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Term Two has begun! 
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We hope everyone enjoyed their Autumn break 
and managed to squeeze in some fun and 
relaxation.                                                           
It was good to meet with so many of you at last 
week’s Parents Appointments. Sharing 
information on the progress of your children is 
vital to their success as we work in partnership 
together.  

This term is a busy one as we head towards 
Christmas. This newsletter contains some 
advance details of planned events and 
activities, but look out for the ‘Comprehensive 
Guide’ in next month’s Newsletter… 

Staffing News                                     
Mrs Stevenson has now begun her Maternity 
Leave and I’m very pleased to inform you that 
Miss Sarah Critchley rejoins the staff team in 
P2b, having been successful in our recent 
interview process. Miss Critchley is well-known 
to us all and has experience of working at the 
stage. She will remain with us for the duration 
of the Maternity Leave.                                                       
Mrs Sarah Hawkins left her post in the Office 
last week. We wish her well as she begins new 
work and welcome back Mrs Vicki Harvey-
Cartmell whom many of you will remember 
from last session. 

Communication                                                                      
Apologies for the recent glitches we have experienced in our electronic 
communication systems. We are aware that a number of you seem to ‘lose’               
the notification system that Expressions offers. GroupCall advise us that this is                   
due to updates on mobile phones (particularly Apple devices) and are aware of               
the situation.                                                                                                                               
Here is the website link to GroupCall Parent Support. As a company they are very 
happy to help, so please get in touch with them if you experience any difficulties. 
http://parent.groupcall.com/                                                                                                                  
The Parent Council are helpfully re-posting as much school information as they can 
through their Facebook pages and we thank you all for your continued patience in 
this area. 



 Lorem Ipsum 

After School Clubs 
The first block of After School Clubs begins this week and continues through to w/e 6th 
December. At Hermitage Primary we are very proud of the variety and range of clubs that is 
offered to our children and run by staff on a voluntary basis.  As you know, we introduced a new 
online registration system this year. This has enabled you to sign your children up directly from 
home on a true ‘first-come, first served’ basis. Due the large numbers within our school and the 
demand for certain clubs, we respectfully remind you that pupils attendance is restricted to 2 
clubs each in a Block and some clubs will only be open for children to attend one block a year. 
We hope this will open up fairer access for more children.                                                                                        
*Please note that Clubs offered in each Block can vary dependent on staff volunteers. 

Can we also remind you that pupils should be in full attendance each week from 3-4pm and early 
pick ups cannot be accommodated unless there are exceptional circumstances. Children are 
brought to the main front door by their Club teacher at 4pm and released to waiting parents for 
safe dismissal. 

Please see below for the list of Block One Clubs:                                                                  
MONDAYS:                                                                                                                                    
Imagination and Creation – P1/2 (Miss Gallacher)               Infant Multi Sports – P2/3 (Mr Craig)  
Super Spanish – P4/5 (Mr Osorio)                                       Homework – P4-7 (Mrs Guthrie)                                         
Girls Football – P5-7 (Mrs Grafton)                                      BSL – P5-7 (Mrs Lafferty-McGaw) 
TUESDAYS:                                                                                                                                    
Seasons for Growth – P5-7 (Mrs Potter)                           Relaxation Station – P3/4 (Mrs Johnston) 
WEDNESDAYS:                                                                                                                                    
Archery – P1-3 (Mrs Miller/Mrs Brown)                              Board Games – P3/4 (Mrs Mucklow)  
Jewellery Making – P3/4 (Mrs Carmichael)                        Origami – P4/5 (Mrs Scott)                                         
Choir – P4-7 (Mrs Ridland/Miss Philips)                             Football – P6/7 (Mr Henry/Mr Mulvenna) 
THURSDAYS:                                                                                                                                    
Construction – P1/2 (Mrs McMurdo)                                  Fab French – P2-4 (Miss Todd)  
Relaxation Station – P5 (Mrs Johnston)                             Shinty – P5-7 (Mrs Rae)                                         
Handbells– P5-7 (Miss D’Arcy)  
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Book Fair: 18th – 22nd November 
Our School Book Fair arrives in a couple of 
weeks and we know this is a popular event for 
our children. This year, classes will be 
timetabled for attendance during the Book Fair 
week and parents will be notified of these times 
as we extend a welcome to you to join with 
your children. Motivation and enjoyment of 
reading is high in school and we do encourage 
you to come along and share this with your 
children where you are able. 
We are also looking for volunteers to help ‘man’ 
the class visit times. Please get in touch with 
the Office if you can 
offer your services. 
It’s another great 
way to get involved 
with us in school. 

Aldi Sport Kit                                                   
Thank you to everyone who sent in stickers for 
this campaign. We have been able to complete 
two full wallcharts, entitling us to two Sports 
kits. Anyone with extra stickers can still send 
them in to school as we are giving them to 
other, smaller local schools who are also trying 
to complete their charts. 

 The Sun ‘Free Books’                                    
The Aldi Campaign 
may have finished but 
The Sun newspaper 
one has begun!                                           
They are offering 
schools another 
round of free picture books for any who 
collect enough vouchers printed in their 
papers between 11th November and 15th 

December. The Office will hold a collecting 
box for anyone who can contribute – please 
spread the word among family and friends! 

Poppies                                                   
Poppies will be available in school from 
Monday 4th November for a small donation 
(suggested minimum, 20p)                             

Assembly on Friday 8th November will 
focus on ‘Remembrance’ 

 

	
 ‘Reading Force’                                    
Children from our Armed Service families 
have been invited to this event on Thursday 
14th November. They will attend an author 
visit by popular children’s writer, Vivian 
French, at the Drumfork Centre. We are 

grateful to the MOD for 
funding this 
opportunity. 
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Community Council Consultation                              
Helensburgh Community Council are seeking views on the vision 
for Helensburgh and are very keen to gather as much feedback 
as possible.Our senior pupils will be participating in this and any 
families who would like to offer their opinions can download 
Feedback forms from the school website (Useful Documents / 
Letters) and send back to school, where we will pass them on to 
the Community Council by the end of November. 
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Flu Vaccinations                                                   
The School Health Team will be in school on 
Thursday 14th November to administer the 
vaccine (via a nasal ‘puff’) to all children with 
consent. (*All pupils attending the Reading 
Force event on the same day will be 
timetabled to receive theirs around the trip) 

Cross Country –  Sunday 10th 
November                                     
Miss Philips will be in attendance for all 
pupils who have signed up to participate in 
the first Garscube Harriers Schools Meet of 
the cross-country season at Maryhill Park 
on Sunday 10th November. Details of the 
races and times were sent home in a letter. 
A reminder that pupils should make their 
own way there with their accompanying 
adults and an entry fee of £3 is required. 

 

 

Health and Safety                                              
A large number of our pupils are choosing to travel to 
school by bicycle / scooter and while this is helping to 
reduce the number of cars at school gates, it does 
present another problem of a ‘bottle-neck’ at the 
bottom of the car park ramp and poses some concern 
for safe exit from the busy car park.                                                                                                                                              
I have had discussion with the Parent Council and am 
in talks with the Council in looking for a longer-term 
solution as we want to continue to encourage the 
children to travel to school this way. However, until 
such time as modifications can be made, can we 
request that parents waiting to pick up children on 
bikes / scooters wait at the car park gate and not at the 
ramp. Children on bikes/scooters will be held for a few 
minutes until the ‘main rush’ of children have gone from 
the school site and dismissed together down the ramp. 
We hope, in this more managed way, to keep our 
children safer within the car park area.                                                                         
Can I also remind parents that the car park is for 
authorised personnel only. It is a very tight and busy 
area where currently our bikes and scooters exit.          
Parent use is not permitted. 

 Fireworks Talk                                    
Primaries 6 and 7 welcomed 
staff from the Fire Service to talk 
to them about Firework Safety. 
It’s a very important part of learning at this 
time of year and as we offer our thanks to the 
Fire Service we remind all families to stay safe 
and follow the firework code. 

Odd Socks Day!                                                   
11th -15th is National Anti-Bullying 
Week, with the theme, “Change 

Starts with Me”.                               

We will be reminding children of our 
values of Kindness, Respect and 
Responsibility – thinking about how 
we treat others and what to do 
when things ‘go wrong’. Our RRS 
C.O.R.E group are leading the work 
in this and are encouraging 
everyone to wear odd socks to 
school on ‘Odd Socks Day’ - 
Tuesday 12th November.                    
It’s designed to be fun! An 
opportunity to encourage people to 
express themselves and celebrate 
their individuality and what makes 
us all unique!  
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P3 ‘Open Classroom’                                      
Last week, Primary 3 welcomed their families 
and friends into their shared learning event. 
Their visitors joined with the rest of the school 
to enjoy P3’s Assembly presentation on ‘Ships 
and Shipbuilding’. It was super to see just how 
much the classes had learned about the history 
of this important industry on the Clyde and the 
opportunities it offers in employment 
nowadays. The children presented their 
learning with creativity and confidence, 
showing the connected nature of their learning 
across the curriculum. 
Afterwards their visitors 
enjoyed a visit to the 
classes to see the results of 
their Topic Challenge, 
where they tested the 
vessels they had created! 

Homework Development  
Through consultation and feedback with you 
we identified this as an area where change was 
wanted. Our Staff Working Group have been 
busy in this area and are making great 
progress. They have consulted with a focus 
group of parents and are finalising a more 
flexible and creative approach to our 
Homework policy. Infant pupils at the early 
stages of reading acquisition skills will still be 
expected to engage in practising this, with 
clear and specific guidance from class 
teachers. ‘Sign-posting’ will also be given to  
all for supports you can use for more ‘formal’ 
practice of various aspects of literacy and 
numeracy should you still wish to engage with 
this type of activity with your children.               
We aim to launch this in January and hope you 
will enjoy the changes we are making.  

Primary Six Visit Holyrood 
Primary 6 enjoyed a recent visit to Edinburgh 
last week. Visiting the Scottish Parliament 
was an exciting culmination to their 
‘Democracy’ topic. They were permitted 
access to the Chamber and listened to live 
debate on subjects including ‘ball-heading’ in 
football for under 12s and Fireworks.          
Whilst in the capital, they also took time to 
attend a Victorian 
Workshop at 
Holyrood Palace in 
preparation for their 
next topic. 

Sshhh… (Christmas is coming!) 
Please look out for the ‘Comprehensive 
Guide’ in next month’s Newsletter but here 
is a quick reminder of dates for your diary:      
Infant Nativity Concert (P1-3)                     
Families are invited to these performances 
on 10th (PM) and 11th (eve) December.              
A separate booking invitation will be 
winging its way to you very soon to select 
the performances you wish to attend.   
Class Parties The annual dates planner 
contains specific details but these all take 
place in w/b 16th December.               
Christmas Service All families and friends 
are invited to join with us at Helensburgh 
Parish Church on Friday 20th December at 
10am to celebrate the end of term in music 
and readings. 
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parents@hermitageprimarypc.co.uk  
fundraising@hermitageprimarypc.co.uk 
 
Thank You! 
We are delighted to announce that the 
Halloween Discos raised an impressive 
 £1218.58! This brings the total raised so far this year to £1446.03! We 
 are very proud to say we’re well on our way to achieving our goal of 
 raising £8000 this year!  
 Thank you to each and every one of you who helped to make the 
Monster Mash Halloween Disco such a success; the volunteers who helped 
organise the event, helped set up, during the party, clearing up at the end 
and looked after the children at the party. To the games host! For all the 
yummy cakes! To all the parents who bought a ticket for the party and to 
the teachers...we can’t thank you all enough. We couldn’t have done it 
without you!  
 
Bag Pack at Co-Op  Saturday 16th November 10am – 4pm 
Our next bag pack is fast approaching and we are looking for P3 – P7 
children to pack bags. Children must be accompanied by an adult. If you 
would like to help and can spare half an hour to an hour then please get in 
touch by email: fundraising@hermitageprimarypc.co.uk or send us a 
message through our facebook page.  
 
Have you seen our Facebook page?  

If not please have a look. It is a great source of information about what 
HPPC does and we often use it to post photos and other important 
communications/information. Just search for ‘Hermitage Primary Parent 
Council’. 
 
Christmas Bazaar!   Friday 6th December 3.30-6pm 
Our Christmas event is only a month away and we are already looking for 
donations for our Raffle Hampers! Look out for donation requests which 
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will go out via Xpressions and facebook year group pages over the next few 
weeks! If you have any items you would like to donate please drop them 
off at the school office or get in touch via email/facebook! Thank you all for 
your generosity, all money raised goes to school and we couldn’t do it 
without you! 
 

HPPC Lottery! 
We are very excited to be launching the HPPC Lottery in December! Please 
see the attached flyer for details and do look out for the sign up forms that 
will be coming home soon in children’s bags! 
 

Argyll & Bute Proposed Council Budget Cuts (Again!) 
We are very disappointed that we are yet again faced with the possibility of 
losing the lollipop safety patrol. In addition there are proposed cuts to 
other education services, including the Pupil Support Assistant post. 
Hermitage Primary currently has one member of full time staff in this 
threatened post. Whether you have filled in the HPPC survey we handed 
out on parent’s evening or not, we would encourage all parents, families, 
carers etc to go to the council’s website to give your views on priorities for 
the council’s work now prior to the council setting the budget for the next 
year.  
 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/budget-consultation-2019  
 

Would YOU like to join our team?  

HPPC is made up of a group of parents with a diverse range of abilities from 
volunteers behind the scenes who wrap lucky dip prizes or help in the run 
up to an event to admin to communications to graphic design to volunteer 
co-ordinating and accounting. We always warmly welcome new faces. 
Could you help us in some way? If you would like to get involved in 
fundraising or working in partnership with school for the benefit of the 
children then please come along to our next meeting on 27th November 
7.15pm in the Staff Room at school. We hope to see you there! 
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Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

Dates ahead… 
Fri 1st Nov  P3 ‘Open Learning’: 9.15-10.30 

Fri 1st Nov  HPPC Hallowe’en Discos 

Wed 6th Nov  Academy Open Eve 6.30-8.30 

Sun 10th Nov  P5-7 Garscube Harriers– Maryhill 

11th – 15th Nov  National Anti-Bullying Week 

Tues 12th Nov  ‘Odd Socks Day’ 

Thurs 14th Nov  Flu Vaccinations 

   Reading Force Visit  

Fri 15th Nov  Scotland Reads Coffee Morning 

Mon 25th Nov  Staff INSET  

Wed 27th Nov  Choir @ Stroke Club  

Thurs 28th Nov  RSGS Talk (P6 and P7)                          

Fri 29th Nov  P6 Cake Sale 

Stationery Shop 
Primary Seven will, again, run our stationery 
shop for any small items children may want to 
replace for their pencil cases. The shop will 
open on a Friday breaktime in the Hall and  
stock / prices are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber    20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Tuck Shop                                             
Our Catering Staff operate a daily Tuck Shop from the 
hatches each morning break.                                                     
Listed below are prices of items for sale:                                                                      
Carton of juice – 40p   F lavoured water – 50p             
P lain milk – 20p          Breadstick – 10p  
Apple/Orange – 20p    ‘Fruity Pot’  – 40p                      
Cr isps (baked) – 60p    Mini biscuits – 30p 
Popcorn – 60p             Buttered toast – 30p 
Yoghurt pot – 30p        Muller ‘Corner’  – 35p 
Homemade Flapjack (Tues/Thurs) – 40p                            
Waff le (Wed) – 60p                      


