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Welcome to a new school                                                           
year! 
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We hope everyone has had a refreshing 
summer break and is raring to go!                                                             
It was lovely to welcome all the children 
back, all looking so smart in their fresh 
school uniforms.                                                                                                                                                  
Our start has been very smooth and 
settled and it is great to see everyone 
smiling and genuinely happy to be here.                                                                                                                                   
Our new classes of Primary Ones are 
setting quickly together and are being 
looked after very well by their Big 
Buddies in P7.                                             
We also welcomed some other new 
children into other classes in the school 
alongside some new staff members. 
You can read about them in Staffing 
News on page 6. 

We wish everyone a great year ahead as 
we grow and develop and enjoy learning 
together. 

Please read the details in this Bulletin 
carefully as it will give you important 
information for this new school year 
ahead.  

Health and Safety 
Thank you for your cooperation regarding parking on 
the road at the entrance.  We have such a busy 
school with large numbers of children and parked 
cars cause a real hazard.                                        
NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags and 
the whole area at the front of the school should 
remain clear.                                                                     
With so many children exiting the gate at 3pm, it’s 
important that they are reminded to ‘tag’ their 
teacher when they see their nominated adult before 
leaving promptly after.                                                      
We wish to ensure the safety of all our pupils as they 
enter and leave the school grounds.  



 Lorem Ipsum 

Communications… 
Our principal method of communication with you is 

through the Xpressions App, introduced by the local Authority. We know many of you have 
downloaded the app and are receiving our communications direct to your phones and devices. 
Using this method it means we can get in touch with you directly through “push notifications” and 
can attach letters and documents - cutting down on school bag mail which gets lost or buried in 
the bottom of bags! 

The app is free to download and will work on any platform and smart device. We really encourage 
all of you to download it and benefit from us being able to send you information in this way. It’s a 
change for all of us but one we feel we will all benefit from. 

For those who choose not to download the app, the same information will also come to you, but 
via your email.  

Remember, it’s essential that the email address we hold for you is correct for any of this to 

work so if you’re in any doubt, check with the school office staff.   

The annual date planner was issued as a paper copy in your ‘brown envelopes’. This gives you 
prior knowledge of identified Assembly dates, services, parent meetings and events for the year 
ahead and will hopefully allow you to plan around things. Please pin this up somewhere for 
reference and add to it as more school dates fill up over the year. Bear in mind that any date could 
be subject to change. Should this be the case we will endeavour to give as much 

notice as possible.  

Our school calendar is kept up to date on the website and as a “Google 
calendar”, can also be synced with your devices. Please get into the habit of checking this 

weekly as new dates and events are added all the time. In addition to the title of the event, further 
basic information can also be obtained by clicking on the title. In this way you won’t miss anything 
happening!  

Further information can usually be found on the website and all letters and documents are also 
stored there, for ease of reference. 
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Our school Twitter feed is growing in popularity and we’d like to encourage as many 
as possible to read our feed. (@HermitagePrim) It is updated very regularly with 
short pieces of information and news of what is happening around the school.  

And, of course, each child has a Pupil Planner which operates as a vital tool in parent / teacher 
communication. Feel free to drop a note to the teacher using the space available 
each week and the teachers will also use this too if they wish to alert you to 
something specific.  They are split into sections –                                                                                                                           
white: general information on policies and procedures                                                                              

coloured: Termly planning and recording pages, including reporting and assessment                                                                                                              
blue: weekly diary and reflection pages 

We ask you to check the blue pages daily for any messages from school and to discuss the 
week’s learning with your child in preparation for ‘Me Time’.  Please also sign the diary weekly 
on a Thursday night to be returned to school on a Friday.                                                                     
On a regular basis we will ask you to review your child’s targets and progress within the Termly 
sections and to respond and share in our reporting pages. 

In response to comments given in our Feedback survey last session, we intend to issue monthly 
School Newsletters  this year.  In such a large and busy school we hope this will 
provide more regular and up to date information and news over the year.  

 

Website QR 
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‘Open Learning’ 
Every year we look forward to welcoming you 
into school to share in our Class Assemblies. 
This year we would like to expand this into an 
opportunity for you to visit your children in their 
class and to experience more of their learning.                                                      
Traditionally the school have held an Open Day 
in June for this purpose but with a school as 
large as Hermitage Primary this can be a very 
busy day where it’s quite challenging to spend 
quality time with your child.                                            
We would like to make this experience more 
meaningful and positive for you and your 
children and so look to altering the format of 
our Class Assemblies.                                        
Instead we invite you to new Open Learning 
events for each class which will begin with 
their Class Assembly in the Hall at 9.15am. 
After a quick refreshment in the Drama Room 
the class will then welcome you into their 
classrooms, sharing their learning further and 
giving you the chance to work alongside your 
children in learning activities.                                        
We appreciate this might mean requesting a 
little more time off work in order to attend but 
hope the experience will be more enriching for 
all!                                                                              
Dates for all Open Learning events are listed on 
the Annual Planner for each class and we will 
aim to finish around 10.30am 

Meet with the Teacher 
Reporting to you on your children’s progress is a vital part of 
the work we do and through this coming year we have 
planned opportunities to do that. 

The Pupil Planners contain three points for progress reports 
in the Termly sections, which will be used by staff to give 
regular updates on learning. We also ask you to comment 
there too. 

Our Parent/Teacher Meetings are set for October and 
March. On each occasion we offer 2 sessions for this and 
appointments can be booked through our online system 
nearer the time. 

In addition we have an early opportunity for you to come 
along and meet with the new class teachers.                           
Run as a ‘drop-in’ session, we invite you to come and go 
between classes as you please. Mrs Davis will begin the 
evening with a brief talk in the Hall at 6.30pm, for those who 
wish to hear about the plans we have for the year ahead. 
Also laid on that evening will be some of the resources and 
activities our classes use in each teaching area. We’d love 
you to get involved in these with your children – it’s a great 
way to share in learning and have some fun together! 

Additional information regarding curriculum, home-learning 
and practical information for each class have been sent 
home as an Information booklet to keep and refer to as the 
year goes on. 

Wed 30th Oct:  5.30-8.30pm  
Thurs 31st Oct:  3.30-6.30pm  

Wed 18th Mar:  5.30-8.30pm                             
Thurs 19th Mar:  3.30-6.30pm  

Book an appointment to meet at 
these Progress Meetings. 

Of course, if anything  

crops up out-with these 

dates, just pop a note 

in the planner, lift the 

phone or email; staff 

will do all they can to 

accommodate you. 

Wed 11th September:  6.30-8.00pm                                                     
An early opportunity to come along and introduce yourself 
to new class teachers – no appointment necessary.                                                      
*P1 parents  please note we will also provide a 
Curriculum Workshop for you to attend at 6.45pm 



 

 

Important Request! 
With a school as 
large as Hermitage 
Primary the volume 
of lost property 
can easily mount up.                                                                           

Please help us by ensuring that all 
personal items are clearly named so 
that we can reunite property with owners 
– and do feel free to pop in to re-claim 
any stray items from Lost Property in the 
Janitor’s Room. 

Attendance Procedures                              
All of us are aware of the research that links good 
school attendance with raised attainment and 
achievement. At Hermitage Primary School we 
strive for the highest standards possible in this 
respect and attendance is monitored carefully at our 
school.                                                                    
Please ensure your children are maintaining 
appropriate attendance for school and only absent 
when sick or incapacitated.                                                                                                         
Missing school days all mount up and this impacts 
of the consistency of learning and progress for your 
child. If your child is to be absent, please continue 
to alert the Attendance Text Line, stating the 
reason for the absence and the likely date for return. 
*Please note a period of 48 hours from an 

occurrence of sickness or diarrhea should be 

adhered to before sending a child back to 

school.                                                               

Punctuality is also important – even a 10 minute 
delay at 9am can mean your child missing out on 
the really important start that each morning brings in 
every classroom. Any children who arrive after the 
9am bell need to access via the main school door 
and should report in with the attending Office staff.  
This year we ask that you use the Attendance Text 
Line to notify us of any appointments or events that 
require your child to be out of school during a day 
(eg competitions, exams, medical appointments etc) 
instead of writing these within Pupils’ Planners.   
This enables Admin staff to keep the necessary 
track of our pupils at all times.                                  
Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

Please also note that holidays during term time are 
not encouraged and will be recorded as 
‘unathorised absences’ unless there are exceptional 
circumstances preventing a family taking their 
holiday during the identified school holiday periods.  
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Cake Sales 
The popularity – and competition – of 
Class Bake Sales in Hermitage Primary 
is legendary! This year our classes will 
run these events alongside the Parent 
Council and the children and their 
teachers will assume responsibility for 
setting up and selling their wares.                   
The stalls will be run on the dates 
indicated on the Annual Date Planner.                                                             
Children will split their profits between 
Parent Council funds and a charity of 
their choice. Please continue to support 
these events by providing cakes and 
bakes as generously as you can and by 
popping into each sale at 2.45pm. 

 

May the 
best class 

win!! 
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Staffing News 
We’ve welcomed Mrs Hawkins back to the office after her Maternity Leave. She joins the existing 
team and is another friendly face to help you with any enquiries.  

Mrs Morag Ridland, our class Music specialist, now joins us on a permanent contract for 2 days 
a week and will work with all classes through the school.  

Mrs Sarah Barlow joins the teaching team again after her Maternity break last year and teaches 
P3B with Mr Henry. Mr Henry also takes up the responsibility of teaching outdoor lessons to all 
classes this year, developing the work begun last year by Mr Osorio and Mrs Miller. 

Mrs McMurdo and Mr Mulvenna, our Deputes, continue in their pastoral roles with Mrs 
McMurdo having pastoral responsibility for P1-3 and Mr Mulvenna assuming this for P4-7.                                 
Any initial queries or concerns should be raised with them in the first instance. 

And Miss Rosalind Philips joins us as a permanent member of the teaching team, having been 
appointed at the end of last session at interview. She teaches P7A this year.  Welcome to all! 

Pupil Committees / House Captains 
Elections took place last week for the first of our Pupil Leadership roles when the House Captains 
and Vice Captains were elected. A large number of P6 and P7 pupils took the opportunity to 
stand for these sought-after posts and prepared and delivered excellent speeches to present to 
their Houses. All the pupils voted and the elected pupils now wear their ‘badges of Office’ with 
pride. We wish them well as they lead their Houses through the coming year, competing to gain 
as many points as possible in order to lift the coveted Shield in June.                                                     
Earth: Captain – Taelor Smith   Vice Captain – Poppy Carswell                                                                 
Mars: Captain – Lewis Beck     Vice Captain – Mya Logan                                                                  
Jupiter: Captain – Chloe Stirling     Vice Captain – Daisy McCallion                                                       

: Captain – Heather Hughes    Vice Captain – Nicolette Dorman 

August 2019 



 

 

Hermitage Primary Bulletin: August 2019                                                                                                                                                             7 

As we begin another school year we are excited and 
delighted to tell you about our plans for the coming 
year! Our new team of volunteer parents are busy 
organising some NEW events this year, as well as 
keeping some of the old favourites! If you would like 
to be involved or could spare some time to help then 
please email us!  parents@hermitageprimarypc.co.uk  

Have you seen our red post box in the school foyer? We do hope you will use 
this to feed back to us any ideas, or communicate any other issues you would 
like us to be aware of! HPPC and Mrs Davis and her team are working closely 
in partnership and we encourage and value input from as many parents as 
possible!     

COMING SOON….
  

We are thrilled to announce the return of the 100 Club 
Lottery! This used to be very popular and we will be 
announcing further details soon….  

Our next Cake Sale will be run by the P7’s themselves at 2.45pm on                        
Friday 27th September IN THE SCHOOL HALL!  Please come inside to                   
support the P7s and remember your tupperware! This year we hope to expand to 

sell other items along with the cakes, such as fruit/sweets etc! 

Our next big fundraising event:  Halloween Discos on Fri 1st Nov!                                   
Please look out for our volunteer rota and do consider helping out at one of our events this 
year if you can! It’s a great way to get involved in your child’s school and we always warmly 
welcome any new volunteers! With school’s ever tightening budget, the money that we all 
raise together is vital.                                                                                                                   

This year we have set a target of raising £8000! This will pay for your child to have 

educational resources, books for the library, play resources and much much more!                                                                                                                                

We look forward to working with all parents and carers to achieve this ambitious goal! 



 

 

 

Hermitage Primary Bulletin August 2019 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Elspeth Davis 

School Office: 01436 672949 

Attendance Text Line: 078600 29895 

www.hermitageprimaryschool.org 

School Improvement Priorities 
Last year many of you provided very helpful 
feedback as we evaluated our quality across 
the areas of our work and this, alongside 
staff and pupil feedback, has fed into the 
priorities we have identified for the year 
ahead. 

We have published a more detailed Summary 
Improvement Plan and this has been sent 
home via Xpressions to all families. Paper 
copies are also available from the Office and 
the full paper has been published to our 
Website alongside our Standards and Quality 
Report for 2018-19.                                                                                                   

We’d also love to work further with as many 
of you as possible; partnerships have been 
proved to increase the achievement and 
attainment of pupils and we commend this to 
you all. Please let us know of any support you 
can offer, at any point in the year! 

Term Dates ahead… 
Tues 13th Aug   Staff INSET  

Wed 14th Aug  Staff INSET  

Thurs 15th Aug  Pupils Return – 9am 

Fri 23rd  Aug  Coffee and Cakes Aft – 2pm 

Wed 28th Aug  Parent Council Meeting –7.15pm 

Wed 11th Sep  Meet the Teacher  6.30-8pm 

Fri 27th Sep  P5 ‘Open Learning’ – 9.15am 

Fri 27th Sep  P7 Cake Sale: 2.45pm 

Mon 30th Sep  Term 1 reports issued 

Fri 4th Oct  Community Harvest Tea 1.30pm  

7th – 18th Oct  Pupil October Break 

Mon 7th Oct  Staff INSET                           

Tues 8th Oct   Staff INSET  

Stationery Shop 
Primary Seven will, again, run our stationery 
shop for any small items children may want to 
replace for their pencil cases. The shop will 
open on a Friday breaktime in the Hall and  
stock / prices are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber    20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Tuck Shop                                             
Our Catering Staff operate a daily Tuck Shop from the 
hatches each morning break.                                                     
Listed below are prices of items for sale:                                                                      
Carton of juice – 40p   F lavoured water – 50p             
P lain milk – 20p          Breadstick – 10p  
Apple/Orange – 20p    ‘Fruity Pot’  – 40p                      
Cr isps (baked) – 60p    Mini biscuits – 30p 
Popcorn – 60p             Buttered toast – 30p 
Yoghurt pot – 30p        Muller ‘Corner’  – 35p 
Homemade Flapjack (Tues/Thurs) – 40p                            
Waff le (Wed) – 60p                      


