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Happy New Year! 

 

A very happy New Year to all.                               
We look forward to the opportunities that lie 
ahead of us all as we enter into 2022 and 
hope that everyone continues to thrive within 
our school community; meeting challenges 
together and enjoying successes.                      
Following the rise in covid cases and the 
uncertainty that was upon us over the festive 
period, it has been great to make a ‘normal’ 
return to school.                                               
It’s hard not to reflect on the situation we 
found ourselves in this time last year, when 
Lockdown and Home Learning were re-
established and we are very grateful for the 
success of the national vaccination 
programme which is enabling us to avoid 
similar restrictions this year.                                      
Stringent risk measures still exist within 
school to keep everyone as safe as possible 
and children remain in class and stage 
bubbles to minimise cross-infection.                                                        
As with every other sector of society, staffing 
is also affected by community infection rates 
and we have returned to a significant 
number of staff isolating. However, we are 
managing this and thank you for your 
patience as we work our way through 
another challenging period.                                                           

 

  

 

We are delighted to announce the arrival of little 
Maize Valerie Carter,                                                
delivered safely to                                                         
Mrs Carter (our P1                                                      
Support Assistant) and                                                      
her husband through                                                    
the holidays. We send                                                       
them our warmest                                            
congratulations as they                                               
settle into life together                                                 
as a new family of four. 

We continue to be grateful to have the support of 
Mrs Wendy Robinson, working with us on supply. 
She is presently teaching P3b. 

As previously stated, covid isolations impact on 
our staffing levels across all teams. Please be 
aware that additional staff may be deployed to 
your child’s class if affected and consider 
pressures on Office staff when making contact with 
school. Email remains the most effective method of 
communication in a busy school environment. 

 

 

Staffing News 

We have a relatively short stretch before the 
February break is upon us, when we hope for a 
brighter outlook.                                                     
This edition of the Newsletter brings you a round 
up of our Christmas celebrations and the plans in 
store for the term ahead. 

 

Inside this Issue: 
2,3 ………………………………………………….. Festive Fun! 
4 …………………………………………………….. Holiday Date Changes 
5 …………………………………………………….. Health Education: new resource 



 

  

Festive Fun in the Hermi Hive! 
 

 

 

 

 

We had a lot of fun last month with all of our Christmas events.                                                    
Our Infants in P1 presented a fantastic Christmas Nativity  - “A Bundle of Joy”.                                 
Due to Covid restrictions we had to revert to a recorded version shared with families and the rest 
of the school but this didn’t detract from the quality of performance or the energy of the cast!  
The P1 actors looked as cute as buttons as they delivered well-rehearsed lines and stage 
movements and sang their catchy songs with enthusiasm. They were ably supported by House 
Captains and Vice Captains who narrated the story with confidence and clarity, pulling this 
familiar story together for their online audiences.   

All classes were also very busy ‘crafting’ in December and although the planned Parent Council 
Fair had to be cancelled due to the pandemic, children were still able to sell their prepared goods 

to conclude the mini-enterprise topics they had all been engaged in. The quality and range of 
products created was terrific and we saw many additional orders requested which boosted 

profits considerably. Once expenditure was deducted a total of £844.85 was raised.                    

When we add this to the monies raised through our Reindeer Run, we have enough to purchase 

new interactive boards for P7, which we hope to install after their classrooms are operational at 
Easter. Raising school funds is very challenging during the pandemic and we are grateful to all 

who have been able to contribute.                                                              

Primary 4 pupils also managed to run their own ‘Mini Fair’, bringing together the fruits of their 
Learning Context within Term 2. Taking part in the Virgin Money ‘Make £5 Grow’ Challenge, 

cooperative enterprise groups were established across both classes and were allocated £5 per 
group, to “make it grow”; planning, costing, producing and marketing their products, before 

selling their wares to visiting class bubbles in the school Hall. All of the goods proved popular and 
Primary 4 were delighted with how much they learned about business and the profit of £126.64 

they made – we can certainly see some entrepreneurs of the future. Now they look forward to 
planning how they will spend it! 
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Thanks to funding from the HPPC, all of our pupils enjoyed their Christmas parties.                           

It was lovely to see the children all dressed up and enjoying the games and dances during their 
special afternoon. Funding provided the children with a little ’party sustenance’ and also prizes 
for the many games on offer. Santa’s surprise visit, waving at everyone through classroom 
windows caused great excitement and he found time to leave P1 gifts – they were delighted with 
the books given to each of them. 

Christmas also gave us the opportunity to think of others and wearing                                                                      
our festive jumpers on Fridays enabled us to raise £336 to send to                                                     
Save the Children, and the local Foodbank were very grateful for                                                        
the generosity of our school community when we delivered a car-load                                               
of bags stuffed full of help and support.  

New this year was Laps to Lapland as we worked together to try                                                      
and get Santa’s Reindeer safely to Lapland in time for Christmas.                                                                          
Each class were allocated one or two of the reindeer team and charted distances of where they 
usually ‘lived’ to see how far they would need to travel to reach Lapland. This was the target set 
for each class’s run and although we had a higher level of absence in each class, I’m very 
pleased to announce we made it!   

Collectively the school walked or ran 722.75 miles, having a great                                                  
deal of fun in the process! Through our endeavours the Parent                                                             
Council raised £1,195 which will be split equally between School                                                            
Fund (to finance those teaching boards!) and the Les Hoey                                                                           
Dreammaker Foundation. Thank you to all who supported this fun focus at the end of term.  

Our end of term Assembly continued the reindeer theme and again had to be shared online. We 
were very proud of the contributions made by all of the children – in music, song and readings.  

Another fantastic end of term treat we enjoyed was the inaugural broadcast of BeeTV News – a 
magazine programme produced, presented and edited by our talented school Media Team.             
In it they presented a round up of all that was happening within the busy Hermi-Hive during 
December and pupils delighted in seeing themselves with friends on the big screen.                            

It was a tremendous production of a quality                                                                                                                       
the major broadcasters would be proud of                                                                                              
and we hope to see more from this team                                                                                                
as the year progresses –                                                                                                                    
watch this space!... 

                 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 February Week                                    
School is closed from Monday 7th – 
Tuesday 15th February as it is our February 
half term week and a staff INSET day.      

Staff will continue the work they have been 
undertaking on Curriculum refresh and 
design as they work together to plan new 
and exciting opportunities for inter-
disciplinary learning across Levels.  

We do hope you enjoy the break together.  
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Reports and Parent Consultations                                                   
This term holds another opportunity for you to 
learn more of your child’s progress and although 
into the second half of the term, it may be useful 
to highlight dates to you now.                               
Class teachers will prepare another ‘written’ 
report and share these with you through Seesaw 
on 11th March. This will give you a summary of 
progress and achievement. We hope this will be 
helpful and form the basis of a discussion you are 
invited to have with the class teacher in March. 

Under current restrictions,                                        
these will continue as                                       
telephone consultations                                                                                       
in the absence of yet being                                             
able to meet face to face and give you another 
point to have  a catch up with teachers for 
individual discussions on learning and progress. 
We will use our usual system of online registration 
for these with the class teacher on the dates 
below. Details of how to book will be out after the 
February break. Booking will be open between 
12noon on Sunday 6th to Friday 11th March.        
We do hope everyone will take up this offer.                                                                                                                        
Additionally, please let the class teacher know of 
any particular issue you wish to discuss via 
Seesaw using the supplied response form sent 
with the report. 

Wed 16th March: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 17th March: 4.00-7.00pm 

Mark your diaries to book an 
appointment for discussion at these 

Progress Consultations. 

 Of course, if anything crops up out-with these 
dates, please just email the Office; 
information is always passed on to staff who 
will get back in touch and do all they can to 
accommodate you. 

Class Photographs: P1 and P7 

Th photographer from Tempest will be in 
school on Wednesday 19th January to 
take P1 and P7 class photos, marking a 
significant stage for each year group. 
Please ensure children are                                
presented smartly in clean uniform                  
(and preferably plain socks!) 

Alteration of Holiday Dates – 
May/June 
Following the decision made by the Council 
to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with 
an additional holiday, dates have changed 
slightly in the summer term. The holiday 
originally scheduled for Mon 30th May has 
been moved to Thursday 2nd June with an 
additional day’s holiday on Friday 3rd June. 
Please note the change carefully. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Scottish Celebration                                                   
Over the rest of this month                                       
we plan to have our usual                                             
focus on Scottish culture at                               
this traditional point in the                                      
school year.                                                    
Children will be introduced to new poetry and 
songs and will have opportunities to perform 
these within classes – culminating in a shared 
event in school.  Please continue to do all you 
can to support this at home as children prepare.   

Our Hermi-Hive community represents a rich 
diversity of culture and the end of January also 
holds ‘Languages Week’. As we head into the 
February break we intend to widen learning to 
others cultures represented within our school 
and broaden our learning to celebrate the many 
differing traditions we share together. 
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Health Education                 
Relationships and sexual health are an 

important feature of learning within Health 
Education and a new national programme 

and accompanying resources have been 

developed by experts from Health and 

Education Scotland, designed to replace 

the rather outdated resources schools 

were using in this area and to support 

classroom teachers in the delivery of this 

strand within our teaching in Health 

Education. It can be found at: 

https://rshp.scot/ 
Please take a look in order that you are 

informed and prepared for any 
conversations which may ensue at home. 

Please be assured that staff employ 
sensitivity in this area of teaching and that 

progression through the learning is gentle; 
however, new aspects are being covered 

which should enable a greater 
understanding and respect in this area. 

When children approach the ‘traditional’ 
units on Sex Ed in Second Level more 

detail will be sent to P5-7 parents on 
timescales for this and the content of the 

programmes themselves.  

Parent Council                                       
The recent proposals published by the Authority 

concerning Transformational Change across 

leadership structures in our Authority schools 

should be a matter of interest for all and our HPPC 
are working hard to ensure all are aware of the 

proposals and have the opportunity to be involved 
in the feedback necessary for a decision to be 

made by the Authority.                                         
Please look at the video, using the link below, 

and/or attend the online meeting tonight, 12th 

January at 7pm,  to understand the proposals - 

and return the survey which the Parent Council will 
issue seeking your views.                                         

Your voice in the process matters!                                        
https://empoweringoureducators.co.uk/proposals/ 

 

 

Due to covid regulations, the school has 
to be kept well ventilated and during 
winter months it can feel colder for some 
children. Please wrap up warmly for 
school and note we are sympathetic to 
differences in uniform at this time. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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Class Assemblies                                                                                                     
Last term we all enjoyed the fantastic Class Assembly Primary 6 shared with us. Their focus was on 

Climate Change and they used COP26 as a context for their learning. They also re-purposed items 
and materials to create new items which you may have seen locally, on sale, in Rossdhu Refills. They 

gave us lots to think about and ideas for small changes we can all consider to make a difference.    

This term we look forward to Class Assemblies from P2 on 25th February and P3 on 25th March.                          
Links to these will be sent to parents in those classes so that you can share in our learning and 

achievements too. 

Attendance                                     
Please continue to use the Attendance Text Line 
to alert us of any absence or time needed for 
appointments during the school day. We 
require to record and report on absences and 
therefore a reason for absence is needed each 
time you notify us. 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895  

Please also try to be punctual for school starting 
at 9am. We now have a considerable number of 
children arriving after the bell, and although it 
may seem insignificant, they do miss out on an 
essential part of the day as staff welcome the 
class and set the day up ahead.  

Be alert to any of the COVID symptoms and 
keep your child off school if they or any family 
member displays them, ensuring PCR tests are 
done.  Children who are close contacts of 
positive cases should seek a test but can end 
isolation if a negative test is returned. Daily 
lateral flow tests should then be taken for 7 days 
following. Children can continue to attend 
school as long as they are negative. School will 
continue to inform you of any cases within 
classes and we will take our guidance from 
Public Health on any relevant actions necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates ahead…                                                  
Wed 12th Jan:  Parent Council Mtng– 7pm (Zoom) 
24th-28th Jan:  Scots Week 

31st Jan – 4th Feb:  Languages Week 

Wed 2nd Feb: P4B Parent Consultations – 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 3rd Feb: P4B Parent Consultations 3.30-6.30 

7th – 11th Feb: Holiday Week 

Mon 14th Feb: INSET Day for Staff 

Wed 16th Feb: Parent Council Meeting – 7pm (Zoom) 

Tues 15th Feb: School opens – 9am 

Fri 25th Feb: P2 Class Assembly (via video link) 

Sun 6th March: Parent Consultation booking opens 

Fri 11th March: Parent booking closes / Reports out 

Wed 16th / Thurs 17th : Parent Consultations 

  

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
15th April 2022 – Good Friday 
17th April 2022 – Easter Sunday 
18th April 2022 – Easter Monday 

 

UPDATED SCHOOL HOLIDAYS – 2021/22 

BREAK DATES OF ATTENDANCE 

 Start of term 

 Open Thursday 12 August and Friday 13th August 2021 
Teacher In-service Days 

Open Monday 16th August 2021 
Pupils Return 

 October  
Close Friday 8th October 2021 

Open Monday 25th October 2021 

 

November 
Close 

Friday 26th November 2021 

Monday 29th November 2021 - Teacher In-service Day 

 Open  Tuesday 30th November 2021 

Christmas 

  

Close Wednesday 22nd December 2021 

Open Thursday 6th January 2022  

February Week 

Close Friday 4th February 2022 

Open 
Monday 14th February 2022 – Teacher In-service Day 

Tuesday 15th February 2022 – Pupils Return 

April  
Close Friday 1st April 2022 

Open Tuesday 19th April 2022 

  

May 

Close 
Thursday 26th May 2022 

Friday 27th May 2022 – Teacher In-service Day  

Open Monday 30th May 2022 

Queen’s Jubilee 
Close Wednesday 1st June 2022 

Open Monday 6th June 2022 

 Close Friday 1st July 2022 


