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Health Week p.2 
A round up of all 
the fun we had! 

Transitions p.3 
Some news on how 
our Transition 
arrangements are 
working during 
Lockdown. 

June Events p.4 
Head to page 4 to 
find out what 
excitement is 
planned for this last 
month of term…

From the Editor… 
I hope this finds everyone safe and well. 
As this final Newsletter for the school year is prepared, we near the end of 
10 weeks of continued Lockdown, due to the COVID-19 pandemic which 
has swept our nation. None of us could have imagined a time where 
schools are closed and learning transferred to home, but such is the 
danger and spread of the virus that these Government enforcements are 
in place. We recognise the many challenges this has presented to families 
and we do hope that all of you are managing to make the most of such a 
difficult situation.  
As a school we wish to convey our thanks to everyone for your support in 
the Home Learning we are providing. While we offer flexibility and choice 
in our provision, engagement level are exceptionally high - with over 90% 
of our pupils sharing and submitting their work with their teacher and we 
are very proud of the quality and range of work being produced.  
It’s a real delight to be able to share some of this each week in our virtual 
Friday Assemblies, which so many of you now tune in to.  
Following the First Minister’s plans for coming out of Lockdown, our 
thoughts now turn to the re-opening of schools in August.  
As you can imagine, this is a complex situation, with many restrictions in 
place to keep everyone as safe as possible. The Authority are working very 
hard with all schools in planning for how we will do this and a number of 
strategic workstreams are in place, each with a specific focus. 
Blended learning for everyone, between home and school, will need to be 
a new feature of moving forward as we do expect to bring children into 
school in smaller groups to accommodate the need for safe social 
distancing.  
As yet the detail of this has still to be worked out, but please be reassured 
that we will keep you informed as decisions are reached.  
We remain in exceptionally challenging times but will continue to do all 
we can to ease the transition back into school - something which we all 
look forward to!
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HOME LEARNING 
The introduction of Seesaw for our P1-4 
pupils and the development of our use of 
Google Classroom for P5-7 has enabled us 
to broaden how we offer Home Learning to 
everyone and is opening up richer forms of 
communication and connection between 
home and school.  We are delighted to see 
so many of our pupils using these platforms 
to share learning and in doing so offering 
the opportunity for staff to feedback on the 
learning.                                                                          
In addition to these class-specific areas, the 
school website continues to provide the 
place to ‘go and collect’ the tasks and 
activities set by teachers on a weekly basis 
and also to access the many additional 
opportunities available for everyone in 
Outdoor Learning, Mindfulness, French and 
other external website links which may be 
helpful. We also hope to be able to open up 
some features of Google Meet to enable 
teachers to ‘meet’ safely with small groups of 
pupils at a time. This will have real benefit in 
increasing social contact which is another 
vital element of effective learning.                   
Please do let us know, via our enquiries 
email, if you would like the loan of a school 
device in order to make accessing our online 
provision easier and remember there are 
boxes located outside school and the Parish 
Church in the Square with jotters and paper 
if you’re running out at home.

ASSEMBLIES 
Staying connected to 
each other has never 
been more important 
and our weekly online 
Assemblies have 
provided many with that 
opportunity.                                                        

Gathering together each 
Friday is always a favourite part of the school 
week, reinforcing school values and the 
rights we uphold; sharing learning, 
successes and achievements and hearing 
news of things to come.                                                                          
It’s been great to be able to continue this in 
a virtual environment and to include as many 
as we can each week. With such a large 
school, this is another challenge, but we 
hope the addition of the new ‘Class Shout-
Out’ spot will afford more children to be 
involved. I know everyone looks forward to 
seeing themselves or their work on display.                                               

The beauty of our virtual assemblies has 
meant that everyone in the family can join in 
with parents ‘coming along’ each week now 
too! Thank you for the positive feedback we 
have received on our Assemblies - and if you 
haven’t managed to catch one yet, follow the 
link each Friday or head over to our school 
YouTube Channel to check them out.                  
(*Please note, only children with GDPR 
permissions will appear in our videos)
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HEALTH WEEK 2020 
Lockdown didn’t stop Hermitage Primary School from participating in our annual school Health 
Week, in fact it added a freshness and difference in approach which was enjoyed by everyone who 
took part.                                                                                                                                                                      

Family Challenges were set throughout the course of the 
week enabling families to participate together. These ranged 
from healthy eating in our ‘Designer Dish’ activity through 
staying safe in our poster designs and thinking about 
keeping a healthy mind when Mrs Johnston, one of our 
resident therapists introduced us to a simple and effective 
breathing technique.                                           

Another of our resident experts, Mrs Bates, provided daily workouts which put everyone through 
their paces each morning and wakened up minds and bodies ready for the active day ahead.                 

Without a doubt, a highlight of the week was the series of interviews we arranged with ‘Inspiring 
Athletes’ and we were  honoured to have Anne Young, a rugby internationalist playing for Scotland 
ladies (and a former pupil), Ruaridh Jackson - another rugby internationalist and Glasgow Warrior 
and 4 times Olympic gold-medal winner, Sir Mo Farah, work with us in answering questions posed 
by some lucky pupils!  

Another feature enjoyed by all was our 
Virtual Sports Tournament where pupils 
gained House points for participating in 
Sports Day events hosted in daily videos by 
Mrs McMurdo, Mr Mulvenna and their 
families.                                                                                                                                         
Competition was as fierce as ever in 
Hermitage Primary and the points soon 
added up with the eventual winners being 

Jupiter with 1,980 points - great excitement 
at Assembly as the Office ladies revealed the 
totals - with some entertaining style and surprises!  

Running over the course of the whole week, families were encouraged to 
move as much as we could and aim towards a collective target of 500 
miles.                                                                                                                              
In true “Proclaimers-fashion”, Mrs Ridland even wrote new lyrics to the 

song for everyone to try and sing along to as we walked, ran, 
scooted, cycled, tumbled and even kayaked our way to that 
collective goal.                                                                                                                                                       
Everyone was delighted that we made ‘500 miles and 500 more’ 
when the distance of 1,314 miles was revealed. Our video 
montage of all of this is available on the You Tube channel to re-
watch and enjoy! A huge thanks to everyone who organised our 
week and took part, making it the enjoyable success that it was.
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TRANSITIONS 
Being away from school means that the way 
in which we approach Transitions has had to 
change.                                                                     
Our P7 pupils are using Google Classroom 
to engage in the ‘Hooked on Hermitage’ 
project, used by all schools within the cluster 
in preparation for the transfer to secondary 
school. Information has been made available 
to both pupils and parents through videos 
created by Hermitage Academy and we 
hope you have managed access these. 
Orientation days at the Academy are now 
scheduled for the first two days of the new 
term, where the children will have a chance 
to get to know the layout of the building and 
where departments are, receive their 
timetable and meet their new teachers at 
last. In addition, our P7 pupils are working 
on their annual Art Exhibition which will be 
shared in the form of a virtual exhibition this 
year and will present their final Assembly 
with us all on the last day of term.                          
It’s not the way any of would have wished to 
end 7 years together at school but we hope 
this will be a fitting tribute to such a great 
group of pupils, of which we are very proud. 
We wish them all well in their next steps.   

New P1 children are also getting exited and 
ready to join us in August. They are grouped 
all together in a Seesaw classroom and are 
enjoying getting to know staff and a little 
more about our school.                                               
We’ve been able to share this through a 
video tour and video presentation which is 
also available on our website.  

We recognise the significance of the steps 
all our transitioning 
children are making 
and are doing 
whatever we can to 
support them in a 
very different 
approach.

CLASSES AND STAFFING 
The pandemic impacts each area of planning 
within school and Mrs Davis is working with 
the Authority to complete the staffing exercise 
for next session.                                                        
Information on classes, teachers and assistants  
will be made available by the end of term and 
it is hoped that all children can be introduced 
to their new staff and classroom by means of a 
video on their current online class forums.                                                   
We are very lucky in Hermitage, that although 
our school is large, we have such a sense of 
community that children know all the staff.  
We hope the videos will help the children as 
they begin to prepare for coming back to 
school and generate some excitement about 
moving ‘up’ a class.

AR WORD MILLIONAIRES 
We are delighted that so many of 
our pupils have used Lockdown 
to read more and this is reflected 
in the number of new “Word Millionaires” we 
now have in Accelerated Reading. Their 
success was celebrated in Assembly and all 
have received their special certificates and 
their chosen book prizes.                                              
A big ‘Well Done’ to: 

Owen Lyell - 6,219,084                                        
John Black- 2,089,925                                       
James MacPherson- 2,581,401                       
Jessica McMaster- 1.093,588                                
Lilla Hicks- 1,039,527                                           
Josh Van Impe- 1,186,564                                
Charlie Ward- 1,475,805                                   
James Fang- 1,047,574                                       
Eilidh Walker- 1,782,748                                      
Blythe Brown- 1,889,442                                    
Olivia Charlesworth-Smith- 
1,617,158                                  
Belle Stevens- 1,059,33                                           
Zoe MacPherson- 1,606,742 
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We’ve got lots to look 
forward to before the 

end of term - just take a 
look at what’s in store!
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What’s coming up?…

E-CORE WEEK: 8TH-12TH JUNE 
Mr Henry, Mrs Grafton and the RRS CORE 
Committee are putting the finishing touches 
to plans for another school Focus Week.  

Watch out for the details by the end of the 
week, but they include more family 
challenges, opportunities to win House points, 
interviews with more ‘Inspiring People’ - 
including Doug Allan, the award-winning 
wildlife cinematographer who visited us in 
school back in November and a few more 
famous faces!                                                           

There’s also the chance to enter an exciting 
Wildlife Photography competition and a BIG 
House Quiz! All our challenges and activities 
will focus on Global Citizenship and the 
responsibility all of us 
hold in taking care of 
our planet.                       
We hope you’re ready 
to take part…

HERMI’S GOT TALENT 
It’s back! Just when you thought it couldn’t get 
any better, our annual Talent Show is planned 
for Friday 19th June.                                         
Moving to its new virtual space, it has the 
potential to be even bigger than usual.               
Get your family involved and submit your acts 
adhering to the rules below: 

• All acts should be videoed with a maximum 
length of 2 minutes (please be aware of file 
size) 

• All videos should be filmed in landscape 
and make sure your sound is as clear as 
possible - especially if singing 

• No person should be identified through the 
video (name spoken, sung or displayed) 

• Any costumes should be appropriate in a 
virtual environment 

• As in school, advertising is not permitted 
through clothing and don’t wear football 
strips 

• Submissions should be sent to Seesaw or 
Google Classrooms 

• All submissions should be made by 
Monday 8th June 

Please note a ‘judging panel’ will select the 
final performances to be broadcast so work to 
make your the best quality you can.                             

House points will be awarded to all who enter 
and the acts chosen for the final Show will 
determine the winning House, Good Luck!

VIRTUAL SCHOOL TRIP 
Everyone loves an end of term trip and we’re 
busy preparing a surprise to enable us all to 
get ‘away’ on an adventure together. Planned 
for a day in the last week of term, we’ll be able 
to board the bus together and head off for 
new and interesting sights.                        

If you’re bored of staying in 
the one place for this past 
while, why not look out for 
the detail of this amazing 
chance!…
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Website QR
Headteacher:                                 
Mrs Elspeth Davis 

enquiries-hermitageprimary@ 
argyll-bute.gov.uk  

hermitageprimaryschool.org 

Twitter QR 

http://argyll-bute.gov.uk
http://argyll-bute.gov.uk
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