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It’s hard to believe I’m saying it, but the 
countdown to Christmas really has begun. 
We’ve only got three weeks left of this term 
and within this month’s issue you’ll find the 
‘Comprehensive Guide’ to the festive season 
that lies ahead in school.                                   
Many exciting things are planned to celebrate 
together and we remain very grateful to the 
Parent Council for providing the monies to 
fund the celebrations and events. After a very 
hard working term everyone certainly deserves 
it!       

On behalf of all at Hermitage Primary we thank 
you for your unfailing support over 2019 and 
wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

 

Staffing News                                     
We’re delighted to let you know that Mrs 
Emma Stevenson delivered a healthy baby 
boy at the beginning of the month. Our 
congratulations go to her and her husband as 
they enjoy their new lives as parents with baby 
Jacob. 

We also look forward to welcoming Mrs Laura 
Johnstone back following her recent Maternity 
Leave. Mrs Johnstone begins again on 
Monday 2nd December with P3a. Our thanks 
go to Miss D’Arcy for her work with us in this 
post over the past year and look forward to  
her continuing to work with us on a ‘supply’ 
basis in the future. 

Mrs Sarah Barlow has made the decision not 
to return to her post. The current 
arrangements for P3b’s staffing will, therefore, 
be in place until June. 

Mrs Pauline Bates also joins us an additional 
temporary Classroom Assistant for some 
hours each week to enable our Play Therapy 
Programme to operate. 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Book Fair                                           
Thank you to all who supported our Book Fair 
last week – either through buying books and/or 
working with us to ‘man’ the class sessions. It 
was a very successful event and raised the 
school around £1300 in commission to spend 
on books. This is an amazing increase of £430 
from last year! This, along with the phenomenal 
£615.86 raised by the Parent Council from their 
Bag Pack this month, will be a huge support as 
we augment our Library stock. Our pupils are 
really enjoying their reading and keeping our 
stock up to date and refreshed is an important 
part of success. Pupils will have an active 
involvement in the recommendation and 
purchasing of new 
stock in the new 
year. 

Scotland Reads Volunteers                                                   
We are very grateful to the retired community 
volunteers who have come forward to support 
our Scotland Reads sessions. Getting additional 
practice in reading is vitally important for so 
many of our pupils and to have this large 
number of willing volunteers will make a big 
difference. We also know that inter-generational 
relationships are beneficial for everyone 
involved, so that’s another really positive 
outcome. 

 The Sun ‘Free Books’                                    
Don’t forget the Sun 
newspaper campaign 
is still ‘live’.                                           
They are offering 
schools another 
round of free picture 
books for any who collect enough vouchers 
printed in their papers between 11th 

November and 15th December. The Office 
holds a collecting box for anyone who can 
contribute – please spread the word among 
family and friends! 

Community Links                                                   
We recognise the value of participation and 
the power of personal achievement for our 
children and are always happy to support 
community events and ‘sign-post’ our 
families to ones that may be relevant or 
appropriate.                                                     
We recently welcomed Mrs Lara McVeigh 
into Assembly to speak to the children 
about Beaver groups within Helensburgh. 
Many of our children already attend youth 
groups and organisations in the community; 
if anyone is interested in finding out more 
about things that are happening or other 
clubs to join then check in to our website 
where we regularly post information.       
Please also watch out for news on the links 
we have recently set up with Argyle Care 
Home. Full details will follow next month… 
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 Hermitage School Choir                                                                               
Our popular After-School Club practise hard every Wednesday with Mrs Ridland and Miss 
Philips and they recently gave their first ‘festive’ performance of the season at the Chest Heart 
and Stroke Club in the Victoria Halls. They performed fantastically well and all who were in the 
audience were very appreciative. Listen out for their dulcet tones over the Christmas period! 
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Hermitage welcome the F2!                                                                     
Just after the October break we learned that we had won the national 
UNICEF Soccer Aid Video Competition for the Playground Challenge we 
held back in June. It was a tremendous achievement to be the winners of 
all schools across the whole of the UK and our excitement only grew when 
our prize was announced! The Instagram sensation – football freestyling 
duo, The F2, would ‘live link’ to the school in a very special Assembly. Our 
pupils and staff were thrilled when this took place last Friday and in our 
packed Hall we linked up to the famous duo in central London to be 
congratulated by them in person. Some of our pupils were able to pose 
some footballing questions to them and they demonstrated a bit of the skill 
they are so famous for. Their 7.5 million followers heard about our win and we’ve received many 
congratulatory messages as a result – not bad for a wee school in the West of Scotland! 
Another huge ‘well done’ to the RRS C.O.R.E Committee and Mrs Grafton for the work they did 
in this competition and event. It’s certainly placing our school on the map. 

Health and Safety                                              
We continue to remind you about parking at the school 
gates and the necessity to keep this area clear of traffic. 
We do ask for your cooperation in this matter. The 
school is on a busy road with very limited parking so 
gets congested extremely easily. This congestion 
creates risks for all and we must work together to 
ensure the safety of all our pupils as they enter and 
leave the school grounds.                                                  
NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags and the 
whole area should remain clear. We do appreciate that 
parking is very limited around the school and ask you to 
respect the rights of our neighbouring residents and 
property owners. Walking or ‘Parking and Striding’ are 
good alternatives – and just think of the environmental 
and health benefits!                                                          
Can I also remind parents that the car park is for 
authorised personnel only. It is a very tight and busy 
area where currently our bikes and scooters exit.          
Parent use is not permitted.                                            
We are working with the Council to try and augment 
facilities for disabled parking as more users require the 
one space we currently have.  

Cross Country                                                   
Congratulations to the P5-7 
children who attended the 
Garscube Harriers Schools Meet 
earlier in the month. Although it was 
tough, and a long course, they 
persevered and really enjoyed their 
experience. A particular ‘well done’ 
to the team of P7 boys who gained 
a third place trophy for their 
combined runs. Thank you to Miss 
Philips for organising the event and 
to the parents who supported it. 



 

 

Christmas Post:  If you’d like to use this service the school post box will be in the Hall and ready 
for custom on December 2nd. Pop your cards in each morning and they will be delivered by our 
Primary 1 Postal Service.  Remember to include class details beside the names on the envelopes 
to ensure they reach the right people!  
 

HPPC ‘Christmas Fair’ – Friday 6th December  3.30-6.00pm 
Come along to this exciting event and buy those ‘hard-to-find’ presents or 
just soak up the atmosphere! The Parent Council have been working very 
hard to get another great event organised for all. The School Hall will be full of 
stalls of very special crafts made by all the pupils and the P7s have created a 
special Enterprise Village in their area of the school.  The Music and Drama 
rooms will be transformed in to cosy Café area to rest and refresh and there 
are lots of festive activities for children (with a special guest appearance!); 

Christmas Bake Off (P4-7s) and Christmas Card Competition (P1-3) with special guest judges, 
Christmas karaoke, singers, crafts, tombolas and more. The Parent Council ask that hamper 
donations be sent in by 29th November and any Christmas jumpers by 4th December. Please 
keep an eye out for more info on your Parent Council Facebook pages. 
Let us get you into the Christmas spirit – pop in and support this major event.  All monies raised 
go directly back to your children in the school 
 
P1-3 Nativity Concert : ‘The Fairytale Land Nativity Show’ 
All pupils in P1-3 are busy preparing for this year’s Nativity Concert. 
Performances for parents and friends will take place in the School Hall at 
the following times: 
Monday 9th December – 1.45pm (Grandparents and Senior Citizens) 
Tuesday 10th December –  School: 1.45pm (Parents and Friends)  
Wednesday 11th December – School: 6.30pm (Parents and Friends) 
A separate request form for tickets for school performances has already been sent out to infant 
families with tickets available from the school Office. There is no charge for entry and tea and 
coffee will be available before each performance for a donation.  
All donations from this event will go to the Pupil Council chosen Christmas charity, Children in 
Need.  

 
Senior Citizens Concert – Monday 9th December 
We are looking forward to entertaining local community members when we will 
present our Nativity to senior citizens and pre-5 groups in the School Hall at 
1.45pm. All grandparents are also invited to join us for this festive event, which 
sees all classes in the school involved in a musical performance of festive songs.  
A cup of tea will be provided. 

 
 
Helensburgh Tree Festival – Wednesday 11th December, URC Helensburgh 
Following the success of last year’s performance, our Choir have been invited to 
perform at this event hosted by the URC Church in Helensburgh. It is an honour to 
have been asked again to sing and Mrs Ridland and Miss Philips are rehearsing 
pupils in the After School Choir with their repertoire for this event.   Pupils involved 
will receive more detailed information nearer the time, but all are welcome to come along and 
hear this musical treat at the United Reformed Church on West Princes Street in Helensburgh 
between 12-12.30pm. Entry is free but donations are welcomed for the event’s chosen charities. 
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Christmas @ Hermitage 2019  
 
Eco Green Flag Celebration – Thursday 12th December  
As promised, a special treat is being laid on to celebrate the award of our fourth 
Green Flag. M&M Productions will visit school to perform the pantomime,           
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ for all pupils in a specially designed schools’ 
performance. It’s provided free for the children as a reward for all the hard work 
they do in promoting, encouraging and ‘living’ our Eco values. 
 
 
Christmas Jumper Movie Afternoon – Friday 13th December 
This Christmas Fun Afternoon is being organised by the Pupil Council to raise money for their 
chosen charity, Cancer Research. Pupils can wear a Christmas jumper to school on this date 
and enjoy some festive fun! (Jumpers need not be bought specially for this occasion – an ordinary 
one decorated appropriately will suffice, and keeps up our Eco values J) Pupils are requested to 
bring £1 to participate in the fun that’s planned.  Children will choose an age-appropriate 
Christmas movie to watch and share some popcorn, provided by the Pupil Council. 
 
 

Class Parties  
Parties are planned for each class on the dates listed below. Children are 
encouraged to bring in their party clothes to change into at lunchtime. The 
parties run each afternoon and include, dancing, games and food. We’re hoping 
a special guest may visit our P1s too! 
16th Dec – P2/3                             17th Dec – P1 

         18th Dec – P4/5         19th Dec – P6/7 
 
 

Yet again, we are delighted that the HPPC are funding our special end of term treats and 
celebrations. 

 
 
Christmas Lunch – Tuesday 17th December  
Mrs Brown and her staff will serve this special, festive lunch for the usual cost of 
£2.20 (an additional 10p for milk!). For catering purposes, please ensure all orders 
for this are in by Thursday 12th December. Thank you 
 
 

 
Church Service – Friday 20th December @ 10am 

Our end of term Service will take place at Helensburgh Parish Church on Friday 20th 
December at 10am and all are welcome to join us. An offering will be taken up for 
Children in Need, for anyone wishing to contribute. If any parents are available to help 
as ‘walkers’ to the Church, please contact the school office on 672949. 
 

 
End of Term – Friday 20th  @ 2.30 p.m.  
School closes at 2.30pm on Friday 20th December and re-opens at 9am on Monday 6th January 
2020. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
  HERMITAGE PRIMARY PARENT COUNCIL 
 

 
 

      
It’s nearly that time again and to celebrate we are having our Christmas Fair on Friday 6th 
December, 3.30 – 6pm. However WE NEED YOUR HELP please. 
 

● I have been in touch with Santa and he is taking time out of his busy schedule to 
come along and see everyone! 
 

● P1 – P3 card competition! (£1 entry, cards to be entered by 9am Fri 6th Dec) 
 

● P4-P7 bake off! (£1 entry, please bring in by 9am on Friday 6th Dec. Winning cakes 
will be raffled and the other cakes will be sold at the Christmas Fair Cafe) 

 
 
Please drop any donations into school next week: 
 
We are looking for 

● Nearly new toys and books (in good condition) 
● Bottles for the tombola 
● Soft toys (washed and in great condition) for the teddy tombola 
● Christmas jumpers 

 
 
It will also be possible this year to buy raffle tickets prior to the fair, via Paypal. Watch 
out on our FB page for further info! 
 
To ensure the fair is a success we will be looking for volunteers to help. We will be setting 
up from 1pm and will need help before, during (3.30-6pm) and after the fair to clear up! 
If you are able to spare some of your time, please let us know… 
email - cmszraga@hotmail.com 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all there and thank you for your help as always!!! 
 

Hermitage Primary Parent Council    /    www.hermitageprimarypc.co.uk 
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Dates ahead… 
Fri 6th Dec  After School Clubs stop 

  HPPC Christmas Fair 3.30-6.00 

Mon 9th Dec  Senior Citizens Concert 1.45pm 

Tues 10th Dec  Infant Nativity Concert 1.45pm 

Wed 11th Dec  Choir @ Tree Festival, URC 12.00 

  Infant Nativity Concert 6.30pm 

Thurs 12th Dec  Choir @ Lunch Club 12.00 

   Pantomime Performance (pm)  

Fri 13th Dec                Pupil Council Jumper and Movie Aft 

Mon 16th Dec  P2/3 Party (pm)  

Tues 17th Dec  Christmas Lunch  

 P1 Party (pm)                          

Wed 18th Dec  P4/5 Party 

Thurs 19th Dec  P6/7 Party (pm) 

Fri 20th Dec  End of Term Service, HPC 10am 

   School closes 2.30pm 

Mon 6th Jan  School opens 9am 

Stationery Shop 
Primary Seven will, again, run our stationery 
shop for any small items children may want to 
replace for their pencil cases. The shop will 
open on a Friday breaktime in the Hall and  
stock / prices are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber    20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Tuck Shop                                             
Our Catering Staff operate a daily Tuck Shop from the 
hatches each morning break.                                                     
Listed below are prices of items for sale:                                                                      
Carton of juice – 40p   F lavoured water – 50p             
P lain milk – 20p          Breadstick – 10p  
Apple/Orange – 20p    ‘Fruity Pot’  – 40p                      
Cr isps (baked) – 60p    Mini biscuits – 30p 
Popcorn – 60p             Buttered toast – 30p 
Yoghurt pot – 30p        Muller ‘Corner’  – 35p 
Homemade Flapjack (Tues/Thurs) – 40p                            
Waff le (Wed) – 60p                      

P4-7
Bake Off

Grotto

Stalls Cakes
&

Crafts
Cakes

P1-3Card
Competition

FRIDAy 6th DEC
3.30-6.00pm

HERMITAGE PRIMARY PARENT COUNCIL

Christmas
FAIR 2019



 

 

 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 


