
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thursday 4th June 2020 

enquiries-hermitageprimary@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
 

 
Virtual E-CORE Week: 8th- 12th June 2020 

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Please find below, details of the activities and events we have planned for next week’s  
Whole School Eco & Outdoors / Global Citizenship Week (E-Core). 
 
Although two Whole School Challenges are set against a particular day, please feel free to do any 
or all of them as and when you are able. 
 
Every morning our staff team will introduce each Challenge in a short video and tell you a little 
more. Links to these online videos will be sent each morning for you to watch and participate in. 
 
In addition there will be ‘Question and Answer’ Sessions, featuring questions sent in by our pupils 
for top outdoor and environmental specialists. The links to these will be included in the daily 
communication if you’d like to watch them. (Please note all videos are on the school secure 
YouTube channel and will be available after their scheduled ‘air-times’) 
 
Our Teaching Team will also be posting a few other tasks and activities, related to our Eco theme, 
so look out for them on the Home Learning area of the website (P1-4) and in Google Classrooms 
(P5-7) 
 
We do hope you will all be able to participate and have some family fun while learning.  
Remember to share your Challenges through Seesaw or Google Classroom so we can see all the 
fun you’ve been having. 
 
We look forward to sharing as much as we can in next week’s Assembly on Friday 12th June 
  
Have fun! 
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Monday Whole School Challenge 1: Raft Building  
(Beware of water hazards – Adult supervision essential)  
 
Find 4 to 8 little sticks that are fairly straight, about a finger thick and as long as a 
pencil. Tie a piece of string around each end of the stick and use a simple knot to leave 
two long ends. Adding one stick at a time, tie the sticks as closely as possible to each 
other.  On the final stick double the knots to finish the raft. Can your raft float? Why 
not try adding a sail made with a leaf and a stick? Can it carry any weight? 
 
(Remember after testing your raft to take it home with you!) 

Whole School Challenge 2: World Ocean Day – Beach Clean 
(Beware of water hazards – Adult supervision essential)  
 
We all know that litter on our beaches is a huge problem for our marine environment. 
At Hermitage, we have started to look after our marine environment by taking part in 
beach cleans.  
 
Your challenge today, on World Ocean Day, is to do your own mini beach clean.  Watch 
today’s Challenge video for more information and for safety instructions.  
We moved 500 miles to keep our minds and bodies healthy; let’s see if, together, we 
can remove at least 500 items of litter from our beaches to keep the environment 
healthy.  
Let your teacher know how many items you were able to gather.  
 

Tuesday Whole School Challenge 3: Jedi Training (Adult supervision required)  
 
Your challenge is to use the force. 
You must locate an area with a fallen tree or something that it is safe for you to balance 
and walk along. (Ensure the surroundings are not hazardous!) 
You must use your Jedi skills to walk along the trunk with the increasing difficulty each 
time.  
1. Walk along the trunk/beam without any support. 
2. Walk the beam looking straight ahead (owl eyes) 
3. Walk the trunk/beam backwards. 
4. Walk the trunk/beam holding a cup of water, trying not to spill it. 
5. Walk the beam blindfolded. (Carefully!) 
 
Whole School Challenge 4: Wildlife Photography  
 
Your challenge is to go for a walk and take photos of the wildlife you encounter. It 
could be a close up of a plant, flower or animals!  
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If you would rather use your artistic skills we have uploaded a selection of amazing 
photographs of animals that you can try to draw instead. 
 
There are 4 categories: 
 
Best Animal Picture 
Best Insect Picture 
Best Plant Picture 
Best Landscape Picture 
 
Please submit your photos in SeeSaw or Google Classroom 
 

Wednesday Whole School Challenge 5: The Magic Stick 
 
Select a straight stick that is about 1.5m long. This stick is now a magic stick that is 
affected by gravity! As a family arrange yourselves in 2 lines and place the stick along 
your index fingers. You must not at any time lose contact with the stick and hooking 
your finger around the stick is forbidden!  
As a team lower the stick to the ground! Remember this stick is magical and it might go 
up rather than down!  
 
Whole School Challenge 6: We ♥ Our Planet Art Challenge 
 
On your daily walk/run/cycle outside, collect some natural materials such as sticks, 
grass, pebbles, petals, bark, leaves, shells and use them to create a piece of heart 
shaped art.  Turn your piece of art into the message:  We ♥ Our Planet.  The words 
could also be created out of natural materials or you could create the words in a 
different way - you could even use technology by having your artwork as part of a 
digital poster or an animation!  

Thursday Whole School Challenge 7:  Meet a Tree (Blindfold Challenge)  
 
Working in pairs one is A and one is B. A will put on a blindfold, and will be turned 
around by B to disorientate. B should carefully lead A to a tree and be allowed to 
explore the tree (rough bark? roots? low branches? moss on the tree?) 
After A has finished investigating the tree, B will carefully lead A back to the starting 
position and remove the blindfold. Can A identify the tree that they were investigating? 
Upon completion the pair should swap roles and repeat the challenge.  
 
Whole School Challenge 8: Learning form Lockdown  
 
Our Outright campaign in 2018 was all about the negative impact the air pollution has 
on our health.  Part of the campaign was to encourage people to pledge to change 
something in their lives that would improve the quality of our air.  
 
Lockdown has had a positive impact on the environment and particularly in air 
pollution.  We need to make sure that we make the most of this.  We want you, with 
your families, to make a poster detailing what you are going to continue after 
lockdown such as:  use the car less (or not at all), plan meals and only buy the food you 
need, look after wildlife, stay fit and healthy.  
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Friday Whole School Challenge 9: Shelter Challenge 
 
Find a Y-shaped stick or branch and stick this firmly into the ground. This will hold your 
main beam. For the ‘backbone’ of your shelter choose a strong straight stick. Rest one 
end of the backbone in the Y-shaped stick, with the other end in the ground.  
 
Find straight sticks to act as the ‘ribs’ for the shelter and lean these against the 
backbone (see today’s Challenge video). Gather piles of leaves and place these on to 
the structure to provide insulation. Start with a base layer and build up to the top of 
your backbone layer by layer.  
 
When you think your shelter is ready, climb in and have a family member pour water 
over it to check if your shelter is waterproof! 
 
 
Whole School Challenge 10:  Little Homes 
 
How can we live together safely and peacefully?  
Over these past few months, our homes and communities have become more 
important than ever.  Reflect on what has made your home/community feel even more 
special recently.  
 
Build a mini city / town / village using whatever resources are available. Consider the 
needs of your community. Brainstorm ideas for important places in a community e.g. 
school, library, garden, grocery store, hospital. You could build paths connecting the 
houses together, natural features like a stream or lake and practical features like shops, 
a farm or a school. Explore questions around access to quality education, good health 
and well-being, the impact of weather and food production.  
 
You could make you home/community for some of your toys or for some of the 
important insects/birds that share our land. 
 
 
Friday Night is Quiz Night 
 
Why not celebrate the beginning of the weekend with a fun, family quiz!  
Each family will be issued with an online quiz via the Expressions App.  
There will be questions based on the activities that have taken place throughout the 
week as well as other fun rounds such ‘Where is Woofles?’ and Emoji clues.  
 
We will be counting up all of the quiz points from each house to award the ‘smartest 
House’ 2020. 
 
As well as taking part in an amazing quiz, you will also have the opportunity to raise 
some money for a very worthwhile and vital local service - the Helensburgh and 
Lomond Foodbank.  Having enough food is a basic human right and one of the Global 
Goals is to have Zero Hunger by 2030. Making a donation to our local foodbank would 
be a great way for us to help make sure that our community is achieving this goal. 
 
There will be more information on how to support this charity throughout the week. 
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