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Summer Term begins! 

 

I do hope you all enjoyed a lovely Spring 
break and have been able to make the most 
of the easing of some of the restrictions we 
have been living with for the past few 
months. Of course it is still vital that we do 
not become complacent and remember to  
keep observing practices designed to keep 
us all safe. Wearing masks at gates and 
keeping distances remain very important as 
do the handwashing and cleaning procedures 
we have in school. Children also continue to 
operate within class bubbles inside the 
building to minimise the risk of infection 
transmission as much as possible.                    
We are really looking forward to the summer 
term ahead back in school and we’re very 
pleased that things the children look forward 
to at this stage in the year can happen. Our 
Health Week, Sports Day and Leaver’s events 
are all planned – albeit with some COVID 
restrictions, but they will give the children the 
chance to compete, have fun and mark 
special occasions in our calendar. 

  

We are delighted to announce the safe arrival of 
Harris Ian Andrew Craig on Tuesday 4th May.  
Our congratulations go to Mr and Mrs Craig and 
Henry as they welcome their new baby boy into 
their family. Mr Craig will return to school 
following his paternity leave.  

Mr Addo continues to teach P4b while Mrs Rae 
shields and works from home. This situation is 
likely to remain until the end of term. 

We also say ‘congratulations’ to Mrs Bradley 
appointed into the permanent role of Pupil 
Support Assistant following successful interviews 
last month. 

Next session we will continue with staffing for 15 
classes We still await confirmation of support 
staffing allocation but will share notification of 
new teachers and classroom assistants for next 
year by the end of term, as usual.  
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Parent Appointments 
As previously intimated, our Parent               
Consultations will take place later                                         
this month. Unfortunately the Authority have not yet 
procured the system which will allow us video meetings 
meaning we can only offer consultations with you via 
the phone call system we have utilised for the past 
couple of discussions. Please take note of the dates 
and booking period below and use the Groupcall 
process to select a time suitable for you. Staff will call 
you on the number we have within our records at the 
appointed time. If you have more than one child it’s 
worth bearing in mind that teachers can be delayed 
during the course of each session. It is wise to leave a 
5 or 10 minute gap when booking in case appointments 
are running late. 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff will also issue summary reports on 21st May on 
your child’s individual Seesaw journal prior to Parents 
Appointments. Please use the feedback form we shall 
supply on Seesaw to make comment and also to 
identify any particular areas you may wish to discuss 
with the class teacher. 

Wed 26th May: 5.30-8.30pm                
Thurs 27th May: 4.00-7.00pm 

Bookings open and close at 
noon between 16th – 21st May 

for appointments at these               
Progress Consultations. 

 

Cashless Catering                   
At last week’s Parent Council meeting 
it was agreed that the cashless 
system we propose to introduce would 
be best trialled, initially, with one stage 
in the school. This will allow us to test 
out a potentially complex system, 
ironing out any difficulties before 
launching it across the rest of the 
school. We therefore intend to pilot it 

with P6 only from w/b 17th May. 
Families in this stage will receive more 

detailed information next week. 

A Message from the Office 
Please ensure the Office is notified of 
any appointments your child may have 
that require them to be picked up from 
school. They will notify the class 
teacher.   

 

Please also ensure any medication 
your child requires to take is handed 
in at the Office. A form needs to be 
signed in order for us to administer the 
medication and medication and their                           
packaging must have pharmacy labels 
that match.                 
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From the Hermi Hive… 

The children were delighted to receive the gifts of their hand-crafted bees, so generously created 

and donated by members of our local community and far beyond!                                                   
The Parent Council were overwhelmed with the kindness of so many who got behind their ‘bee 
plea’ to provide one of these unique bees for every child and staff member within our school 
community. Designed to acknowledge the superb efforts and spirit demonstrated by everyone 

over this past challenging year, the bees celebrate everyone truly ‘being the best they could be’.                               
As you know our four simple values are reinforced continuously at school and we also hope the 
little bees will serve as a reminder of all of them as we strive for the highest possible standards for 

our children.                                                                                                                                                  
We have also begun to remind the children that these values we demonstrate are not solely 
confined to behaviour within school, but should be seen wherever the children are.                       

Please support us in this by reminding your children of standards to uphold within the community 
– whether at clubs, the shops, cafés, playing in the street or park. It’s important we teach our 
children to be responsible citizens within our community – a community which serves and 
supports us all, which we share together and of which we are an important part. 



 

Lorem Ipsum 
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Poetry Competition                                                   
Congratulations go to two P6 pupils who were 
rewarded with prizes in the recent Morrisons 
‘Seeds of Hope’ poetry competition. Their 
entries caught the eye of the judges when they 
were commended for their efforts. 

Since returning from Lockdown we have seen 
improvements in many aspects of writing as 
children and teachers engage again together, 
more richly, in this area of development. 

Well done everyone – and keep it up! 

Parking Issues                                    
Please can I remind everyone not to park 
on zigzags at either the front entrance or 
stretch of road outside Parklands.              
The zigzags have been painted there to 
make things safe for children as they 
attempt to cross roads or exit from school 
gates. Parking on these lines is selfish and 
has the potential to cause accidents – they 
are there for a good reason!                         
Double parking is                                            
another issue that                                               
causes problems for                           
pedestrians.                                                                    
We ask that                                                 
everyone parks                                 
considerably and responsibly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inservice                                            
Just a reminder that the INSET day for primary 
schools is on Friday 28th May only. Any 
additional days you may be aware of apply 
only to secondary schools as they work with 
the SQA. 
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Euroquiz                                       
Pupils in P6 had studied hard for weeks and 
last Thursday were rewarded for their efforts 
in the Authority Euroquiz heats. Working in 
socially distanced bubble teams they children 
gathered in the Hall to compete in this annual 
event, each hoping to win a place 
representing the Authority in the coveted 
national final. We are very proud to announce 
that our school team, ‘The €uros’ scooped 
the top slot, dropping only 2 marks in the 
whole process and we wish them all the very 
best as they prepare now for the sixth 
consecutive Final for Hermitage Primary on 
14th June.                                                         
Good luck! 

New Lunch Menu                                      
The new lunch menu provided by Mrs Brown 
and the catering team is beginning to ‘bed 
down’. The meals are very tasty – all cooked 
from fresh produce daily and conform to new 
standards required in schools. Pupils are being 
offered ‘tastes’ of these to introduce them to 
the new meals on offer; this is going down well! 



 

 

  

COVID Reminders 

Please continue to alert school to any COVID-related absence – this includes anyone awaiting 
tests or results of tests, either positive or negative, within a family.  

Anyone with symptoms should not attend school but should seek advice around a test. 

Children are reminded that no toys or games should be brought from home, but bags and water 
bottles can be brought daily. Please ensure your child’s stationery kit is kept topped up as this 
needs to remain in school for the time being.  Schools have now been given clearance from the 
Scottish Government for reading books to be taken home – but please ensure hands are 
washed / sanitised before and after touching these books. Library books will continue to be 
quarantined within school between Friday and Monday before going back out onto shelves. 

Masks are required to be worn by all adults at drop off and pick up time around our gates and 
we remind you all to ensure you socially distance as you wait on pavements.                               
Thank you to all of you for your observance of these measures. Public Health Highland recently 
commended schools for all we are doing together to keep transmission rates low. It is working 
like this, doing all we can and sharing responsibility together which will keep each other safer. 
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Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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Dates ahead… 
 

10th-14th May  P4-6 Outdoor Activity Sessions 

16th May          Parent Appt bookings open – 12 noon 

21st May  Parent Appt bookings close – 12 noon      

   Reports issued 

26th May  Parent Appointments: 5.30-8.30pm 

27th May  Parent Appointments: 4.00-7.00pm 

28th May  INSET day for staff 

31st May  School closed (May holiday) 

1st-4th June  Health Week 

7th–11th June  E-CORE Week 

14th-18th June  P7 Activity Week 

30th June  School closes – 1pm 

 

 

Health Week and Sports Day                                                                                                    
Just a reminder that Health Week is planned for w/b                  
1st June and will include sessions for the children with Active 
Schools alongside virtual visitors on Google Meets. Children 
should attend school each day wearing suitable PE clothes, 
ideally joggers, a school polo shirt and a school sweatshirt 

along with appropriate shoes. We are trying to tighten up on 
kit children wear into school for PE days as behaviour 
standards are often reflected in what is worn.                                 
Sports Day activities will be timetabled for the end of the week 
and held in classes where pupils can compete to earn House 
points for the sports House trophy.                                     
Unfortunately restrictions will mean we will not be able to invite 
any spectators but I’m sure the                                                                
children will come home with lots of                                            
excitement to share!                                  

 

 

 
 


