 

P1 – Teddy Bears Picnic in the park                      
P2 – Minibeasts at Amazonia                                  
P4 – Sports at Hampden                                        
P5 – Space at The Science Centre 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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Sumdog                                        
Special commendation goes to P7A for their 
participation in the latest Authority Sumdog 
competition. Their sustained efforts, 
mathematical skill and accuracy gained them 
3rd place overall with six individual pupils 
making the top 50 Leaderboard – well done! 

Dates ahead…                                                  
Fri 6th May: P5 Trip to Science Centre (Space) 

Fri 13th May: P5 Class Assembly 

18th – 25th May: GOALS Week 

Fri 20th May: P7 HoH Transition Sports at Academy 

Thurs 26th May: P4 Trip to Hampden (Sports) 

Fri 27th May : INSET Day for staff 

30th May-1st June: P7 Lockerbie Residential 

2nd, 3rd June: Jubilee Holiday – school closed 

Wed 8th June: Big Jubilee Lunch for pupils and staff 

Wed 8th June: New Entrants to P1 – Parent Talk 1.30 

9th, 10th June: S1 Induction Days for P7 at Academy 

Fri 10th June: P4 Class Assembly 

Fri 10th June: Parent Council Summer Fair 5-7pm 

Wed 15th June: New entrants to P1 – Buddy Hunts 

Fri 17th June: Sports Day at Rugby Club 

Wed 22nd June: P2 Trip to Amazonia (Minibeasts) 

Wed 22nd June: New entrants to P1 – Lunch + Visit 

Mon 27th June: P7 Leavers Party 7-9pm 

Thursday 30th June: End of Term Service – 1pm 

Friday 1st July: School closes 1pm 

 

 

  

 

Class Assemblies                                 
Another big ‘shout-out’ to Primaries 3 and 5 
who have recently shared their learning in their 
recorded Class Assemblies.                                    
The range of connected curricular areas shown 
by both classes through their respective 

‘Castles’ and ‘Space’ topics was broad and the 

learning deep and incredibly engaging.                   
They presented this learning with such 
confidence and creativity, showing us all how 
much fun they also had in the learning 
process.                                              

This term sees further sharing from P4 and P7. 
Details of links will be sent directly to parents 
and carers in these classes, while the whole 
school enjoys watching them at our regular 
Friday Assembly slot. 


