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We can hardly believe the October break 
is upon us and that the first term has 
flown in already!                                 
Although we have seen some disruption 
to individuals, classes and staffing as we 
all carry through Health guidance around 
isolations, everyone is coping 
exceptionally well and learning continues 
to be fun with pupils engaging really well 
whether in school or at home. Anyone 
who requires to self-isolate is offered 
access to Home Learning if they are fit 
and well enough to participate and if 
classes need to isolate, our teaching 
moves back into online mode.                                       
Please continue to be alert to any COVID 
symptoms as catching it quickly can 
make the difference in onward 
transmission and remember to keep the 
Office informed of details of COVID 
related absences. This is vitally important 
in the liaison we are required to 
undertake with the Highland               
Health Protection Team around                  
all cases.  

  

 

 

Class novel studies have provided a highlight in 
learning this term. Pupils have really enjoyed exploring 
the texts further together and developing literacy skills 
through some very creative means. Classroom and 
Hall walls reflect rich learning experiences. We have 
also just enjoyed taking part in Maths Week Scotland 
with a variety of challenges across the school. 
Perhaps you’ve seen some on the school Twitter feed 
or in Seesaw journals.                                                   
Many more exciting things have been happening over 
this term and as you read through this Newsletter 
you’ll be able to find out more and see what plans lie 
ahead.                                                                             
We do hope everyone enjoys the break we’re heading 
into and gets the chance to spend some family time 
together – we might get some Autumn sunshine and 
be able to get outdoors in the wonderful location we 
live in! We’ve published ideas for this again on page 7. 

Staffing News 
We look forward to welcoming Mrs Fiona Paul back 
after the October break following her Maternity Leave. 
She will work with Mrs Stevenson in P2B. Our thanks 
go to Mrs Robinson for providing this cover in Mrs 
Paul’s absence. Two vacant PEF funded Classroom 
Assistant posts will be filled soon too, providing 
additional support in Outdoor Learning and across 
classes. 

 

 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 

 

Electronic Platforms - Seesaw / Google Classroom                                                                                
At Hermitage Primary our electronic platforms have proved invaluable in the period of our lives we 
are living through. They have enabled direct communication between home and school and 
facilitated our ability to share learning with you.  

Seesaw is playing a valuable part in communication, enabling direct messages to be                               
sent to staff  and affording you more glimpses of learning in action and achievements being made 
in school. Please can I remind all parents and carers to respect the working day of                            
staff members and to understand that posts and replies will generally only come within working 
hours.                                                      

All messages regarding absences or appointments should be communicated to Office staff 
and not directly through Seesaw. 

Google Classroom provides the ideal environment for learning and has been extensively 
developed by Google, alongside their other tools. Schools across Scotland and beyond are 
encouraged to make best use of it, safely sitting within the nationally managed GLOW portal. As 
the name suggests this is a virtual classroom environment that sits                                               
within the suite of software known as ‘G-Suite’.                                                                                        
In its most basic terms, Google Classroom is the place where assignments are set by the teacher, 
worked on by the pupil – in a kind of ‘virtual jotter’ and submitted back for feedback and 
assessment.  It’s a marvellous collaborative tool as multiple pupils can work on the same project 
enabling them to work together without even being in the same room!                                                                                                                                    
Within school our junior and senior classes are equipped with Chromebooks and laptops to make 
learning within Google Classroom accessible during a normal school day and from P4-P7 you will 
hear and see much more evidence of your children using this space and taking responsibility for 
their learning. Many teachers also use Google Classroom to publish home learning tasks and as it 
is web-based and can be accessed on any computer or digital device, your child should be 
comfortable in logging in at home to access these. They will also be able to share with you some 
of the work they’ve been doing in school. It really does make shared learning across spaces 
become easier and it is something we are keen to develop now within P2 and P3.                                                      
As a free service through GLOW, it is safe and secure with access only for the permitted user 
through their unique passwords. It is also cost-effective for us as a school!  

Learning how to work in Google Classroom is a vital set of skills for now and the future; pupils in 
Secondary schools and further/higher education are using this and similar to engage effectively in 
learning and work-places are relying on this kind of software and skill more and more.                       
So, for our pupils it’s not only an enjoyable way to work but also an important one to learn. 

I understand that some classes are ‘juggling’ Seesaw and Google Classroom at present, but as 
the year progresses you will see more and more being shared through Google Classroom, 
particularly from P4-7. We have some self-help videos available on our website which should 
support its use at home and we do hope you find these of assistance.  

We continue to look critically at the different ways we are using                                                                    
these two main sources of technology to enrich practice                                                                      
and achievement.                                                                                                                                      
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Pupil Parliament 
Elections have taken place for classes to elect their chosen reps to sit                                                         
on the various Committees and Teams within our Pupil Parliament.                                                                           
This is a process that has developed in our work as a Right Respecting                                                               
School and was recognised and shared as excellent practice in our Gold                                      
Accreditation last year. Primary 6 handle the whole election process for                                           
everyone in a rich learning task as they find out about democracy and a                                                
fair process and pupils across P4-7 are invited to stand if they feel they                                              
wish to represent their classes. We are extremely proud of all the children                                             
who do so. Their thinking, so articulately presented in campaign speeches                                             
to their classes, demonstrates their passion for rights and developing                                          
practices within school and in the community beyond. Pupils are reminded to listen carefully and 
to make decisions based on what their candidates promise to offer. Then on Election Day itself, 
classes take turns in accessing the ‘Hall Polling Station’, set up, managed and staffed by ‘Electoral 
Officers’ in P6. The secured Ballot Boxes are kept locked away until the counting begins, which is 
overseen by P6 staff members to ensure fairness. When results are announced to classes there is 
great excitement and optimism for the year that lies ahead. Successful candidates are 
congratulated and reminded of the tasks they have committed to. We recognise that not all will be 
elected but share pride in the confidence and courage of all those who stood for election. It’s a 
major achievement in itself and something to be proud of. Candidates selected are not permitted 
to stand in any subsequent year, affording more opportunity for others who may wish to try again. 

Success! 
STOP PRESS!                                        
We’ve just received news from Eco 
Schools Scotland to grant our 6th 
Green Flag. This is a tremendous 
achievement for us and indicates our 
commitment to education for 
sustainability. The first job for the newly 
established Eco Committee will be to 
plan how we will mark the achievement 
– watch this space… 

 

Pupil Parliament Committees                         
Below are the Committees and Teams our pupils serve 
on:                                                                                     

CORE Committee - Our Rights Respecting Schools 
Steering Group                                                   
ECO Committee – working closely with CORE to 
develop and support sustainability critical to our 
community Listed and planet                               
Charities, Events and Campaigns Committee – 
organising events to raise resources or funds for 
chosen groups we wish to support                    
Playground / Sports Committee – improving 
opportunities in school and with community partners                 
Digital Committee – supporting access and 
development of technnology.  
 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 

  Reports and Parent Consultations                                                   
We hope you enjoyed getting a little more 
‘flavour’ of your child’s class, staff team and 
recent learning in the recent ‘Step Inside the 
Hermi Hive’ videos we shared last week.           
Class teachers will prepare our usual ‘written’ 
reports and share these with you through Seesaw 
on 19th November. This will give you a summary 
of progress and achievement. We hope this will 
be helpful and form the basis of a discussion you 
are invited to have with the class teacher in 
November. 

These will continue as                                       
telephone consultations                                            
which we ran last year,                                                  
in the absence of yet being able to meet face to 
face and give you the opportunity for                                                
a catch up with teachers for individual 
discussions on learning and progress. We will use 
our usual system of online registration for these 
with the class teacher on the dates below. Details 
of how to book will be out after the October 
break. Booking will be open between 12noon 
on Sunday 14th to Friday 19th November. We do 
hope everyone will take up this offer.                                                                                                                        
Additionally, please let the class teacher know of 
any particular issue you wish to discuss via 
Seesaw using the supplied response form sent 
with the report. 

Wed 24th Nov: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 25th Nov: 4.00-7.00pm 

Mark your diaries to book an 
appointment for discussion at these 

Progress Consultations. 

 Of course, if anything crops up out-with these 
dates, just pop a note on Seesaw, lift the 
phone or email; staff will do all they can to 
accommodate you. 
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Parent Council                                    
At the AGM last month                     we 
expressed our thanks                        and 
gratitude to Claire and the outgoing 
Committee for all their work last session. As 
intimated through Expressions, we are 
looking for new members to form the core 
Committee. We now just need a Chair and 
Treasurer to become quorate!                     
Our school is only as successful as it is due 
to the strong partnership-working we create 
with the Parent Council. Serving on the 
Committee is extremely rewarding, affording 
the opportunity to work more closely with 
the school and the whole parent body, also 
enabling you to get to know staff much 
better and establishing an even stronger 
connection.                                                          
It is vital we recruit to these posts to enable 
us to take the school forward together. 
COVID has limited fundraising opportunities 
and funds available are getting depleted – 
so folk with creative ideas and energy are 
needed. We also have much we wish to 
develop further and look to the Parent 
Council for this support. Please take a leaf 
out of the pupils’ book at our recent Pupil 
Parliament elections and consider 
volunteering for any role you feel you have 
the skills for. Mrs Davis or any of last year’s 
Committee would be happy to chat you 
through the commitment and tasks each 
role involves. 

Please also continue to                            
support the HPPC Lottery.                                              
It’s a great and easy way to support. Online 
forms are available on the website if you 
wish to sign up for this monthly                                      
draw – you might be the lucky winner! 
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Poppy Pebbles                                                   
Our friends at Morrisons are                         
encouraging all the children to design                    
and paint a ‘Poppy Pebble’ to be sold in aid 
of the local Helensburgh Poppy Appeal. We’ll 
be busy doing some in school next week but 
it’s another lovely October holiday activity 
too. Any that are painted at home should be 
brought to school for Thursday 28th October 
when we shall photograph them all together 
here before taking down to the local store. 
(Pupils wishing to purchase their                      
own ‘back’ should be aware                       
that they may be snapped up                                       
by other members of the                                
public, though!) 

Harvest Giving 
Over recent years we have bee able to give a generous donation to the local Foodbank at Harvest Over recent years we have been able to give 
a generous donation to the local Foodbank 
at Harvest.                                                         
We would be very grateful if families could 
support this again by sending in tinned or 
dry goods during October which we can 
take to the Foodbank to support our local 
community at this time.                                                                                                                           

Many more people are using this facility as 
economic situations have been affected 
during the COVID pandemic.                    

Children can drop their donations into the 
collecting basket located in the School Hall 
which we shall appropriately ‘quarantine’ 
before forwarding to the Foodbank at the 
end of the month*                                                     
We have listed the items the Foodbank are 
particularly in need of at this time: 

 

*Donations can be sent after the October break too! 

Tempest Photos                                                   
Due to COVID it’s been quite a while since the 
school photographer has been able to visit… 
however, we’re pleased to inform you that Jaqui 
from Tempest will be in school to take family 
and individual photos on Mon 8th and Tues 9th 
November – just in time for orders to be ready by 
Christmas! Please make sure everyone is 
looking smart and well presented in school 
uniform for the occasion. You’ll receive proofs 
to decide whether you wish to purchase any but 
are under no obligation to buy. All commission  
received goes directly back into school funds 
and will be used to purchase taller library 
bookshelves to house our growing resources so 
freely used and enjoyed by the children. 
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‘Outdoor Learning’                
At our staff INSET training in August we 
benefitted from working with Instructors from 
Ardroy Outdoor Centre in expanding our 
thinking in Outdoor Learning. As we move 
through to Christmas we will work with their 
staff in further developing this way to learn, 
utilising both our playground and community 
spaces. We will continue to inform you of class 
sessions through the weekly ‘What’s 
Happening' mailing. 

The weather may turn against us as we 
approach Autumn so please assist by ensuring 
your child comes to school in appropriate 
warm and waterproof clothing and footwear 
when you know they are engaging in outdoor 
sessions that day.  

We also invite interested parents to come in 
and support staff in these practical sessions.  
In order to minimise risks, any willing volunteer 
would need to be able to commit to assisting 
at the same time each week to keep the same 
contact for class ‘bubbles’ and to assist the 
Trace and Protect scheme. Please get in touch 
with the school if you can commit to this and 
offer your assistance – we’d love to work with 
our volunteers again!  

Lost Property 

We are still picking up too                                        
many belongings with no                                 
names!                                                             
Please ensure all personal items are clearly 
marked so we have a chance of reuniting 
them with their owners. 

Assemblies                                          
Our weekly ‘Hermi Hive’ Assemblies provide a 
chance at the end of the week for us to 
(virtually) gather as a school and share some 
thinking and achievements together. It’s a 
lovely way to end the week and be reminded 
of all we aim to achieve in our school. This 
term we’ve done some thinking about 
‘Aspirations and Attitudes’, encouraging 
responsibility, respect, motivation and 
perseverance.                                                   
Our Class Charters are looking terrific and 
each class has given a good deal of thought 
about what is important for them as they 
share their classroom space in the year 
ahead. We have also got a beautiful new 
entrance display showing our Hive in its glory 
and all the ‘busy bees’ who make up 
Hermitage Primary! 
Class Assemblies are planned for the rest of 
the year. Although we can’t invite you in to 
join us, classes will produce a video to share 
their learning. Please see below for these 
Friday dates and look out for the link nearer 
the time… 

26th Nov: P6 

Dec (date TBC): P1 

28th Jan: Whole School Scots Celebration 

25th Feb: P2  

25th March: P3 

6th May: P5 

3rd June: P4 

June (date TBC): P7 Leavers 
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Autumn Activities for the October Break… 
Autumn is a fantastic time of year to get out and explore the world around you; the weather 
can be bright and the winter chill hasn’t yet set in. The October break offers a great opportunity 
to put down tablets and devices, don your wellies and spend time together in some fun 
activities. Here’s a reminder of things we’ve published before that you might like to try again 
over the holiday period. You might even think of some more!... 

 

 

7 



 

 

 

Dates ahead… 
Fri 8th Oct: School closes – 3pm 

9th- 24th Oct: School closed – October Holiday 

Mon 25th Oct: School opens – 9am 

27th and 28th Oct: Argyll and Bute Online Climate Summit 

8th and 9th Nov: Tempest Photos in school 

Sun 14th Nov: Parent Consultation bookings open – 12 noon 

15th – 19th Nov: Book Week Scotland 

Fri 19th Nov: Parent Consultation bookings close – 12 noon 

Wed 24th Nov: Telephone Parent Consultations – 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 25th Nov: Telephone Parent Consultations – 3.30-6.30 

Fri 26th Nov: P6 Class Assembly (via video link) 

Mon 29th Nov: INSET Day for Staff 

Tues 30th Nov: School opens – 9am 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

COVID Reminders 
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Save the Dates!                             
Don’t forget to book your family 

sessions at the first ever                       
Argyll and Bute Climate Summit                  

on 27th and 28th October.                         
It’s a great chance to see what’s 

happening across the Authority to raise 
awareness and act on global issues.                                                         

Sign up using this link and let’s see what 
we can all do to make a difference! 

https://sites.google.com/ab.glow.scot/a
bceducation-climate-summit-21/home 

 

 

 

Please remember to stay at home and book a test if you experience any of these symptoms 


