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Spring is in the air! 

 

As we prepare this last Newsletter of the 
term, it’s heartening to see signs of Spring 
on its way; the light is lifting to brighter and 
slightly longer days and the crocuses and 
daffodils are pushing their colourful heads 
through the rain-soaked ground! The 
emergence of Spring always puts a smile on 
our faces as we look forward to (hopefully) 
better weather and the all the fun that can 
bring.                                                           
Spring’s arrival is coinciding with easing of 
more covid restrictions and with that we 
hope we can plan for more things which 
we’ve missed in school over the course of 
the pandemic. As a school we all adapted 
very well to moving so many things online 
and in some cases improvements were 
made in the way we had to do things. As we 
move into the recovery phase we’d like to 
consult you about some of the changes we 
made to gauge your opinion as to whether or 
not certain changes should remain to 
improve how we do things as a school. 
Towards the end of term a link will be sent to 
an online survey which we’d encourage 
everyone to complete. It should only take a 
few minutes of your time, but will help us 
gather feedback as we plan our way out of 
restrictions.  

 

  

 

One of the ways restrictions are                                 
easing allows us to plan school                                         
trips once again. Children (and                                      
staff!) love getting out on visits and they’re not only 
fun, but are designed to deepen and enrich 
learning that is happening in the classroom.                             
Our policy is usually to ‘cap’ any parent 
contributions at £15 per child over a school year – 
sometimes this can stretch to a couple of less 
costly trips or just the one ‘bigger’ excursion.           
This year, we aim to ensure we offer one trip 
experience per class to ensure equity and 
teachers are already busy planning for those 
classes who have not yet had the opportunity this 
session.                                                                       
As ever, any family on income support can be 
assisted financially by the school to ensure no-one 
misses out.                                                                      
It will be great to get out and about again! 

 

 

School Trips are back! 

One thing that will not change is the welcome that 
awaits you all as we begin to open our doors again 
and planning is underway for an event at the end of 
the summer term to bring us together, once more, 
as a school community. It’s been a long time since 
we’ve had that opportunity, so do look out for the 
fun that awaits! 

Inside this Issue: 
2 ……………………………………………………   Parking Reminders 
4 …………………………………………………….. Celebration of Languages 
5 …………………………………………………….. People in the Past 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Hermitage Primary Bulletin: March / April 2022 2 

Health and Safety – Parking                                                     
 

 

Over recent weeks parking has, once more, been 
giving us cause for concern.                             
Increasing vehicle users are blatantly disregarding 
zig zag markings and double yellow lines and are 
also double parking.                                                      
All of these practices are illegal and severely 
compromise the safety of our school 
community. The rules within the Highway Code 
exist to provide protection and markings around 
schools are strict to ensure safety of one of our 
most vulnerable societal groups – your children.                                        
The matter is reported to Police Scotland and 
appropriate officers are attending to carry out 
spot checks. Please be aware that fines can be 
issued to anyone who is breaching the law.                     
Our school community values include 
responsibility and respect for all – this applies to 
parents and carers as well as children. Please 
park more responsibly if this applies to you and 
treat the others members within our community 
with respect, including any official asking you to 
move on.                                                      
Sustainable travel – walking, cycling or scooting  
- is really the best option, but for those who rely 
on motorised vehicles to travel to school, please 
consider parking farther away from the school’s 
streets and walking the extra bit to get here – not 
only keeping our streets safer, but providing a 
little fitness too! 

Eye Tests 
We are aware that the pandemic has meant 
some children may have missed their pre-
school eye test. School Health wish to 
remind everyone that free eye tests can be 
accessed annually from any Optician for all 
school aged children as their eyesight can 
change quickly during their younger years 
and affect learning. 

Internet Safety                                    
We recently sent                                              
details of open-access                                           
webinars laid on by Neighbourhood Watch, 
in conjunction with Police Scotland, to 
provide support to families in aspects of 
safety.                                                              
With more and more activity taking place 
online for our children, it’s vital you 
understand as much as you can as parents 
on how to keep your children safe in a 
digital environment.                                                          
A new section of our school website is also 
under development which will provide 
‘helpsheets’ for a range of popular apps and 
games used by children and links for further 
reading and support.                                            
We are pleased to inform you that a new 
Youth Engagement Officer has also recently 
been appointed for our area.                                
PC Mark Toner is planning a visit to school 
to lead our senior classes in Internet Safety 
sessions and has provided us with helpful 
“Advice Guides” designed for parents and 
carers. These will be sent to you separately 
through the Expressions App. Please read 
them carefully to assist at home. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Reports and Parent Consultations                                                   
Don’t forget the end of this term affords another 
opportunity for you to get an update on your 
child's progress.                                                     
Class teachers will share another ‘written’ report 
with you through Seesaw on 11th March. This 
will give you a summary of progress and 
achievement. We hope this will be helpful and 
form the basis of a discussion you are invited to 
have with the class teacher in March. 

For the time being, these will continue as                                       
telephone consultations                                                                                       
and give you another point                                                        
to have a catch up with                                          
teachers for individual discussions on learning 
and progress. We will use our usual system of 
online registration for these with the class 
teacher on the dates below.                                          
Booking will be open between 12noon on 
Sunday 6th to Friday 11th March.                                
We do hope everyone will take up this offer.                                                                                                                        
Additionally, please let the class teacher know 
of any particular issue you wish to discuss via 
Seesaw using the supplied response form sent 
with the report. 

Due to covid regulations, the school has to be 
kept well ventilated and can feel colder for some 
children. Please wrap up warmly for school and 
note we are sympathetic to differences in 
uniform at this time.                                                    
In addition, the Authority are supplying CO2 
monitors for each teaching space. 

Wed 16th March: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 17th March: 4.00-7.00pm 

Mark your diaries to book an 
appointment for discussion at these 

Progress Consultations. 

 

Parent Council                                       
The Parent Council have been working hard 
to inform you of the proposals around 

Transformational Change across 

leadership structures in our Authority and 

you may also have seen reports of this 
within the local press. HPPC wish to thank 

those who attended the Special Meeting 
they held on 16th February, where they were 

joined by invited Education Service 
Managers, Simon Easton and Tina Sartain,  

to give more information and to answer 
questions around the proposals. The 

Committee are very keen for you to provide 

feedback to them by Friday 4th March 

through the Google survey issued to you last 
week and also to look at the information 

video, prepared for parents and carers, 
using the link below.  

Your voice in the process matters!                                        

https://empoweringoureducators.co.uk/prop
osals/ 

Another ‘regular’ Parent Council Meeting is 

scheduled to be held on Zoom on the 
evening of Wednesday 2nd March.                  

All are invited to attend to hear more of the 
exciting events planned by the Parent 

Council and to get a more detailed update 
on all that’s happening within school.       

Please see the HPPC Facebook page or ask 
the school for a ‘joining code’. 
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Celebration of Languages and Cultures                                                            
Just before the February break we had great fun exploring and celebrating some of the family 

languages and cultures represented within the diversity of our ‘Hermi Hive’. In addition to learning 
about the Scots heritage represented in poetry and arts, all classes undertook some focussed 

learning on a country of their choice and displayed the richness of their endeavours on the display 
boards around our School Hall. The children enjoyed learning some of the history of these 

countries and were able to find out more about the geography, arts and culture, festivals and 
foods associated with them. Our RRS CORE Committee surveyed children to discover the 26 

languages shared across our school community and we were delighted that some of our families 
were able to engage with us in providing stories for us to listen to in different ‘mother tongues’ 
and even to learn a little of the varying languages spoken within our homes.                                                                                                                                                        

In a ‘first’ for us as a school – and in recognition of how advances in technology have opened the 
world up to us, Primary 5 were even able to connect ‘live’ to Estonia and engage in an online  

Question / Answer session with Miss Tolland’s cousin, a local community yoga teacher - taking 
part in a wee yoga session at the end of it!                                                                                          

We celebrated in school with a wonderful pupil-led Assembly where the media team pulled 
together footage of every class, who were able to share their learning with us all. Within the 

Assembly we were also able to congratulate the winners of the Infant and Senior Scottish 
Recitation awards at P3 and P7. Although not able to invite an external judge into school, the 

finalists in each stage prepared videos to share with Mr David Bruce, a local writer and poet, who 

after an extremely difficult decision, awarded the quaiches to Georgia McCallion in P3B for her 

rendition of ‘The Crocodile’ and Islay Hanvey in P7A for her interpretation of ‘Willie Wastle’.                   

All who entered were commended for their efforts and talent and we thank our families who have 

supported at home too. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Class Assemblies                                                                                                     
Last week we all enjoyed the fantastic Class Assembly Primary 2 shared with us. They told us all 

about ‘School Through Time’ as they worked together with family members and stepped back to 

find out about how school differed in the past. It was great to see the confidence in our youngest 

learners as they shared what they had learned – through their writing, reading, artwork, song and 
an old-fashioned ‘Drill’ lesson! 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to another Class Assemblies from P3 on 25th March and will ensure a Link is 

also sent to parents in the classes so that you can share in our learning and achievements too. 
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BBC – ‘Then and Now’                                                                               
Continuing the theme of how our present experiences differ from the past, 
we were incredibly privileged to have been approached by the BBC 

Education LAB to take part in their ‘Then and Now’ project. Pupils on our 
Media and Leadership Teams were given the unique opportunity to work 

with two BBC producers and a recording engineer in school over two days 
last week in creating content on the theme of ‘Holidays’ and ‘Information’.                                                                                              
Working with the BBC staff they contributed interviews and artwork which 

was recorded and will be shared through the BBC LAB website and on 
social media platforms.                                                                                             

Over the two days pupils took part in workshops, learning about how to              
be a good interviewer and also an informative contributor.                                 

The children also had the opportunity to be in front of the camera and                   
act as crew (sound/director etc). Filming was done on iPads with sound            

kit, meaning that all of the skills the children learned can be used in                 
future school projects; upskilling us and improving the quality of our                  

digital productions – it was an amazing learning experience to be part of! 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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Attendance                                     
Please continue to use the Attendance Text Line 
to alert us of any absence or time needed for 
appointments during the school day. We 
require to record and report on absences and 
therefore a reason for absence is needed each 
time you notify us. 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895  

Please also try to be punctual for school starting 
at 9am. Even a short delay at the beginning of 
the school day can result in missing out on an 
essential part of the day as staff welcome the 
class and set the day up ahead.  

Be alert to any of the COVID symptoms and 
keep your child off school if they or any family 
member displays them, ensuring PCR tests are 
done.  Children who are close contacts of 
positive cases should seek a test but can end 
isolation if a negative test is returned. Daily 
lateral flow tests should then be taken for 7 days 
following. Children can continue to attend 
school as long as they are negative. School will 
continue to inform you of any cases within 
classes and we will take our guidance from 
Public Health on any relevant actions necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates ahead…                                                  
Wed 2nd March: Zoom Parent Council Meeting – 7pm 

Thurs 3rd March: World Book Day – Class activities* 

Fri 4th March: P7 Police Talk – Community Behaviours 

Sun 6th March: Parent Consultation booking opens 

Thurs 10th March: P6 Euro Quiz 

Fri 11th March: Parent booking closes / Reports out 

Wed 16th / Thurs 17th : Parent Consultations 

Thurs 17th March: Street Drumming for P4, P5 

Fri 25th March: P3 Class Assembly (via video link) 

Friday 1st April: School closes – 2.30pm 

Tuesday 19th April: School opens – 9am 

 

  

 

World Book Day                                                            
Although not dressing as book characters, we’ll 

celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March by 

taking part in book related fun in classes.             

Children will also receive their token to exchange in 

bookstores for the free WBD title of their choice.                                                                                

Don’t forget, the newly established Community Hub, 

based in the former Red Cross Hall on East Princes 

Street, now hosts a fabulous ‘Book Nook’ where 

inexpensive second-hand books can be purchased 

for children and adults alike!                                            

Opening Times as follows:                                               

Mon: 2-6pm, Tues: 10-2, Wed: 10-4, Sat: 11-2 

 


