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From the Head Teacher 

 

School has now been back for three weeks 
and the October holiday seems very far 
away but I do hope you were able to use it 
as a time to re-charge together as we face 
the Winter term ahead.                                                      
The festive season approaches and, this 
year, we hope to be able to re-instate 
some of the events everyone looks forward 
to, and which were impacted by the 
restrictions placed on us through the 
pandemic. This newsletter features the 
plans so please take careful note of any 
involving your children.                             
As last year, we are still restricted in 
bringing families into school to share with 
us, but we will ensure our Nativity and 
Christmas Celebration are recorded and 
sent to you as video links to enjoy together 
at home. Our Christmas displays will also 
appear on the East Argyle Street windows 
once again, bringing cheer to all passing 
by – look out for them from the beginning 
of December!                                                      

  

 

There’s no denying 2021 has been another 
challenging year, and as we near its end, I wish 
to express again, my thanks to everyone for your 
unfailing support. Working together, keeping 
everyone as safe as possible has been our aim 
and we really do appreciate all you have done 
with us to keep our school running very smoothly 
with pupils who are happy, settled and working 
hard.                       

I hope you enjoy reading about the recent news 
in this month’s Newsletter and can take note of 
the upcoming events.                                                    
As 2021 draws to a close, I wish you and yours a 
healthy and more peaceful new year ahead. 
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Staffing News 
Unfortunately personal circumstances have meant 
that Miss Williams has resigned her post. We wish 
her all the best for her own future career. Mrs 
Carmichael will take on P4B as class teacher. As an 
existing staff member, Mrs Carmichael is known to 
the children and we can look forward to a stable and 
successful year ahead.                                                    
We also welcome Mrs Angela Lavelle as a new 
Classroom Assistant, working with P3. This is an 
additional PEF funded post. 
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TESCO token collection                                                                              
Thank you to all who contributed to the Tesco 
token collection in stores. We are delighted to 
announce that the school has received £993 as 
a result in a Tesco Community Grant! This 
money will be used to purchase smaller, ‘child-
sized’ gardening tools and equipment to use in 
the work we share at the community allotments 
in Hermitage Park. The work we do there, with 
the Park team is a great way to contribute to 
community growth and the children learn real-
life skills in the process. 

The Parent Council has re-formed!                                                                                      
I am delighted to announce that a new Committee has been found to                                          
continue the vital work of our Parent Council.                                                                                   Our 
thanks go to Aileen Dickinson (Chair), Kirsteen Hutcheson (Secretary),                                                          
Sinead Traynor (Treasurer) and Tamara Brown-Milberg (Lottery Coordinator) who have stepped 
into these critical roles. At this stage planning is taking place to hold events which connect us 
together again as a school community. Fun events to bring joy and togetherness again after a long 
time apart.                                                                                                                                           
Please consider dropping in to the informal get-together arranged for Wednesday evening at the 
Commodore Hotel to support the Committee and share your ideas, or drop them a message if you 
can’t attend. All ideas are welcome!                                                                                                    
Funds are also severely depleted with the challenges this presented the Committees over the last 
two academic sessions so the new Committee aim to pull efforts to increase funds.                                     
Our class teaching whiteboards are not funded by the local Authority and they are now very dated 
and beginning to fail. We desperately need funds to replace these in classrooms.                                
All children benefit from spends like this; teaching relies on these boards in making  the learning 
experience as engaging and interactive as possible.                                                                                                              
The first HPPC event to look forward to is a Christmas Craft Market on Friday 10th December at 
Helensburgh Parish Church. All the children will be busy making crafts to sell on their class stall and their 
goods will be on sale alongside those from other local crafters. Great Christmas gifts will be available 
for family and friends and we do hope to see you there, supporting the Parent Council.                       
Watch out for more info to follow… 

Grounds / Building Update                                  
You will note that the tree causing damage to 
the boundary wall at the Grant Street gate has 
now been removed. We await the repair work to 
the wall which will also widen the access area at 
this gate. We hope this will be completed by 
Christmas.                                                 
Unfortunately the re-roofing required to sort the 
leaks in the P7 classrooms cannot take place 
until better weather is upon us. P7B are 
accommodated within the Music room until 
such time as the rainy season abates. 
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Hallowe’en Fun 
Yet again, our usual Hallowe’en fun was limited, so it was great to be able to dress up – or down! – 
and enjoy some fun together in school on Friday 29th October.                                                                       
Classes took part in some themed activities, and arts and crafts were suitably ghoulish!                            
The atmosphere in and around school was joyous and it was lovely to see everyone in light spirits 
and enjoying themselves. Here are some photographs from a great day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The School Remembers…                                                                                                                                       
Last week we held a special Assembly to mark 
Remembrance Day. Pupils reflected on the 
sacrifices made by those in service and 
remembered all affected by loss through war. 
Primary 3 contributed very poignant poems to 
our event and created a beautiful display around 
our school war memorial in the entrance foyer. 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Post:  If you’d like to use this service the class post boxes will be ready for custom on December 
1st. Due to COVID cards will need to be quarantined prior to distribution, so children can post cards on a 
Monday and Tuesday until the 14th December and they will be handed out on a Friday afternoon to be 
brought home. Remember to include class details beside the names on the envelopes to ensure they reach 
the right people!  
 

‘Christmas Windows’ 
With continued restrictions on visitors in school our normally festive Hall walls will 
not be seen by everyone so, as last year, we intend to decorate the windows of the 
school which look out onto Argyle Street. We hope this will brighten the school and 
lift community spirits. 

 
P1Nativity: ‘Bundle of Joy’ 

Our Infants are busy preparing for this year’s Nativity which will be produced within 
a video format and shared with parents via Seesaw at the end of term. They are 
being ably assisted by senior Narrators. We will also use some footage of this within 
our end of term virtual Assembly so that everyone gets the chance to see our 

youngest pupils in action.  

 

HPPC – Christmas Craft Market: Friday 10th December 
Held at Helensburgh Parish, each class will have a stall selling their 
specially hand-crafted wares. Please do pop in and soak up the 
festive atmosphere. Santa will be resident in his Grotto and the school 
choir will add some musical background accompaniment to your 
shopping experience. All monies raised by the Parent Council at this 
event will go directly back into school for the interactive Board 
replacement project. 

 
Online Panto Fun 

We have again booked an online pantomime for us all to share, to make up for the 
fact that travelling theatre companies are unable to visit to perform for the children. 
P1-7 will tune in to a performance of ‘Mother Goose’ on Friday 17th  December 
brought to us by the Shoogalie Road Productions, based in Glasgow. 

 
We are also accepting donations of all non-perishable food items for the local Foodbank throughout the 

whole of December – a collection box is in the Main Hall for any items. 
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What’s Happening in School at Christmas… 



 

 

 
Christmas Jumper Movie Afternoon – Friday 10th December 

This Christmas Fun Afternoon is being organised to raise money for Save the Children. 
Pupils can wear a Christmas jumper to school on this date and enjoy some festive fun! 
(Jumpers need not be bought specially for this occasion – an ordinary one decorated 
appropriately will suffice, and keeps up our Eco values J) Pupils are requested to bring 
£1 to donate to the charity. Children will also choose an age-appropriate Christmas 
movie to watch and can bring an extra snack to enjoy while watching. 

 

Class Parties – Week of 13th December 
Parties are planned for each class in the afternoons of w/b 13th December. Children are 
encouraged to come to school that day dressed in their party clothes. The parties can, 
once more, be enjoyed by stages in the Hall and will include music, games and food. 
We’re hoping a special guest may have left something special for our P1s too! 

Monday 13th – P4 and P5                       Tuesday 14th – P1                          Wednesday 15th – P2 and P3  
      Thursday 16th – P6 and P7 

 

Yet again, we are delighted that the HPPC are funding our special end of term treats and celebrations. 

 
Christmas Lunch – Friday 17th December  

Mrs Brown and her staff will serve this special, festive lunch for the usual cost of £2.30.  
For catering purposes, please ensure all orders for this are in by Thursday 9th December. 
Thank you 

 

End of Term Assembly – Wednesday 22nd December 
Our end of term Assembly will be produced as a video which we will share with pupils in 
school on the final morning. We’ll also send the link out to you to enable you to share 
together over the holiday period. All of the pupils will be involved with a range of musical 
items alongside festive readings. 

 

 

 

 

End of Term – Wednesday 22nd  @ 2.30 p.m.  
School closes at 2.30pm on Wednesday 22nd December and re-opens at 9am on Thursday 6th January 2022. 
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Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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Please remember to book your 
Parent / Teacher Consultation via 
the Expressions App. These take 
place on Wednesday 24th 
November, 5.30-8.30pm and 
Thursday 25th November, 3.30-
6.30pm, enabling you to have a 
discussion on current progress. 
Look out for reports issued too, on 
Friday 19th to help the basis of your 
shared conversations. 

 

Helensburgh Christmas Lights Switch-On happens this 
weekend, Saturday 20th November in the Square. Over 70 of 
our pupils have volunteered to provide some festive songs on 
the Main Stage between 1.45-2.15pm. Please do pop along 
to enjoy the fun and support Mrs Ridland and our singers. 
They sound amazing and deserve an enthusiastic audience 
and a big clap! 

This week (15th- 19th November) marks our Rights Respecting Schools Outright                                   
Campaign where the focus is on children’s mental health. It’s a vitally important                                               
aspect to our work and health and wellbeing remains central in all we do.                                                
Children are invited to mark the end of their learning by bringing a ‘cuddly friend’                                                      
to school on Friday 19th.                                                                                                                                        
Our school RRS mascot, Woofles, will be delighted to pose for pictures with the                                           
cuddly visitors, so look our for photos on Seesaw and Twitter! 

Dates ahead…                                                 
Fri 19th Nov: RRS ‘Cuddle Day’ (bring a cuddly toy to school)  

          Parent Consultation bookings close – 12 noon 
Sat 20th Nov: Choir @ Lights Switch On – 1.45-2.15pm 

Wed 24th Nov: Telephone Parent Consultations – 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 25th Nov: Telephone Parent Consultations – 3.30-6.30 

Fri 26th Nov: P6 Class Assembly (via video link) 

Mon 29th Nov: INSET Day for Staff 

Tues 30th Nov: School opens – 9am 

Fri 10th Dec: Christmas Jumper / Movie Day (£1) 

13th-16th Dec: Class Parties (see info pages for details) 

Fri 17th Dec:  Online Panto and Christmas Lunch 

Wed 22nd Dec: School closes – 2.30pm 

 


