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Spring Has Sprung! 

 

March heralds the beginning of Spring and 
after a long winter it heartening to look 
forward to lighter mornings and longer days.               
Living in Scotland still means we’ll have 
inclement weather though, so please make 
sure your child is equipped with appropriate 
clothing and footwear – especially for 
Outdoor Learning sessions, where clothes 
often get wet, so a change is advisable.                             
It’s not just lighter days we can look forward 
to though, this final month of the term holds 
a number of events to get excited about and 
this Newsletter contains details of them.                       
Our first Home Learning Exhibition is planned 
for the end of the month and we hope you 
are enjoying working together in this task.                          
Its theme is around Shows and Musicals to 
tie in with the BIG P6/7 Show, OLIVER! (by 
arrangement with Music Theatre International 
– Europe)                                                       
We’re delighted to have been granted 
performing rights for this Show and hope 
everyone will be able to attend at the end of 
term. Ticket prices are lower than in previous 
years but we do have to charge enough to 
cover the costs of putting a show of this 
nature on. Tickets go on sale w/b 16th March 
and it promises to be great entertainment for 
all. Please support P6 and P7 and all the 
work they are putting in to this. 

Good Hygiene                                     
In the light of the international spread of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) we are doing all we 
can to promote good hygiene in our pupils. 
Instead of ‘high-fiving’ pupils at the gate, Mr 
Tracey is greeting the children with an ‘elbow-
bump’ and we have undertaken hand-washing 
lessons with all of our classes.  

In-keeping with national advice please can we 
ask that we work together to help stop the 
virus spreading: 

 

Do take a look at our whole school 
‘Values’ display in the foyer – every one 

of us is unique and matters!  



 Lorem Ipsum 

Scottish Week                                                                                           
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Our return to school in January saw us launch straight into Scots 
Week. All of the children in the school got very busy learning their 
Scottish poems and songs in preparation for our school 
competitions and event to celebrate the rich heritage and culture 
of the country. We again invited special guests to adjudicate the 
Quaich competitions. Mrs Sheenah Nelson from Dumbarton 
Burns Club and Mr John MacPherson from Helensburgh and 
Garelochside Rotary were very impressed with the standard from 
all competitors and awarded the prizes to Adam Lyell in P3b for 
his rendition of “The Sair Finger” and to Connie Dunn in P7a for 

her recital of “Willie Wastle”. 

The school was treated to these recitations at 
our Celebration afternoon at the end of the week 
alongside a multitude of talented performers 
from across the school – musicians, dancers, 
singers combined to produce an afternoon of 

quality entertainment. Certificates were also awarded to all the children from each class who 
received special commendation for their poetry recitations and we all marveled at the skills 
Primary 6 put together to create their own animated short film about Robert Burns. If you’d like to 
see this for yourself, please have a look : https://youtu.be/H-NjJnSNO0o Parents and friends of our 
performers really appreciated their invitation to share in the special Afternoon.                                                                                                                           
During February we were also fortunate to host another two French teaching students at the 
school. Lou and Fanette worked with all of the classes where our pupils had the chance to learn 
more of French culture and extend their knowledge of the language We were able to teach Lou 
and Fanette a little more about Scotland and its education system too. Our Pupil Council held a 
successful ‘Red, White and Blue’ day to welcome our visitors when they also enjoyed 
performances from our pupils of music, song, dance and poetry. £144.20 was raised for The Dogs 
Trust. 

International Week of Languages                                                                
Tying in with our focus on Scots heritage and French culture, we all took 
part in International Week of Languages at the beginning of February. 

During the week we were able to celebrate 
the diversity of cultures represented in our 
school. Special thanks to so many families 
for the visits they made to share in our 
classes. They made our learning come alive 
and it was great to learn more of traditions 
within other countries around the world.  
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Outdoor Learning                                                                                   
All of our pupils have braved the winter weather to continue their outdoor learning sessions led 
by Mr Henry. It’s been a particular pleasure to engage with the Hermitage Park Project over the 
past few months. Our children have worked alongside the Park staff in developing the new 
allotment area. This has given the children a ‘real’ project to be involved in; learning new skills, 
working together and serving the community in which we live. Our work in the Park has also 
gained the school Bronze and Silver awards from Woodland Trust Green Tree Schools.                                                                               
Our pupils learn so much from working in the outdoors and tell us they really enjoy taking 
learning outside the classroom. Alongside the physical new skills they are learning – using tools 
and learning about nature, they also build resilience, assess risk and work co-operatively to 
create and problem-solve; all vital skills for mature development now and in the future. Please 
can we remind you to supply your child with appropriate kit for outdoor learning. Clothes and 
footwear often get wet so it’s vital pupils are changing into kit for their sessions. We continue to 
seek outgrown waterproofs and wellies to hold in school as spare kit for those children who 
may need it. Please send in anything you may have that we can make use of in school. Thanks! 

The Giraffe Den                                             
Our Giraffe Den opened its doors last week and 
welcomed its first group of children in to play and 
learn. This area is an important part of our Health 
and Wellbeing strategy and sits beside Play 
Therapy as one of the supports we can offer 
children who might need a little more time spent 
in exploring and handling emotion.                          
PEF funding has allowed us to kit it out with a 
wide variety of engaging resources and Mrs 
Lafferty-McGaw and Mrs Johnstone work 
alongside the children 
in the room three 
afternoons a week. 
Please do pop in to 
see it for yourself any 
time you are in 
school; it really is a 
warm and nurturing 
environment in which 
to learn important 
social skills. 

Games Leaders                                
In response to pupil requests, we have 
moved back to class areas in our play 
spaces. Each break the children are 
timetabled to enjoy the range of space and 
opportunity we have available.                           
We have also been able to create a new 
zone with specially purchased playground 
toys, chosen by our pupils.                               
A group of senior pupils have recently been 
trained as Games Leaders by Active 
Schools in order to promote and facilitate 
quality physical play in this area. The 
Games Leaders also run a programme of 
‘potted sports’ where our children can 
compete with others engaged in the 
project across the cluster and authority. 
Watch this space for how well we do! 
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Launch of Home Learning Strategy                                                               
Developed in response to requests about changes in our 
Homework policy and practice and in conjunction with staff, 
pupils and parents we launched our new Home Learning 
Strategy after the February break. We had a very good turnout 
of parents and carers at the Launch meeting where we set the 
changes in context – feedback from surveys, current research and the planned way forward. All 
of the documentation and supporting resources now sit on the school website for easy access.                                                                                                                              
Essentially changes mean instead of sending home weekly ‘set’ homework to be returned and 
marked by teachers, we are encouraging everyone to participate in shared reading each night 
and to engage in other tasks related to reading and spelling when you would like to, using guided 
activity supports for this purpose. Practise in numeracy can be gained by using Sumdog at home 
and accessing the Numeracy support guides on the website. Each term we will provide a ‘Home 
Learning Challenge’ for families to engage in as creatively as they wish. These tasks are 
context-based and will offer the opportunity for pupils to combine a wide variety of skills within 
their learning to creatively meet the brief. When these are returned to school we will display them 
all as a Learning Exhibition open to all to attend and share in.                                                                                
As with any new development, there will be an opportunity created to review its implementation 
and impact but we do hope you are enjoying the freedom and flexibility this approach is opening 
up for you within your family contexts.                                                                                              
A few questions have been raised and this list of FAQs may prove helpful and reassuring as we 
venture into this new territory together…                                                                                             
Will my child still be learning spelling? Yes! Spelling is an important literacy skill and 
your child will still be taught spelling strategies using lists of key words. This learning will take 
place in class where children will be engaged in a variety of tasks to practise each week. You will 
be given a note of the words they are focussing on each week to enable you to use the Grids to 
for any additional practise you wish. Weekly spelling tests will still take place to assess the 
learning and plan for future steps in this area of literacy. 

How does Sumdog articulate with the learning taking place in class?               
Children will continue to be taught computation methods in class and you will see from their 
Personal Planners where their planned target areas of learning focus are within maths. Sumdog 
gives the opportunity to practise numeracy skills using a digital device. This method of learning is 
motivational and engaging for pupils; they enjoy working this way. It’s also an easy way for you to 
see how their skills are developing. 

Does my child have to work with others in the Home Learning Challenge? 
Children are free to work however they choose. Some may choose to work independently, others 
may decide to work together as a family group and others may want to work with their friends to 
produce a final outcome. 
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What do I do if I can’t provide time or resources to support my child in the 
Home Learning Tasks? We understand that some families may experience difficulty in 
supporting their children. This could be down to lack of time in busy households or access to 
resources, such as technology or crafts. It may even be that your own skills in a particular area 
aren’t enough to help out. Special ‘Open Hub’ sessions will be made available for anyone to opt 
into. Staff members will run these to guide and support, enabling all to be able to access the 
richness of these learning opportunities. Details of these sessions will be sent home via the 
Expressions App to enable you to plan for ‘dropping in’. These will be open to both children 
attending independently and parents who may wish to accompany. 

How does this new approach link with homework approaches in transition to 
S1? Homework at Secondary school is set to support on-going work within class. This will vary 
from subject to subject and often takes the form of extended ‘project-based’ tasks similar to our 
Home Learning Challenges where multiple skills combine for success. 

School 
Development 
Work                                                                             
In addition to our Home Learning 
Strategy, we have refreshed our 
approaches to assessment within 
Writing. Using the national 
Benchmarks for each level, a 
working group of staff have 
devised scales to assess the 
progress children are making 
through a Level now linked to 
national standards. Staff have 
begun to use these across writing 
in varying contexts which gives a 
truer reflection of attainment 
rather than on one ‘cold’ assessed 
piece. We are also working across 
stages and levels to moderate and 
ensure agreed standards are 
shared consistently across the 
school.  

Accelerated Reading                                     
We have seen a real rise in motivation and enjoyment of 
reading across the school and this is reflected in the 
colossal amount of data Accelerated Reading is producing 
for us. At the end of January we were able to report to 
children at Assembly that between them all they had read 
a massive 35,272,213 words since August!                                         
Across each stage we awarded a ‘Clash of the Classes’ 
certificate to the class which had amassed the most ‘read 
words’. We are also proud to announce 4 ‘Word 

Millionaires’ – individuals who have read a million words 
or more since August. Whenever this milestone is reached 
they are awarded a special school certificate and a 
voucher to spend on a new book.                                           
The time all of our pupils spend 
reading translates into improved 
attainment in all aspects of literacy – 
comprehension improves as does 
lexicon and use of vocabulary.                                                                            
PEF funding is allowing us to further 
augment the books within our Library. 
Miss Philips has worked with a group of children to select 
and order new books that the children have requested. 
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OLIVER!                                                                 

Primary 6 and 7 are 
working very hard to 
produce and 
perform this popular stage show. It promises 
to be a great event and we do hope as many 
as possible will join us at one of the three 
planned performances:                              
Tuesday 31st March – 1.30pm                 
Wednesday 1st April – 7pm                        
Thursday 2nd April – 7pm                                   
The children are responsible for the full 
production, including set, scenery, acting and 
singing and are very excited to welcome you. 
Tickets are priced £5 (which includes a free 
soft drink for children). Order forms will be 
sent home via Expressions and tickets can be 
purchased w/b 16th March each day from the  
sales desk in the School hall from 2.45pm. 

Digital Technologies                                   
A group of senior pupils have been appointed 
Digital Leaders, following successful 
applications they made for the posts. These 
children are highly skilled in their use of digital 
technology and will work alongside school staff 
in supporting its use in the school.                       
Their first task is to produce a Hermitage 
Guide to Internet Safety and we intend to 
share this next term in an Assembly and in a 
paper guide.                                                          
P6 and P7 
benefited greatly 
from the Rotary-
provided training 
in January in 
conjunction with 
Police Scotland 
and we were 
delighted that a 
talented P7 pupil, 
Keeley Dundas, 
was commended in their annual Internet Safety 
poster competition. Keeley’s eye-catching 
design and clever slogan was awarded first 
place and she received her prize at a ceremony 
in the Civic Centre. Well done!                         
Don’t forget PC Stephen Carr will also make 
himself available at a stand for Parents at our 
March Parent Appointments. We hope this 
opportunity will help to equip you further as 
parents, in an ever-changing environment.                                                        
It’s also timely to remind families of the school 
policy on mobile devices. Mobile devices are 
not permitted to be switched on and 
operational during the school day. This is to 
provide safety for all and also applies to smart 
watches. Please be aware of this and work 
with your children to stick to this policy and 
practice. 

Clubs                                     
Although our After School Block has finished, 
a small number of other school clubs continue 
to run.                                                                      
Our popular ‘Philosophy Café’, led by Mrs 
Scott, gathers every Monday lunchtime where 
pupils engage in deeper thinking around ‘big 
issues’ and is open to P4 and above.                                                                 
SU takes place in the Drama Room each 
Tuesday lunchtime and we are grateful to the 
community volunteers who provide this 
opportunity for interested P5-7s.                            
A new lunchtime Quiz Club starts this Friday 
(6th March) led by youth worker, Emily Harvey-
Cartmell. This will rotate monthly between P4-
7 giving all of our juniors and seniors a chance 
to participate.                                                         
All of these are ‘drop-in’ sessions. Pupils need 
not sign up but simply attend after a ‘first 
lunch’ if they wish to join in.  



 

 

Meet with the Teacher                                                                                       
It was great to have the chance to meet with so many of you at our Parents Appointments in 
November. Parents Appointments planned for later this month give you the chance to meet up 
with your child’s Class Teacher, once again, to discuss progress. 
These are set for:                                                                                                                          
Wednesday 18th March between 5.30-8.30pm                                                                           
Thursday 19th March between 3.30-6.30pm.                      

Our online booking system will go ‘live’ on Sunday 8th March and will 
remain open until 6pm on Friday 13th March. Information on how to use 
the system will be sent via Expressions. Individual pupil reports for Term 3 
will be shared within your child’s Pupil Planner on Monday 16th March and we ask that you 
share this process with us by entering your own comments in the appropriate section. We will 
continue our practice of sending home a pack with some of your child’s work for you to share 
together as a family prior to the meetings and provide, once again, an opportunity to detail 
anything in particular you wish to talk about, forming that shared agenda for discussion.  

You are welcome to take your children into any of the consultations with you or if you prefer you 
can drop them into the Hall where a film will be showing. Within the Hall we will also have a 
small number of ‘stands’. In addition to PC Stephen Carr’s Internet Safety support, Digital 
Leaders will be demonstrating Sumdog and another group of pupils will be conducting a survey 
to gather parental views on our Personal Planners – the system we currently use to record 
learning targets, review and share progress with you in learning. Please take the time to give us 
your views. This will be important as we review our practice. 
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World Book Day – Thursday 5th March                                                        
We are all looking forward to World Book Day on Thursday and the activities planned.                       
Our pupils love working together in mixed age groups and have asked for another opportunity 
to work across their House groups.                                                                                                      
On Thursday afternoon they’ll all come together to work in 4 separate teams across each of the 
four Houses taking part in an all-age Book Quiz (and earning points for their Houses) and 
designing a new Book character.                                                                                                            
All pupils will also be given their token to claim a free book from World Book Day. Tokens can 
either be exchanged in any affiliated store for one of the free books on offer, or saved until 
Tuesday 10th March when parent, Mrs Lynn Murray will, once again, visit from Waterstones with 
a stand for children to use.                                                                             
We are very grateful to Lynn and Waterstones, for providing 
this opportunity. 
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Stationery Shop 
Primary Seven run our stationery shop for any 
small items children may want to replace for 
their pencil cases. The shop is open on a 
Friday breaktime in the Hall and  stock / prices 
are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber    20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Tuck Shop                                             
Our Catering Staff operate a daily Tuck Shop from the 
hatches each morning break.                                                     
Listed below are prices of items for sale:                                                                      
Carton of juice – 40p   F lavoured water – 50p             
P lain milk – 20p          Breadstick – 10p  
Apple/Orange – 20p    ‘Fruity Pot’  – 40p                      
Cr isps (baked) – 60p    Mini biscuits – 30p 
Popcorn – 60p             Buttered toast – 30p 
Yoghurt pot – 30p        Muller ‘Corner’  – 35p 
Homemade Flapjack (Tues/Thurs) – 40p                            

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

*Please note change from previously published 
date for P2 Class Assembly. Due to the School 
Show this will now take place on Friday 1st May 

with the P1 Open Learning event moving to 
Friday 12th May. 

Dates ahead… 
Wed 4th March  Euroquiz Heats – P6 

Thurs 5th March World Book Day 

Fri 6th March  P7 Day of Dance @ Victoria Halls 

Sun 8th March  Parent Appointment booking opens 

Fri 13th March  Parent Appointment booking closes 

Mon 16th March Term 3 Reports issued 

Wed 18th March Parent Appointments: 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 19th March Parent Appointment: 3.30-6.30  

Tues 31st March OLIVER! Performance: 1.30pm 

Wed 1st April                 OLIVER! Performance: 7pm 

Thurs 2nd April  OLIVER! Performance: 7pm 

Fri 3rd April  School closes (re-opens 20th)  

Community Corner                                     
We often receive information from 
community groups, which can afford 
great opportunities for participation and 
wider achievement for our children.    
While we cannot endorse any of the 
clubs or activities, it is good practice to 
share what is on offer within our local 
community.                                                     
We will continue to share any we are 
made aware of via Expressions and on 
our website. It is purely to provide local 
information for you, which you may or 
may not wish to take up. 


