
 
 
 
 

 
  

Friday 22nd May 2020 
enquiries-hermitageprimary@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

  
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
This letter comes as a very warm introduction to the community that is Hermitage Primary School. 
The circumstances we find ourselves in as we welcome you and your child to our school are far 
from ideal, but this does not take away the warmth of welcome we extend to you in this 
important step for you and your child. 
 
Under ‘normal circumstances’ we would provide a number of opportunities for you and your child 
to connect with us and begin to get to know us and the school, of which we are so proud. 
However, although these may not be possible just now, we would like to outline the plans we do 
have to engage with you and your child, prior to their August start in school. 
 
Before ‘Lockdown’ came upon us, Mrs McMurdo, our Depute Head Teacher with responsibility for 
the early stages in school, had the chance to visit most of our expected children in their Pre-5 
settings. 
This visit is an important one. It enables Mrs McMurdo to see the children in their known settings 
and to meet them and see how they interact and engage in their learning and with each other. It 
also allows her to chat to Pre-5 staff and begin to gather vital information on your child as a 
learner. 
We were very pleased that these took place, giving us some early information about your child. 
 
Ordinarily our next step would be to invite you to an introductory ‘Information Meeting’ where 
you and your children would have had the opportunity to meet key staff and teachers and we 
could give you lots of practical detail about the school; its routines and structures.  
Instead, we will provide this information as a video on our website, available from 10am on 
Tuesday 26th May, by following this link: 
https://www.hermitageprimaryschool.org/new-p1/ 
 
Thereafter, the children would normally be invited back to school for another couple of visits, to 
engage in learning activities and to get to know each other and the P1 staff team. 
 
The local authority have already set up a closed Facebook group to enable you to connect together 
across the whole authority and to provide you with some activities, based around the popular 
story, ‘The Gruffalo’.  
Our intention is to continue this during the month of June, specific to Hermitage Primary new 
entrants, within the ‘virtual environment’ of Seesaw. 
Seesaw is a secure and widely used app within education and schools to connect learning between 
school and home and is already used successfully by our P1-4 pupils within Hermitage Primary. 
 
We will create a closed and secure group of all our new P1 entrant families in order to facilitate a 
more meaningful transition experience for you and to enable you to connect with us in a more 
purposeful way, sharing the things your child has done and opening up the chance to ‘talk’ with 
the staff. 



 
Seesaw is fairly simple to use and can be accessed through any device – tablet, 
phone or computer.  
Families will need to download the free Seesaw Class app from your App store 
or visit their website: app.seesaw.me 
 
Each child requires a secure, personal login to access their ‘Journal’ and the features of the 
software. 
This will be sent to you via email by the end of May in the form of a ‘home learning code’. Upon 
opening the app, when prompted you should enter this code. 
Please keep this code safe as you will need it each time you log on. 
 
School staff will use this platform to introduce themselves and our school through videos and a 
video tour and they will also post some little activities to get involved in as you prepare to get 
ready for school.  
Using photos, videos or documents, you can easily upload these to your child’s personal ‘Journal’ 
which will be viewed by school staff and commented on. You and your child will really benefit 
from this ability to communicate and start a new relationship with staff here. 
 
This video offers additional support and tips.  
(Seesaw recommend you watch it when you’ve logged in for the first time) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHB24Y-ALLY&feature=youtu.be 
 
This link may also provide additional information and support. 
It contains useful FAQs and a Top Tips sheet for parents and carers. 
https://web.seesaw.me/remote-learning-for-families 
 
 
In addition to this we will also post to your home address a little booklet in preparing for school 
which will give handy details to keep, use and refer back to. 
 
As yet, none of us really know how schools will start back following this period of closure, but we 
are expecting to be planning for smaller groups of children to be physically in school at any one 
time. When your child begins in August, we intend to operate a ‘playroom’ structure across our 
three planned classes, initially. Coming back into an education environment will be hard for the 
children and especially one which will be entirely new.  
 
Using P1 staff across the playrooms in a flexible way will allow us all to get to know each other 
within these new and smaller groups before we make decisions about the classes children will 
eventually be placed into and affording more time to make this transition step from a Pre-5 setting 
into school. 
 
We will, of course, keep you informed of all developments as our planning progresses and as soon 
as we are able we will hold face to face meetings with the opportunity to properly ‘meet the 
teachers’. 
 
 
 
 
 



A lot of additional information and a more general ‘feel’ for our school can be gained through our 
website: 
http://www.hermitageprimaryschool.org/ 
 
and on our Twitter feed - @HermitagePrim 
https://twitter.com/HermitagePrim 
 
Please take the time to have a look at both of these sources. 
And if you have any further questions do not hesitate to get in touch with us, via the email address 
at the top of this letter, or through our Seesaw Classroom once this is established. 
 
We do hope all of this is helpful. It’s a tremendously challenging time for all of us but we really 
look forward to you joining our school and will continue to do all we can to support you and your 
children in this transition phase.  
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Elspeth Davis 
 


