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Welcome Back! 

 

Next week will see the return of our P4-
7 classes who will join P1-3 back in 
school. It will be wonderful to have all of 
our children and staff back ‘where they 
belong’. While we are so proud of all the 
extreme efforts everyone went to in 
order to continue learning as best they 
could from home, there is no doubt that 
school is the best place to be! Seeing 
the excitement and delight of our infant 
children as they ran up the steps on 
their first day back is an image that will 
remain with me for a long time. And to 
witness the daily enthusiasm they are 
putting into their learning, surrounded 
by friends and skilled, caring staff is a 
daily joy. It will be fantastic to go 
through the same process with our 
Junior and Senior children over these 
next few weeks and to settle them back 
in before the stability of a summer term 
begins. Staff are all here to support the 
smoothest transition back into school 
as possible. It will take a bit of adjusting 
again but we are confident that all of our 
pupils will, once again, enjoy being back 
together with their teachers and friends. 

  

 

There is much talk in the media, at present, about 
children ‘catching up’. Please do not become over- 
anxious about this aspect. Every child in the country 
has missed similar experiences and therefore, if 
anything, the national benchmarks need to be adjusted. 
Many children will have grown in different ways and 
learned new things during this period of remote learning 
and we must also recognise this as we assess and 
regroup again in school. Teachers will be very busy 
assessing and planning how to make the most effective 
use of teaching time and the summer term will be 
focused on this. Learning is a continuum and every 
child will be afforded the opportunity to progress at their 
level, supported and challenged in order to achieve and 
attain. We know from the experiences of children in 
comparable disruptive education experiences that their 
long-term life chances are not affected – they go on to 
be successful and achieve within ‘normalised’ time 
frames given the right support, nurture, encouragement 
and guidance. Staff will make time to talk with parents 
individually during May in order to give you all more 
detailed information on progress and achievement.          
At this stage the summer term looks as if certain 
restrictions will remain in place and so our regular 
shared events will need some modifications to run. 
Please look out for details after the Easter holidays.       
My heartfelt thanks go to each and every member of our 
community as we’ve come through this challenging 
period together – truly being the ‘best we can be!’ 
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Parking and Distancing                                     
With the full school community coming back 
it’s vital we think about safe parking again. 
We have a large school on busy roads in a 
residential area and parking is 
understandably limited. Please can we 
remind you to park considerately and safely. 
Double parking is dangerous and can cause 
accidents. We need to work together to 
keep us all safe. It’s best to park a little way 
from the school, where possible. Please 
also remember the school car park is for 
staff use only and be aware of cars using 
this while crossing the entrance.                                                  
While waiting at gates, it’s really important 
for attending adults to wear masks and 
social-distance. Although children are back 
in school the rules for outdoor mixing 
amongst adults across households still 
apply. Please respect this and do not 
socialise at drop off and pick up times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 School Uniforms                                    
We appreciate that, having not worn 
uniforms for so long, some pupils may have 
outgrown items and / or you may be having 
difficulty in obtaining uniform items. We are 
happy to be a bit more flexible in this area 
and understand if sensible non-uniform 
items are being worn.                        
Remember the Helensburgh                                  
Uniform Bank is also there                                  
to be used and may be able                                         
to help out…  
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Red Nose Day                                                                                                           
Friday 19th March is Red Nose Day                         
and will also herald the end of the first full week 
we’ll all have had together back in school - giving 
us a great excuse to celebrate!                                            
Comic Relief’s theme for the day is 
“Superheroes” and we invite and encourage 
everyone to come to school dressed either as 
their favourite superhero or in casual clothes, if 
preferred. In order to raise some money for the 
charity, please also provide a suggested 
donation of £1 per child which we can add to 
Comic Relief’s fundraising total.                    
Although we can’t mix across bubbles, we’ll have 
a special virtual Assembly in school and staff are 
already planning some fun things for their 
classes to enjoy to get into the spirit of the day. 
Although red noses are being sold for the event 
we ask that children save these for home to 
avoid against these being ‘shared’ or ‘swapped’ 
in school.                                                         
Perhaps you’d like to paint on a red nose 
instead? (Much safer in our current health 
climate) 

 HPPC Lottery                                    
Although fundraising for the school is more 
limited, please remember you can join the Parent 
Council monthly Lottery to support the monies 
they raise which go directly back into enriching 
experiences for the children. To sign up or get 
more information contact them directly at: 
HermitagePrimaryPC@outlook.com  

 


