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School has now been back for three 
weeks and the October holiday seems 
very far away but I do hope you were 
able to use it as a time to re-charge 
together as we face the Winter term 
ahead.                                                       
The effects of the pandemic across the 
country and the speed at which the 
infection rates rise continues to impact 
on us at school.                                         
We are very pleased that schools 
remain open. We adhere to strict health 
and safety procedures in order to make 
school as safe as possible. We are still 
able to provide face to face learning for 
all and to enable the children to 
socialise and be together; they are such 
important facets of their lives.             
However, we have already seen that this 
situation can change if children in the 
class become exposed to someone 
who goes on to test positive for the 
virus. When this happens the school 
works together with the Health 
Protection Team, for NHS Highland in 
identifying those close contacts, who  

  

 

are then required to isolate at home for the fourteen 
day period.                                                                         
It’s a disruption but a necessary one, I’m afraid, to 
keep everyone safe and well and to stop the virus 
gaining a stronger hold.                                              
School works as hard and as quickly as we can in 
these cases to communicate the information we 
receive from the Health Protection team and to settle 
the children affected into provision of Home Learning. 
With Seesaw and Google Classrooms this is a 
simpler process now and we have seen affected 
classes very quickly get to grips with learning from 
home, supported by the teacher. It’s been fantastic 
to see the engagement, effort and achievements still 
being made – and even better to welcome our ‘Home 
Learning Heroes’ on their return to school! 

Despite these difficult circumstances, school is 
running very smoothly and all our pupils are happy, 
settled and working hard.                       

I hope you enjoy reading about some recent 
successes in this month’s Newsletter and can take 
note of upcoming events. Christmas will be upon us 
before we know it and plans are being made to 
ensure we can celebrate this in style! (Read more on 
page 3) 
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Euro Quiz Final – the results are in…                                                                                                                                 
Last session a team made up of pupils from Primary 6 won the Authority heats in the national                                                                      
Euroquiz competition but due to the closure of schools in March the national Final was                                                                                              
put on hold until last week. So, after some extra ‘swotting’ and a brush up on their 
knowledge, our team, ‘The European Einsteins’, pitted                                                          
themselves against the other top teams in the country.                                                                
They did themselves and the school proud, finishing up                                                                           
in 6th place out of 24 schools.                                                                                                           
It’s an amazing achievement and certainly an experience                                                                    
to remember – well done! 

 (Virtual) Assemblies are back!                                                                                      
Since our return from the October break, our school Assemblies have resumed. COVID 
safety means we can’t gather all together in the school Hall but instead we have used 
Google Meets to enable classes to link up ‘remotely’ from each classroom to the live 
Assembly from the Hall.                                                                                                                                            
These weekly gatherings are really enjoyed by all within school, giving us a chance to meet 
up and reflect on the week that’s been – celebrating successes and birthdays and pausing 
to think about things that make school a better place for all of us.                                                     
This term our focus is on Responsibility – one of our school values. We’re thinking about 
what it means to be personally responsible for our actions and how this affects others round 
about us. We all have choices to make in the things we say and do and thinking about how 
to make the appropriate or ‘right’ ones definitely makes our school a better place!                  
We’re also thinking about the shared responsibilities we have around school or at home and 
the ways we can work together to meet these responsibilities. Learning about accepting and 
taking responsibility is fundamental to mature growth and development and critical to living 
within society so we hope that you can also take time together as a family thinking about 
this further at home.                                                                                                                         
We’re pleased to have been able to share the Assembly via a posted video to our ‘Home 
Learning Heroes’ to enable everyone still to feel connected to all that’s happening.                          

Please note that P3s Class Assembly which was scheduled for 20th November will now be 
presented in January to give them a little more time to prepare and allows us to dedicate 
Friday 20th to World Children’s Day. 
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Virtual Book Fair                                                   
COVID restrictions mean we can’t run our 
Book Fair in the usual way, but with so many 
keen readers in school and with Christmas 
round the corner, we felt it was important to 
offer this popular event in a 'virtual’ capacity.                         

Our Fair will ‘open’ next week, on Monday 16th 
November and orders can be made up until 
Friday 20th.           

You will be sent a flyer with details of books 
available and an order form will be attached.          
We ask you to make your selection and enter 
this on the attached order form which should 
returned to school to enable us to get the 
order ready for you when the books all arrive in 
school, saving you postage and packing.                                
Payment needs to be made direct to the 
company by you by telephone and the details 
of how to do this are on the order form.   
Books will not be delivered to school unless 
you have made this payment.                                                             

We do hope many of you will take up this 
opportunity. It’s a great way to purchase gifts 
and encourage your child in their reading.                          
The school receive commission from every 
book sold. This goes directly back into our 
school library and is used to secure new titles 
for all of our children to enjoy. In this period of 
restricted fundraising, this will be one of the 
few opportunities we have to build up funds to 
support our Library. 

 December Plans                                    
Normally at this time of year we would be 
very busy in school getting ready for 
Christmas and we’re all aware that things     
will have to be a bit different this year.    
Please be reassured that plenty fun will still 
happen and most events will still take place – 
with a few modifications!                                                  
All classes will still have a , but this year 
these will be held in separate stages in order 
to retain our ‘Bubbles’ as far as possible.                   
Our Infants have started rehearsing their 
annual , which will be put together as 
a video for everyone to share and the link to 
this will be published nearer the end of term.                         
Our popular is 
planned for Friday 11th December – remember 
this needn’t be a ‘shop-bought’ jumper; feel 
free to customise any jumper on a seasonal 
theme! Donations are sought this day to 
support much needed funds for Save the 
Children.                                                     
We’d also like to encourage any 

for families who may benefit from 
this local source of support over the festive 
period.  A donation box will be available in the 
School Hall throughout December where 
children can drop in tinned or dry goods – or 
treats.                                                                  
All of our classes will be involved in some way 
in an and this will be 
shared with you via Seesaw to help us all 
celebrate the end of term and the festive 
season together.                                                
A few other surprises are also planned which 
we’re sure the children will all enjoy over the 
course of next month.                                  
Watch out for the special Christmas 
Newsletter at the beginning of December with 
dates and details of all these festive events. 
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Rights Respecting Schools Update 
Over recent years we have bee able to give a generous donation to the local Foodbank at 

Harvest time. We would be very grateful if families could support this again by sending in 

tinned or dry goods this week which we can take to the Foodbank to support our local 

community at this time.                                                                                                                                        
Many more people are using this facility as economic situations have been affected during 

the COVID pandemic. Children can drop their donations into the collecting basket located 
in the School Hall which we shall appropriately ‘quarantine’ before forwarding to the 
Foodbank at the end of term. Listed below are items the Foodbank are particularly in need 

of just now: 

 

 

         

 

We are GOLD! 
Anyone passing the school may have noticed our new banner adorning the front fence.           
We are delighted to announce that we are the first school in Argyll and Bute to be awarded 

the Rights Respecting School Gold Award.  To be awarded with this great accolade we 
participated in a virtual accreditation visit with Frances Bestley (RRSA Programme Director) 
and Jilly Hillier. 

The feedback that we have received in a report following the ‘accreditation visit’ really 
highlights that our children have a great level of understanding of the UNCRC, are advocates 

for all children to be able to access their rights and feel empowered at school to be able to 
facilitate positive change. 

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of our children and families                                           

for all of your support throughout our journey to Gold. 
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                                        Outright Campaign   

                           World Children’s Day - 20th November  

 

Article 24 of the UNCRC states that governments must provide good health care, including a 

clean environment.  

We will be taking part in the RRSA Outright Campaign again this year.  The focus is for children 

to have a say on the impact that climate change has on children’s rights.  All classes will be 
taking part in learning activities linked to the Outright Campaign over the next two weeks.  There 

will be an opportunity for classes to virtually share their learning and celebrate their participation 
on World Children’s Day on the 20th of November.  We will also use this day as a celebration of 

our Gold Award where all are encouraged to come to school with a ‘touch of gold’ (or yellow!) 
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Hallowe’en Fun 
At a time when the usual Hallowe’en festivities were so limited, it was great to be able to dress 
up – or down! – and enjoy some fun together in school on Friday 30th October.                                     
Classes took part in some themed activities, and arts and crafts were suitably ghoulish!               
Over lunchtime we were also lucky enough to be able to tune into a special schools’ lunchtime 
concert performed by the Scottish Ensemble.                                                                               
The atmosphere in and around school was joyous and it was lovely to see everyone in light 
spirits and enjoying themselves. Our Home Learning Heroes also had some fun and shared their 
costumes with us in school. Here are some photographs from a great day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID Reminders 

Please continue to alert school to any COVID-related absence – this includes anyone awaiting 
tests or results of tests, either positive or negative, within a family. As we informed you last 
week, we have new attendance codes we are required to use by the Scottish Government so 
it’s important we have all the necessary information. 

Masks are now required to be worn by all adults at drop off and pick up time around our gates 
and we remind you all to ensure you socially distance as you wait on pavements.                              
Doing all we can and working together will keep each other safer. 

Anyone with symptoms should not attend school but should seek advice around a test. 

Children are reminded that no toys or games should be brought from home, but bags and water 
bottles can be brought daily. Please ensure your child’s stationery kit is kept topped up as this 
needs to remain in school for the time being.  Schools have now been given clearance from the 
Scottish Government for reading books to be taken home – but please ensure hands are 
washed / sanitised before and after touching these books. Library books will continue to be 
quarantined within school between Friday and Monday before going back out onto shelves. 
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Dates ahead… 
16th – 20th Nov  Virtual Book Fair  

Fri 20th Nov  World Children’s Day and   
   Gold Celebration in school 

Wed 25th Nov  Parent Council Mtng via Zoom 

Fri  27th Nov  INSET Day for Staff 

Mon 30th Nov   INSET Day for Staff 

Tues 1st Dec  School opens for Pupils 

Fri 4th Dec  P3 Class Assembly (Virtual link) 

Fri 11th Dec  Christmas Jumper Day 

Thurs 17th Dec  Christmas Lunch 

Wed 23rd Dec  End of Term Service (Virtual link) 

Wed 23rd Dec  School closes – 2.30pm 

14th – 22nd Dec Class Parties each afternoon 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 
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After a period of time working with us in Primary Two, Miss 
Sarah Critchley leaves us just before the end of the month to 
take up a new position in West Dunbartonshire. We wish Miss 
Critchley well in her new post and thank her for all she has 
brought to the children of Hermitage Primary. Miss Fiona 
D’Arcy will fill this position with us until Christmas after which 
we look forward to Mrs Emma Stevenson returning from her 
Maternity Leave in January.                                                              

We are delighted to announce that Mrs Impey remained with us 
despite a potential move; she continues to work with P3. Mrs 
Sue Cox has also joined the staff team, working to support 
pupils in P6 and Miss Laura Malatesta joins us on a temp 
basis to cover any COVID related absences within the support 
staff team. 


