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Term One has flown! 
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We can hardly believe the October 
break is upon us and that the first term 
has flown in already!                                 
It has been great to be back together 
again and although things need to be 
slightly different to keep everyone as 
safe as possible, the children have 
adapted so well and are getting used to 
being within their class ‘bubbles’. 
Everyone is working very hard and staff 
are doing all they can to accelerate the 
learning and ‘plug the gaps’ that may 
have arisen over our national Lockdown 
period. We will offer individual 
telephone consultations when we return 
from the October break to enable you to 
chat directly with the class teachers  
and receive progress updates.                
(see page 4)                                                  
Our staggered playtimes and 
lunchtimes mean that the children can 
also enjoy more space within the 
playground and it’s lovely to see them 
able to socialise safely together. 

  

 

Staffing News 
Mrs Impey leaves us at the end of this week to begin a 
new job at Hermitage Academy. We thank her for all her 
work with us and wish her well in her new post.                       
I shall inform you of her temporary replacement as soon 
as this is filled.            

 

One of the compromises we are all having to make in 
our ‘new normal’ is the lack of whole school events 
and the inability to have parents in as we would 
usually do. We will continue to try and work as 
creatively as we can to open up different opportunities 
for engagement.                                                                           
The launch of Seesaw across the school has been 
introduced as a way to keep you as informed as 
possible and to replace our home-school Planner or 
face to face contact. Read more about this on page 2. 

Despite the changes, many exciting things have been 
happening over this term and as you read through this 
Newsletter you’ll be able to find out more and see 
what plans lie ahead.                      

We do hope everyone enjoys the break we’re heading 
into and gets the chance to spend some family time 
together – maybe even outdoors in the autumn 
sunshine using some of the ideas on page 7… 

 

 

 



 

Lorem Ipsum 

 

Communications - Seesaw                                                                                  
Change is always a challenging process and we’ve all been subject to so many changes over this 
recent period. Communication with you has never been more important as access to school for 
you as parents seems much more ‘limited’. As we have learned, so much more of this now needs 
to come through an online or ‘virtual’ environment as we cannot permit parents into school and 
across ‘bubbles’.                                                                                                                               

Seesaw is one way for us to develop richer communication with you and enables us to provide 
you with an improved version of our Home-School Planner and Learning Profile.                           
Unlike the restrictions of our paper version, Seesaw opens up new possibilities in the virtual 
environment which can enable you to learn so much more about your child in a secure and safe 
way through their personal journals.                                                                                                                                                            

Using this app school can: 
ü share news and pictures of your child learning in class  

ü post requirements / suggestions for home learning 

ü send ‘notes’ home with information from the school day 

ü share details of your child’s learning targets and what they achieve 

ü publish ‘reports’ for you to download and keep to record your child’s learning journey and 
use as a stimulus for discussion with the class teacher 

In turn you can: 

ü send ‘notes’ to the class teacher with any information you want to pass on 

ü ‘like’ and comment on posts the teacher shares with you 

ü stay informed with all that’s going on in class and the achievements your child is making 

ü submit homework and share other examples of things your child is doing and is proud of 

Using Seesaw together in this way allows us to build up a Learning Portfolio that will follow your 
child as they move through the school and will enable to keep up vital communication with you all 
if we face another period of disrupted learning.                                                                                           
I appreciate it’s a lot for both staff and parents to get used to but working patiently together will 
enable a richer dialogue and insight into what your child is doing and how well they are achieving. 
It won’t happen overnight, but if everyone is aware of the intent and ‘direction of travel’ it will help 
as we develop things together.                                                                                                         
Thank you to so many of you for your positive comments thus far and I’m sorry I can’t do 
anything about the logging on/off for individual children within the same family – it’s a constraint 
of the app itself and is designed for privacy and security.                                                                                              
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Communications - Google Classroom 
Another element of digital technology we are making extensive use of is                                       
Google Classroom.                                                                                                                              
As the name suggests this is a virtual classroom environment that sits                                               
within the suite of software known as ‘G-Suite’.                                                                                        
Our senior classes (P5-7) have this embedded within their normal working                                         
practices in school and we are working to extend the proficiency of pupils                                                
in Primary 3 and 4 to enable them also to use and share its benefits. 

In its most basic terms, Google Classroom is the place where assignments are set by the teacher, 
worked on by the pupil – in a kind of ‘virtual jotter’ and submitted back for feedback and 
assessment. 

It’s a marvellous collaborative tool as multiple pupils can work on the same project enabling them 
to work together without being in the same room! 

As login for pupils comes through the Scottish Education portal, GLOW, it is safe and secure with 
access only for the permitted user through their unique passwords. 

Learning how to work in Google Classroom is a vital set of skills for now and the future; pupils in 
Secondary schools and further/higher education are using this and similar to engage effectively in 
learning and work-places are relying on this kind of software and skill more and more.                       
So, for our pupils it’s not only an enjoyable way to work but also an important one to learn. 

It is web-based and can be accessed on any computer or digital device and doesn’t need special 
equipment – although you may hear your children talking about our ‘Chromebooks’ which we 
have invested in in school to grow the work in this area and afford greater access to more pupils 
at any one time. (These devices were also loaned out to any families who required them during 
Lockdown) 

After the October break we hope to share some ‘Help Videos’ with you which may explain a bit 
more about Google Classroom – how to log in, how to use it, how to ‘supervise’ and see the 
tasks assigned for your children and how to turn in assignments.                                                        

I do hope this goes some way to explain how things are                                                                 
developing in school and the different ways we are using                                                                    
these two main sources of technology to enrich practice                                                                      
and achievement.                                                                                                                                     
It’s all a steep learning curve, but we’ll do it together! 

Although our door is no longer ‘open’, please be assured we                                                                   
continue to listen to you and encourage you to get in touch                                                                  
with us with any concerns or indeed positive stories when                                                                       
we’ve got things right!                                                                                                                 
Concerns are usually rectified very quickly when we know and                                                                       
can work together to sort them out.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
*If any parent does require to access the front door, please knock and wait for a member of the 
admin team to come and assist. Do not attempt to enter yourself. 
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Lorem Ipsum 

  

Attendance                                     
Thank you for working with us to improve 
attendance figures for our school. After our 
period of national Lockdown it’s even more 
vital you do all you can to ensure your child 
is at school, on time, every day to enable 
their learning to progress. Please continue 
to use the Attendance Text Line to alert us 
of any absence or time needed for 
appointments during the school day. We 
require to record and report on absences 
and therefore a reason for absence is 
needed each time you notify us. 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895  

Remember the COVID symptoms and keep 
your child off school if they or any family 
member displays them. It is also important 
to ensure COVID testing takes place and 
the appropriate isolation periods are  
adhered to. 

 

 

 

Reports and Parent Consultations                                                   
Class teachers will prepare our usual ‘written’ 
reports and share these with you through Seesaw 
on Friday 23rd October. This will give you a 
summary of their attainment and achievement. 
We hope this will be helpful and form the basis of 
a discussion you are invited to have with the 
class teacher. 

Telephone consultations                                  
seem to have become the                                     
‘norm’ now in so many                                        
areas of life, and we will                                           
offer this opportunity for                                                
you to catch up with teachers for individual 
discussions on learning and progress at the end 
of this month. We will use our usual system of 
online registration for these with the class teacher 
on the dates below. Details of how to book are 
being sent as an attachment to this Newsletter 
with booking open between 12noon on Sunday 
18th October to Friday 23rd October. We do 
hope everyone will take up this offer.                                                                                                                        
Additionally, please let the class teacher know of 
any particular issue you wish to discuss via 
Seesaw after the reports are issued on 23rd 
October. 

 Parent Council AGM                                    
HPPC hold their AGM this week on 
Wednesday evening (30th September) at 
7pm via Zoom. We do hope many of you 
will join online to hear reports from last year 
and to support the nomination of new Office 
Bearers and Committee for the year ahead. 
The Parent Council work tirelessly with the 
school and throughout Lockdown were a 
huge source of support and a valuable 
consultation group. On behalf of the school 
we offer our very grateful thanks, 
particularly to Claire and the outgoing 
Committee for all their hard work and 
continual support.  

 

Wed 28th  Oct: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 29th Oct: 4.00-7.00pm  

Book an appointment for 
discussion at these               

Progress Consultations. 

 

Of course, if anything crops up out-with these 
dates, just pop a note on Seesaw, lift the 
phone or email; staff will do all they can to 
accommodate you. 
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RRSA Gold Accreditation Visit                                                   
Our Rights Respecting Schools Gold Award 
visit is on Thursday!                                                  
As you know we have worked very hard over 
recent years embedding UNICEF’s Rights of 
the Child into our ethos and curriculum, with 
amazing results. The Gold Standard is the 
highest award a school can attain; keep your 
fingers crossed we can demonstrate all that is 
needed to become the first school in Argyll 
and Bute to attain this accolade!                       
You’ll be the first to hear… 

Harvest Giving 
Over recent years we have bee able to give a generous donation to the local Foodbank at Harvest 

 Important Reminder                                    
Please ensure all items of clothing and 
personal belongings are clearly named. 
With new COVID procedures in school 
parents can’t come in to reclaim clothing 
and we can only return belongings if we 
know who to pair them up with! 
Responsibility is a core school value and we 
really don’t want to be faced with 
mountains of unclaimed property. It will 
save you money and help our planet in the 
process!  

 

 

 

Over recent years we have been able to give 
a generous donation to the local Foodbank 
at Harvest.                                                         
We would be very grateful if families could 
support this again by sending in tinned or 
dry goods during October which we can 
take to the Foodbank to support our local 
community at this time.                                                                                                                           

Many more people are using this facility as 
economic situations have been affected 
during the COVID pandemic.                    

Children can drop their donations into the 
collecting basket located in the School Hall 
which we shall appropriately ‘quarantine’ 
before forwarding to the Foodbank at the 
end of the month*                                                     
We have listed the items the Foodbank are 
particularly in need of at this time: 

 

*Donations can be sent after the October break too! 
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‘Outdoor Learning’                
More and more of our learning is being taken 
outdoors as we know this is the safest 
environment for people just now.                            
Not only that but our children are motivated 
and excited to learn outdoors! 

We’d really like to continue this through next 
term but are aware the weather may turn 
against us. Please assist by ensuring your child 
comes to school in appropriate warm and 
waterproof clothing and footwear when you 
know they are engaging in outdoor sessions 
that day.  

Primary One benefit from weekly Forest 
Schools sessions led by Mrs Miller, our trained 
Forest Schools Leader, ably assisted by Mrs 
Bradbury and P2-7 work with Mr Henry on a 
fortnightly basis.                                           

 We also invite interested parents to come in 
and support Mr Henry in these practical 
sessions. In order to minimise risks, any willing 
volunteer would need to be able to commit to 
assisting at the same time each week to keep 
the same contact for class ‘bubbles’ and to 
assist the Trace and Protect scheme. Please 
get in touch with the school if you can commit 
to this and offer your assistance.  

Assemblies                                       
We know how much our children like our 
School Assemblies which proved so popular 
during Lockdown as a community connector 
and opportunity to share news and learning. 
Coming back into school means we can’t 
gather together as one whole school as we’d 
normally do and we’ve been working hard 
‘behind the scenes’ on the technology which 
could allow us to broadcast live to the 
separate classrooms around the building at 
Assembly time.                                                                    
We hope to have the solution in place by the 
time we return from the October break as we 
are aware how much these times are being 
missed.                                                                    
We also intend to give each class the 
opportunity to share their learning in recorded 
Class Assemblies which will be shared with 
you as parents to enjoy and view together at 
home with your child.                                        
Watch out for details after half term ... 

 Bikes / Scooters                                      
We ask all children coming to school on bikes 
and scooters to use the top gate on Grant 
Street for entry and exit.                                    
This is a wider access point and away from 
the busy school entrance and car park.                                   
Infant children this applies to will be 
accompanied to this gate at 3pm by a staff 
member and passed more safely to waiting 
parents.                                                              
Can we also remind everyone that Grant 
Street is a one way street and should only be 
cycled ‘up’! 

 

School Meals info 

A new menu comes into operation from the 
school kitchen after the October break. This 
will be sent out via Expressions. Please be 
aware the cost of a school lunch for pupils in 
P4-7 will also increase to £2.30 
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Autumn Activities for the October Break… 
Autumn is a fantastic time of year to get out and explore the world around you; the weather 
can be bright and the winter chill hasn’t yet set in. The October break offers a great opportunity 
to put down tablets and devices, don your wellies and spend time together in some fun 
activities. Here’s a wee list of things we published last year that you might like to try again… 
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Dates ahead… 
Wed 30th Sep   Parent Council AGM via Zoom  

Thurs 1st Oct  RRSA Accreditation Visit  

Fri 2nd Oct  School closes 

Sun 18th Oct  Parent Booking opens – 12noon 

Mon 19th Oct  School opens – 9am 

Fri 23rd Oct   Parent Booking closes – 12noon 

   Reports issued 

Wed 28th Oct  Parents Consultations 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 29th Oct  Parent Consultations 4.00-7.00 

Fri 20th Nov  P3 Shared Learning Assembly 

Fri 27th Nov  Staff INSET 

Mon 30th Nov  Staff INSET 

 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

COVID Reminders 
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