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Happy New Year! 

 

A very happy New Year to all.                               
We look forward to the opportunities that lie 
ahead of us all as we enter into 2020 and hope 
that everyone continues to thrive within our 
school community; meeting challenges 
together and enjoying successes.                      
Our school values are the foundation of all we 
do here at Hermitage Primary and really form 
the overall structure of how we can all 
approach our learning, life and relationships. 
These values apply to everyone – from 
children through to staff, parents and all who 
work with us in partnership; as we enter 2020 
it’s good to remind ourselves of what they are 
and what we stand for.                                                
Let’s keep working together, being “the best 
we can be” in everything we do! 

• Be Respectful 
• Be Kind 
• Be Responsible 
• Be the Best you Can Be 

Attendance                                     
The winter usually brings its fair share of 
‘bugs’ and we continue to ask that you notify 
the school of any absences through the 
attendance line.  

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895  

Please also use this text line to notify the 
Office of any appointments, early pick ups etc. 
you may have organised for your child(ren). 
This enables us to keep our attendance 
registers accurate. 

We also remind you that holidays taken during 
term-time can only be authorised in 
exceptional circumstances. Our figures for 
unauthorised attendances due to holidays are 
higher than we would like and we do ask that 
you would avoid taking holidays during the 
school term.                                               
Remember attendance affects performance 

and success in school and therefore it’s 

vital that your children have good 

attendance in order to maximise the 

opportunities and potential they have. 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Community Outreach                                                                                                            
Over the last term we have strengthened our links with Argyle Care 
Home in the town. This care facility is just a short walk from the 
school on West Argyle Street and we are delighted to be able to 
make regular visits to work together with the residents and staff in 
a wide variety of learning experiences. The value of inter-
generational work is immense and all parties benefit greatly from 
engagement.                                                                                                                                         
Our French Club visited in November and the group all enjoyed a 
game of Bingo, singing songs and ** and in December another 

group visited to participate in an ‘arts and crafts’ session. The residents and children worked 
together to create a lovely “Friendship Hand-Wreath’ which is displayed alongside photographs 
of our visits, in the school foyer. It was also lovely to 
welcome a group of residents to our Christmas service in 
the Parish Church.                                                              
Future plans for our monthly visits include a ‘Scottish 
Afternoon’, some fun with Spanish, a visit from our 
school Show cast, a Beetle Drive and a Health and 
Wellbeing session – rounding off the year with a Garden 
Party in June.                                                                                                         
One look at the faces of our young learners and their 
mature friends shows the enjoyment and value in these 
shared learning experiences and we are very grateful to 
all who are supporting this project and enabling it to 
happen. 
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 Hermitage School Choir                                                                               
Our talented School Choir took their Christmas music to a variety of community groups over the 
festive season. ‘Gigs’ included, the Parent Council Christmas Fair, Chest, Heart and Stroke Club, 
Lunch Club, URC Tree Festival and Argyle Care Home. Wherever they performed they delighted 
their audiences with their song selections and enthusiasm and we have received many kind 
comments back from these organisations.                                                                                                        
I’m sure all who managed to hear the Choir’s 
performance at our own school service can 
understand why they were received so well – 
and got so many ‘bookings!’                               
Choir continues to run as an After School 
Club this term and they will welcome any 
new and returning participants. 
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Advance Notice – Senior Show                                                               
Another slight change on the Planner concerns the School Show, scheduled for the end of this 
term. Traditionally at Hermitage Primary a school show has been produced biennially involving 
all pupils from P4-P7. However with a school the size of Hermitage Primary this makes it 
challenging to offer the all the children a purposeful involvement and access to opportunity. The 
more children involved the less chance they have of taking a meaningful part. Moving forward 
we will attempt to improve this and instead of a School Show taking place every two years, we 
will produce an annual Show involving only two year groups at any one time. (P6 and 7 or P4 
and P5) In this way we hope to continue the strength and quality of the productions we put on 
at the same time as offering a richer experience for all. This year Primary 6 and 7 will perform in 
the Show and we are delighted to be bringing ‘Oliver’ to you (by arrangement with Music 
Theatre International – Europe). Although the performers will come from the four senior classes 
we do hope everyone will be able to come along and enjoy the Show. Three performances will 
be on offer - please get the dates in your diary and order your tickets as soon as they are 
available… and watch out for news of the Junior Show, involving P4 and P5 into next year! 

Charitable Giving over Christmas                                             
Having all just enjoyed the season of giving and 
receiving it’s very heartening to be able to thank 
you all for your generosity of giving over the 
Christmas period. We were supporting Children 
in Need through the many donations received at 
our Infant Concert and Church Service and are 
delighted to be able to give a colossal £638.35 to 
the charity.                                                               
Our Pupil Council were also hoping for a good 
amount raised through their Movie Afternoon 
held in early December when they collected for 
their chosen charity, Cancer Research. They 
raised £330 at the event and also wish to thank 
everyone for their 
generosity.                 
Being able to make 
even the smallest 
difference in the 
lives of others is 
important to us a 
school community. 

Scottish Week : 27th -31st Jan  
In a slight change to the advertised dates 
on the school planner, our annual focus on 
Scottish culture is planned for this last 
week in January. We do hope you enjoy 
supporting your children as they learn 
poetry and songs so important to the 
heritage and culture of Scotland.             
Details of these will be sent home with your 
children and they will have the opportunity 
to perform them within classes.                      
The culmination of the week is our school 
Assembly on the afternoon of Friday 31st 
January, when the children will gather 
together with invited guests* from 
community groups to celebrate with 
recitations from trophy winners, a sing-
along and a variety of other performances. 
Everyone can wear a ‘touch of tartan’ that 
day. *Parents of pupils 
involved in our 
performances will also 
be invited to join us. 
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Christmas Fun  

We had a lot of fun last month with all of our Christmas events.                                                    
Our Infants in P1-3 presented a fantastic Christmas concert  - “The Fairytale Land Nativity 
Show”. Actors in P1 looked as cute as buttons as they delivered well-rehearsed lines and 
stage movements and sang their catchy songs with enthusiasm. Our P3 readers narrated 
confidently and clearly, pulling this familiar story together for their audiences.  P2 and P3 
entertained with a lovely selection of Christmas songs which were clearly enjoyed by our 
audiences. The children gave three performances this year, to families and friends and to 
senior citizens and Pre-5 friends within the community. Each time the houses were full and the 
audiences very appreciative. 

All classes were also very busy ‘crafting’ in early December. 
After the success of the class Craft stalls at the Parent 
Council Christmas Fair the children prepared more lovely 
goods to sell at this year’s event. Once again the Pupil Stalls 
were very popular attractions at the busy Fair and sold out 
quickly.                                                                                                             
HPPC are pleased to announce that they made almost £2800 at the Christmas Bazaar. 
Coming together to make a contribution no matter how big or small, is what made this event 
such a success. The Committee wish to thank everyone for their continuous support. 

Primary 7 pupils also provided another ‘Craft Village’ at the event, bringing together the fruits 
of their Learning Context within Term 2. Taking part in the Virgin Money ‘Make £5 Grow’ 
Challenge, cooperative enterprise groups were established across both classes and were 
allocated £5 per group, to “make it grow”; planning, costing, producing and marketing their 
products, before selling them to visitors at the Fair. All of the goods proved popular and 
Primary 7 were delighted with how much they learned about business and the profit of £210 
they made. Now they look forward to planning how they will spend it! 
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@ Hermitage 2019  
All of our pupils were also treated to a Pantomime 
performance of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ from M&M 
Productions. This was kindly funded by our Parent 
Council and served as a celebration for the award of 
our  5th Eco Green Flag. It was a terrific show and the 
children – and staff – thoroughly enjoyed themselves; a 
particular treat at that time of year! 

Thanks to more funding from the HPPC, all of our pupils enjoyed their Christmas parties.  

It was lovely to see the children all dressed up and enjoying the games and dances during 
their special afternoons. Funding provided the children with a little ’party sustenance’ and 
also prizes for the many games on offer. Santa also visited our Primary 1 party and the 
children were delighted with books given as gifts to each of them. 

We had another opportunity to invite community members in to school for our Coffee 
Afternoon. Every pupil entertained our guests with their Christmas songs and the Infant 
Nativity and our guests thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon with us.  

Our Christmas lunch was a very happy event and everyone enjoyed 
the scrumptious food prepared by our hard-working kitchen staff. 
The Hall was specially decorated and the addition of Christmas 
playlists made it an occasion for all to enjoy. A number of our pupils 
commented, “it was the best school lunch ever!” 

It was very special to share our Christmas 
service with so many other family members who were able to join us in 
the Parish Church on the last day of term. We were very proud of the 
contributions made by all of the children – in music, song and readings 
as we explored the meaning and significance of the Christingle in our 
celebrations. 
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Internet Safety                               
Using the resources available to us online has 
become a feature of modern-living and every 
one of us benefits from the vast number of 
services and information available to us.                                                 
Our children are no different and in school we 
take the area of online safety very seriously. 
Children are regularly engaged in learning 
which highlights how to be a responsible 
digital citizen.                                                     
Primary 5 have been focussing on this in 
greater detail as part of their recent 
‘Communications’ topic and Primary 6 and 7 
will benefit further from workshops led by 
Police Scotland later this month.                           
PC Stephen Carr will also make himself 
available at a stand for Parents at our March 
Parent Appointments. We 
hope this opportunity will 
help to equip you further 
as parents, in an ever-
changing environment. 

Homework                                    
As you are aware we have been working 
carefully on our school Homework policy 
following extensive consultation with all 
stakeholders.                                                    
Our November Newsletter gave brief details 
of some of the changes we were looking at 
in response to the consultation and we 
intend to launch the new procedures after 
the February break when full guidance will 
be issued to all.                                                       

We will also hold an Information Session in 
the School Hall after school on Wednesday 
5th February from 3.15-4.00pm where all are 
welcome to come along and learn more of 
the background to decisions made and to 
hear how the new 
practices will be 
implemented.                                                
Please do join us 
to find out more! 

School Clubs                                         
Block Two clubs will be running this term, daily 
3-4pm until w/e 28th February. Please remember 
weekly attendance is expected from all 
participants. Details of clubs are listed below:                                    

Monday: Mini Music (P1-3), Arts & Crafts (P2/3), Homework (P4-7), 
Football (P6/7), Netball (P6/7) , BSL (P6/7), Film and Animation (P5-7)                                                                       
Tuesday: Relaxation Station (P3/4), Seasons for Growth (P5-7)                                                                
Wednesday: Archery (P1-3), Origami (P4/5), Choir (P4-7),                  
Thursday: Construction (P1/2), Relaxation Station (P5), Shinty (P5-7)  
*Also note a new Classics Club runs between 3.30-4.30pm on a 
Wednesday for P6-7 offered by postgraduate students from the 
University of Glasgow. 

Students                                   
We are very much 
looking forward to 
welcoming two 
French teaching 
students from the 
Université de 
Picardie to work with 
us for the month of 
February. All of our 
pupils will benefit 
from the experience 
of sharing their 
language skills with 
native speakers.  
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Stationery Shop 
Primary Seven run our stationery shop for any 
small items children may want to replace for 
their pencil cases. The shop is open on a 
Friday breaktime in the Hall and  stock / prices 
are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber    20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Tuck Shop                                             
Our Catering Staff operate a daily Tuck Shop from the 
hatches each morning break.                                                     
Listed below are prices of items for sale:                                                                      
Carton of juice – 40p   F lavoured water – 50p             
P lain milk – 20p          Breadstick – 10p  
Apple/Orange – 20p    ‘Fruity Pot’  – 40p                      
Cr isps (baked) – 60p    Mini biscuits – 30p 
Popcorn – 60p             Buttered toast – 30p 
Yoghurt pot – 30p        Muller ‘Corner’  – 35p 
Homemade Flapjack (Tues/Thurs) – 40p                            

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

*P1 Enrolment will operate on an appointment basis 

this year. Please phone the Office to book. 

Dates ahead… 
Mon 6th Jan  School opens – 9am 

13th – 17th Jan  P1 Enrolment Week* 

Mon 13th Jan  Block 2 Clubs begin 

Fri 24th Jan  P6 and P7 Internet Safety Talks 

27th – 31st Jan  Scottish Week 

Fri 31st Jan  Scottish Afternoon (Pupils only) 
   P5 Cake Sale  

Wed 5th Feb  Homework Talk: 3.15-4.00pm 

Fri 7th Feb                 School closes – 3pm 

10th – 14th Feb  School closed (February Break)  


