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The end of a most unusual term 

 

It has been a delight to welcome all of our 
pupils back at, what has been, the most 
challenging time for everyone. To hear our 
building buzzing with the sounds of learning 
and to see the children so happy to be here 
amongst their friends and staff has lifted 
everyone. We’re all back where we ‘belong’ 
and it feels good!                                      
Despite being away from each other for so 
long the adjustments back have been 
relatively smooth and we are working just 
now on reminding children of school values 
and expectations as we learn again how to 
co-operate and work together.                                
Early indications of progress for pupils during 
the period of remote learning looks good and 
staff are picking up where this left off; we will 
have the opportunity to meet with you all in 
May to discuss this individually in more 
detail.                                                                
The children have worked very hard all term 
and I do hope everyone can use the 
opportunity this Spring break affords to relax 
and have as much fun as the restrictions 
allow. We are all certainly needing some  
down time after the last few months!                         
I wish you all a Happy Easter. 

  

Our Hermi Bees are a great way to remember the 
values we share as a school community and the 
expectations we have of everyone represented in 
that community.                                      
Demonstrating these every day builds a strong, 
supportive, safe and happy place for us all and 
your input in reinforcing these are really valued 
by us too. The children are reminded of them 
regularly and are praised when we see them in 
action!  
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Parent Appointments 
As our usual Spring parent                                   

consultations were affected by the                              

Lockdown we were in, we would like to offer another 

opportunity for you to meet with your child’s teacher to 

discuss progress.                                                                   

Due to continuing restrictions these will need to take 

place virtually and, at booking, you can choose whether 

you would prefer a phone call or a Google Meet – both 

of which we can accommodate according to preference. 

Our normal online booking system will be in operation 

and details will be sent out to assist you in this process. 

Teachers will also supply short summary reports prior 

to the consultations in order to give you as much 

information as we can to prepare for the shared 

discussions. We encourage you to use the Seesaw 

response form nearer the time to inform the teacher of 

anything specific you wish to discuss. 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to make use of Seesaw as a 

communication tool with staff. They will also continue to 

post homework and to share day to day learning and 

achievements to enable you to stay informed with all 

that’s going on in class and the progress your child is 
making. 

Wed 26th May: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 27th May: 4.00-7.00pm 

Bookings open and close at 
noon between 16th – 21st May 
for  appointments at these               
Progress Consultations. 

 

Cashless Catering                   
We are delighted to inform you that 

we are in discussion with the Authority 

and the Catering Team to progress a 

cashless catering system here at 

school. Please watch out for separate 

details of this system which we plan to 

commence w/b 3rd May.                         

We understand that very few of us 

hold cash now and we hope this 

system will make it much easier to pay 

for school lunches. 

Values in the Community 
With restrictions for young people 

gathering easing a little, it’s a good 

time to remind our children of their 

responsibility to behave appropriately 

within community spaces – such as 

our parks and town centre.                     

We are very proud of the standards 

held by our school and members of 

the public often comment on the 

conduct of our pupils. Even though 

‘out of school’, when wearing our 

uniform our children are ambassadors 

of the school. Please work with us to 

keep up high standards of behaviour 

so that our values can be seen 

wherever the children may be. 
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Red Nose Fun!                                    
We took the opportunity to celebrate Red Nose Day on Friday 19th March. It coincided with the end 

of the first week we’d all shared together back in school and it was a great way to celebrate being 

back together again! Comic Relief’s chosen theme of ‘superpowers’ meant that many pupils and 

staff took the chance to dress up as favourite superheroes and the building was full of happy 

children! Across the school the children took part in some fun activities in their class bubbles, 

which included joke-telling, quizzes and a special ‘Red Nose Run’. 

We also held a special virtual Assembly where we reflected on the superpowers we’ve all 

demonstrated over this past year: 

• Persevering when life got hard 

• Digging deeper to stay motivated when learning at home was tough 

• Staying indoors and away from friends and family when all we wanted was to get out and 

have fun together 

• Lifting the spirits of family members or friends who needed cheering up 

• Being “good neighbours” and helping out so many people in so many situations 
 

One of our school values is ‘Be Kind’ and we recognise this as superpower we can show, not just 

during Lockdown or on Red Nose Day, but every day of the year. Your generous donations and 

kindness generated £375 which we are delighted to send to the charity for all the efforts they are 

making in supporting people at home and internationally. 
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Storytelling Competition                                                   
Congratulations are sent to a group of pupils in 
P2 who were recognised for their effort and 
achievement in the Authority’s storytelling 
competition during Languages Week. Their 
video presentations of ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears’ caught the eye of the judges who  
made the following awards: 

3rd place in Home Languages category –         
Kyle Welsh 

Merit Awards – Melchior Barbottin,             
Olivia Le Good, Alfie Murray and Evelyn Taylor 

Well done! 

 Appointments during school time                                    
Please ensure the Office is informed of any 
appointments children may need collected 
for during a school day. You can do this by 
sending a text through the                     
Attendance Text Line 07860 029895 

 

 

 

 

Lost Property                                    
Lost property is gathering again in school and 
we are finding a number of items without 
names. Please ensure all personal items are 
named so that they can be reunited with their 
owners when lost! 

Water Bottles                                    
Now that the better weather is hopefully 
closer, please make sure your child comes to 
school with their own water bottle. We can’t 
supply reusable cups anymore and as an    
Eco school we want to minimise the                                   
number of disposable ones we are having     
to give out. 

Mobile Phones in school                                    
While we understand that many more of our 
pupils are bringing phones to school, we’d 
like to remind you that these should remain 
off whilst in school and only switched back 
on when outside school grounds.                               
The school will be in touch with any parent 
when it is required through                                                     
the school day. 

Easter Closure Time                                    
Just a reminder that school closes at 2.30pm 
on Thursday 1st April and reopens at 9am on 
Monday 19th April. 
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Accolades at the Scottish Intergenerational Awards 
Over recent years we have bee able to give a generous donation to the local Foodbank at 

Harvest time. We would be very grateful if families could support this again by sending in 

tinned or dry goods this week which we can take to the Foodbank to support our local 

community at this time.                                                                                                                                        
Many more people are using this facility as economic situations have been affected during 

the COVID pandemic. Children can drop their donations into the collecting basket located 
in the School Hall which we shall appropriately ‘quarantine’ before forwarding to the 
Foodbank at the end of term. Listed below are items the Foodbank are particularly in need 

of just now: 

 

We received news that the work we have undertaken in partnership with Argyle Care Centre 

had been recognised at the Scottish Intergenerational Awards on Friday 12th March. We were 
awarded an excellence award for our commitment to this project and the activities which 

connected the residents in the Centre with our children here at school.                                            
Prior to Lockdown, small groups of pupils visited on a monthly basis with a wide range of 

pursuits to share together. Engaging in French fun, craft and gentle exercise sessions helped 
our pupils demonstrate and teach skills to others and enabled the residents to participate in 

activities to stimulate and build connections.                                                                                  
The restrictions we faced coming back into school in August didn’t stop us working together 

and many of you will remember the very special video created by Primary Two with our new 
friends which we shared at our Christmas service. Communication comes in so many forms 

and the signing which both our children and the residents learned along to the song, 
“Something Inside so Strong”, epitomised the new skills and attitudes which prevailed through 

the last 12 months. Working together across generations teaches so much – communication, 
patience, empathy, care, consideration and respect and we are proud of the strong links forged 

with the Care Home. When restrictions ease we hope to expand this intergenerational work 
across the wider community of the town and have some exciting plans to develop things 
further. Meanwhile we are delighted that both the school and Argyle Care Home have been 

commended at this national level and wish to thank all involved in this project, under Miss       
Todd’s leadership. 
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Summer Term Plans and Transitions                                                                       
Although restrictions remain in place for pupils mixing within school                                                        
and they exclude visitors and parents from entering the building, we                                                  
don’t intend to let that stop the plans we normally have for our summer term.                               
Health Week is planned for w/b 1st June and will include sessions for the children with Active 
Schools alongside virtual visitors on Google Meets. We’ll hold our Sports Day activities in classes 
where pupils can compete to earn House points for the sports House trophy.                                 
Our E-CORE week will follow in w/b 7th June, allowing us all to focus on issues and matters 
related to the world’s sustainable goals and our Rights Respecting Schools campaigns.               
Please watch out for further details in the summer term for both of these exciting weeks – and 
information on how you can get involved at home too! 
We look forward to welcoming our new P1s and their families as they prepare to join our school 
community. Mrs McMurdo has made initial outdoor visits to Pre-5s to meet the children who will 
join us next session and their transition arrangements will be made, as last year, through a newly 
created Seesaw class to meet and get to know their staff and our school.  

Exciting plans are also being drawn up for our P7 Leavers to take part in an Activity Week during 
w/b 14th June. Tailor-made for this year’s cohort under the current restrictions and in partnership 
with the pupils and their parents, everyone can look forward to Leaver’s arrangements to 
remember in this important step in life – and look out for them sporting their newly acquired 
Leaver’s hoodies on the last day of term, later this week! 

 

 

 
 

Parent Council News  
We hope you have all settled back into school life the past few weeks and are                                   
enjoying some form of normality! As you may know, the local community have                                    
been hard at work creating hand knitted and crotchet bees for all the pupils. They will be buzzing 
your way soon 🐝 
With the last term of the school year almost upon us we are starting to think of some fun activities 
we can do together. At this point we would usually be planning our biggest fundraiser of the year, 
the Summer Fair. However, this will unfortunately not be possible. Instead we are putting on our 
thinking caps to come up with some COVID safe fundraising activities. We are looking to do a 
Summer Raffle, and perhaps some kind of treasure hunt around town. Watch this space for 
further information 👀 We would love to hear any fundraising and activity ideas you might have, so 
together we can give all pupils the fun last term they deserve.                                                       
Please email any ideas to HPPCenquiries@outlook.com                                                                                                    
Wishing you all a Happy Easter, from Hermitage Primary Parent Council 
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COVID Reminders 

Please continue to alert school to any COVID-related absence – this includes anyone awaiting 
tests or results of tests, either positive or negative, within a family.  

Anyone with symptoms should not attend school but should seek advice around a test. 

Children are reminded that no toys or games should be brought from home, but bags and water 
bottles can be brought daily. Please ensure your child’s stationery kit is kept topped up as this 
needs to remain in school for the time being.  Schools have now been given clearance from the 
Scottish Government for reading books to be taken home – but please ensure hands are 
washed / sanitised before and after touching these books. Library books will continue to be 
quarantined within school between Friday and Monday before going back out onto shelves. 

Masks are required to be worn by all adults at drop off and pick up time around our gates and 
we remind you all to ensure you socially distance as you wait on pavements.                               
Thank you to all of you for your observance of these measures. Public Health Highland recently 
commended schools for all we are doing together to keep transmission rates low. It is working 
like this, doing all we can and sharing responsibility together which will keep each other safer. 
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Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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There has been some good news to celebrate within the Staff 
Team recently. Following success at interview, Mrs Donna 
Bradbury now assumes the permanent role of Pupil Support 
Assistant at the Early Stages and Mrs Alison Carmichael and 
Mrs Sue Cox have both been appointed as permanent 
Classroom Assistants for the school. Mrs Vicky Carter joins us 
as a new PEF funded Classroom Assistant, working with Mrs 
Carmichael in P4 after the Easter break. 

We also welcome two student teachers after the Easter break. 
Miss Jemma Williamson will work with the P7 staff and Miss 
Hannah Butler with the P5 staff.  

I have had the staffing figure for next session confirmed for 15 
classes and towards the end of next term you will receive 
details of classes and staff for 2021-22. 

Dates ahead… 
1st April   School closes - 2.30pm 

19th April  School open – 9am 

16th May          Parent Appt bookings open – 12 noon 

21st May  Parent Appt bookings close – 12 noon      

   Reports issued 

26th May  Parent Appointments: 5.30-8.30pm 

27th May  Parent Appointments: 4.00-7.00pm 

28th May  INSET day for staff 

31st May  School closed (May holiday) 

1st-4th June  Health Week 

7th–11th June  E-CORE Week 

14th-18th June  P7 Activity Week 

30th June  School closes – 1pm 

 

 


