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Welcome to a new school year! 
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Although the situation in school means that we can’t 
plan our events through the year as ‘normal’, plenty 
plans still exist to be as creative and inventive as we 
can be to ensure the children don’t miss out on any 
opportunities. Please look out for details as the year 
progresses for all that might mean.  

We wish everyone a great year ahead as we grow and 
develop and enjoy learning together. 

 

 

We hope everyone has had a refreshing 
summer break and is raring to go! After 
the challenges faced through the 
pandemic last session we start this one 
hopeful that less disruption will ensue 
for everyone.  Rules and guidance seem 
to be changing all the time though so 
please take careful note of the section 
on pages 2 and 3 for the most up to 
date information and procedures we ask 
you to follow.                                                          
It’s been lovely to welcome all the 
children back and our start has been 
very smooth and settled; it is great to 
see everyone smiling and genuinely 
happy to be here.                                                                                                                                   
Our new classes of Primary Ones are 
setting quickly together and are being 
looked after very well by their Big 
Buddies in P7 in the lunch hall and 
playground.                                             
We also welcomed some other new 
children into other classes in the school 
alongside some new staff members.   
It’s great to have you                                  
join the Hermi Hive! 

We wish everyone a great year ahead as 
we grow and develop and enjoy learning 
together. 

Please read the details in this Bulletin 
carefully as it will give you important 
information for this new school year 
ahead.  

 

Health and Safety 
Thank you for your cooperation regarding parking on 
the roads at our entrance gates. We have such a 
busy school with large numbers of children and 
parked cars cause a real hazard.                                        
NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags either 
at the main gates or around the Parklands school 
exit. The whole area at the front of the school and up 
Grant Street should also remain clear.                                                                     
It’s very important that children are reminded to ‘tag’ 
their teacher when they see their nominated adult 
before leaving promptly after.                                                      
We wish to ensure the safety of all our pupils as they 
enter and leave the school grounds.  

 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 

 

Keeping everyone safe - COVID procedures 
With the national move to Level 0 in August, guidance for schools also changed.                             
The situation is an ever-evolving one as Public Health adjust to the new changes too and we are 
all watching a significant rise in cases following the relaxation of restrictions. 

Everyone needs to remain alert as the virus is still certainly ‘out there’                                     
with the potential to infect. 

Please see below for current procedures and keep these as a handy guide.                                    
We will advise you of any changes as we are made aware. 

Everyone must self-isolate in line with NHS Inform guidelines if they have had a             
positive Covid test or have virus symptoms. 

If aged between 5-18, you are a close contact if you live in the same household as a positive 
case, or if you have been identified by NHS Test and Protect as a close contact and you must: 

ü Self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test 
ü Inform the school of the situation  
ü If a negative PCR is returned and you remain without symptoms, you can end self-

isolation and return to school 
ü If a positive PCR is returned, stay in self-isolation in line with NHS guidance 
ü If symptoms start or re-occur at any time, go back to the self-isolation stage and 

book a PCR test 

*Under 5s do not have to self-isolate if they are a close contact if they stay symptom-free. They 
do not have to take a PCR test, but it is encouraged if possible before returning to school / 
childcare and usual activities. 

What is a close contact? 
Sitting next to someone in class is no longer a guarantee of being deemed a close contact. 

Close contacts are now considered to be household contacts such as parents and siblings – 
and contact is considered closer for longer, for example from a sleepover. 

A close contact will now only be formally notified by local public health teams. 
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Informing the school 
The school must inform NHS Public Health of all positive cases and we take our guidance 
directly from them. It is therefore very important you let the school know if you return a 
positive LFD or PCR test.                                                                                                                       
It is helpful for us to be given additional information: 

ü Date the test was taken 
ü Whether child was symptomatic at time of testing 
ü Date isolation period is due to end 

When classes have single or few cases then whole class groups will no longer be routinely 
asked to stay at home. The school will work with Test and Protect to identify any potential close 
contacts and a ‘Warn and Inform’ letter will let parents know there has been a case within a 
class. 

If larger numbers of cases occur within a class then NHS Public Health                                                    
will treat this as an ‘outbreak’ and classes will be sent home, as a                                                
precautionary measure, to isolate for the 10 day period. An ‘Outbreak’                                                 
letter will be sent to parents with information in this scenario. 

Arrangements for Home Learning 
With more pupils across the school being affected with COVID and with isolation rules changing 
it’s important for you to be aware of the Home Learning provision which will be available. We are 
aware that if isolating pupils are asymptomatic or feeling relatively well it can seem like a long 
period to spend away from school and learning.                                                                          
However, with the changes in rules we are in quite a different position now in providing Home 
Learning.                                                                                                                                                 
As I’m sure you understand, while the class teacher remains in school with the rest of the class 
they are not in the position to provide the same level of teaching or provision as they were able 
to during whole class isolations or Lockdown periods. 

An electronic Home Learning ‘pack’ for each Year Group will be placed on our website, under 
the Home Learning Tab. It can be accessed during an isolation period to enable independent 
practice of numeracy and literacy skills for those who can and wish.                                   
Additionally, other links to useful online sources can be found within the Home Learning area 
which have been provided nationally to support schools and learners in these situations;               
E-Sgoil, BBC Bitesize, and software platforms, such as Sumdog, AR and Oxford Reading Tree, 
which the children already use in school.                                                                                      
Exploration of these links will provide plenty appropriate and stimulating activities and tasks to 
keep minds occupied and brains learning in the short while away from school. 

If whole classes are required to isolate during an ‘outbreak’ scenario, class teachers will engage 
with pupils through Google Classroom and/or Seesaw providing teaching sessions and Google 
Meets as we did through previous Class Isolations / Lockdown situations. 
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Lorem Ipsum 

Attendance                                     
Thank you for working with us to improve 
attendance figures for our school. After the 
disruption to schooling over the past 18 
months it’s even more vital you do all you 
can to ensure your child is at school, on 
time, every day to enable their learning to 
progress. Please continue to use the 
Attendance Text Line to alert us of any 
absence or time needed for appointments 
during the school day. We require to 
record and report on absences and 
therefore a reason for absence is needed 
each time you notify us. 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895  

Remember if anyone has been physically 
sick or have had episodes of diarrhoea they 
must not attend school until 48 hours have 
passed since the last episode. 

 

 

 

Meet the Teacher                                                   
COVID has altered the way in which we can run 
this event, with face-to-face contacts still not 
permitted. However, we are still very keen to 
introduce ourselves to you and to give you a 
feeling of life in each class.                                    
Staff and pupils are busy preparing short videos to 
post on Seesaw towards the end of the month 
which we hope will give a flavour of learning and 
enable you to put a ‘face to a name’ for new staff 
members.                                                              
Don’t forget you can also just pop a note on 
Seesaw or lift the phone or email; staff are more 
than happy to assist and will do all they can to 
accommodate you.  

 

 Parent Council AGM                                    
HPPC hold their AGM this week on 
Wednesday evening (1st September) at 
7pm via Zoom. We do hope many of you 
will join online to hear reports from last year 
and to support the nomination of new Office 
Bearers and Committee for the year ahead. 
The Parent Council work tirelessly with the 
school and throughout Lockdown were a 
huge source of support and a valuable 
consultation group. On behalf of the school 
we offer our very grateful thanks, 
particularly to Claire and the outgoing 
Committee for all their hard work and 
continual support.  
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 PE Uniform                                    
Thank you to so many who have provided your 
children with our ‘simplified’ PE kit. Children 
wearing it are looking very smart and it gives a 
more unified impression of belonging to our school. 
If you are able we ask that children come to school 
on PE days wearing: 

ü White (school) polo shirt 
ü Red (school) sweatshirt / jumper / cardigan 
ü Black joggers / leggings / shorts 
ü Trainers 
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Harvest Giving 

 Important Reminder                                    
Please ensure all items of clothing and 
personal belongings are clearly named. 
COVID procedures in school mean that 
parents can’t come in to reclaim clothing 
and we can only return belongings if we 
know who to pair them up with! 
Responsibility is a core school value and we 
really don’t want to be faced with 
mountains of unclaimed property. It will 
save you money and help our planet in the 
process!  

 

 

 

Over recent years we have been able to give 
a generous donation to the local Foodbank 
at Harvest.                                                         
We would be very grateful if families could 
support this again by sending in tinned or 
dry goods during October which we can 
take to the Foodbank to support our local 
community at this time.                                                                                                                           

Many more people are using this facility as 
economic situations have been affected 
during the COVID pandemic.                    

Children can drop their donations into the 
collecting basket located in the School Hall 
which we shall appropriately ‘quarantine’ 
before forwarding to the Foodbank at the 
end of term.                                                     
We have listed the items the Foodbank are 
particularly in need of at this time: 

 

Help in the grounds                                                   
We have large school grounds which require 
regular weeding during the growing seasons. 
If you have an hour to spare and are willing,  
we’d love to welcome any volunteers (in 1s or 
2s) to help us smarten up the front areas of 
the school. Please contact the Office if you 
can offer assistance and we can book you in! 
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Assemblies                                       
We know how much our children like our 
School Assemblies which are a high spot in 
our school week. Although restrictions have 
eased, we are still not able to gather all 
together for these in the school Hall so they 
continue as a live virtual event attended in 
classes. This year each class will also share 
their learning in a specially recorded video 
instead of our usual ‘Class Assembly’. When 
it’s the turn of your child’s class we’ll give you 
the link so that you as parents can enjoy and 
view it together at home with your child.                                         

 

Bikes / Scooters                                      
We ask that all children coming to school on 
bikes and scooters continue to use the top 
gate on Grant Street for entry and exit.                                    
This is a wider access point and away from 
the busy school entrance and car park.                                   
Infant children this applies to are then passed  
safely to waiting parents.                                                              
Can we also remind everyone that Grant 

Street is a one way street and should only be 
cycled ‘up’! 

 

School Meals info 

All pupils from P1-4 are now entitled to a free 
school meal, with P5 coming on board in 
January. Free milk is also available to any child 
in P1-4 ordering a school lunch. P5 and P6 
can continue to make payments for school 
lunches for the week ahead by sending in cash 
or cheques by a Friday of the previous week. 
P7 pupils ordering lunches should continue to 
use the online system set up for them in P6. 

COVID procedures adopted last year have 
improved our lunch sittings and will remain. 
Pupils eat in 3 staggered sittings across P1-3, 
P4,5 and P6,7 with more effective supervision 
from their own Classroom Assistants. These 
sitting arrangements create enough space for 
every child to get a seat and enough time to 
eat their lunch without feeling rushed – 
resulting in cleaner plates and emptier 
lunchboxes all round.   



 

 

 

 

 

Dates ahead… 
Wed 1st Sep   Parent Council AGM via Zoom  

Mon 20th Sep  Meet the Teacher videos  

Fri 8th Oct  School closes / Reports issued 

11th- 24th Oct  October Holiday Break 

Mon 25th Oct  School opens – 9am 

Sun 14th Nov   Parent Booking opens – 12noon 

Fri 19th Nov              Parent Booking closes – 12noon 

Wed 24th Nov  Parents Consultations 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 25th Nov  Parent Consultations 3.30-6.30 

Mon 29th Nov  Staff INSET 

 

October 2020 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

COVID Reminders 
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