
  

Term 3 has begun! 

Bulletin 
Issue 3: January 2019 
  

We hope everyone enjoyed their 
Christmas break and had lots of fun with 
family and friends. 

The term ahead is full of planned 
learning and events. This Bulletin gives 
you brief details of things that are 
coming up and also some additional 
school information. Please continue to 
take note of all-important information. 
Don’t forget, the school calendar is 
updated ‘live’ on the website. It really is 
worth visiting it regularly to keep up to 
date.                                                                
Our new Twitter Feed launched in early 
November and we’re delighted to see 
some of you already ‘following’ us 
regularly. We’d like to encourage more 
of you to ‘sign up’ to ‘follow’ us 
@HermitagePrim                                      
It’s a great way to stay in touch with the 
wide variety of learning and activity 
going on all around our school as staff 
are posting updates almost every day. 
GDPR legislation and Internet Safety 

guidance is being followed to ensure 

safety of our children at all times.  
You can use this handy 
QR code to take you 
straight there and the 
‘live feed’ also appears 
on our school website. 

Health and Safety 
Thank you for your cooperation regarding parking on 
the road at the school gates.                                           
NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags and 
the whole area should remain clear.                              
We wish to ensure the safety of all our pupils as they 
enter and leave the school grounds.                                   
We do appreciate that parking is very limited around 
the school and ask you to respect the rights of our 
neighbouring residents and property owners. 
Walking or ‘Parking and Striding’ are good 
alternatives – and just think of the environmental and 
health benefits!  

 

 

Staffing News 
You may have been welcomed at the Office window 
or on the phone by another new ‘voice’ in our 
School Office.                                                              
Vicki Harvey-Cartmell is temporarily working with the 
new team on a Wednesday and a Friday as Mrs 
Butler is now working with the children in P3 as a 
Classroom Assistant.                                                 
Vicki will remain with us until Mrs Sarah Hodgeson 
returns from Maternity Leave later in the year. 

We’re also delighted to let you know that since our 
last Parent Bulletin, Mrs Laura Johnston delivered a 
healthy baby boy in October! Our congratulations go 
to her and her husband as they enjoy their new lives 
as parents with baby Cameron. 

 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Tree Festival 

Our After School Choir 

enjoyed performing at the 
Christmas Tree Festival in the 
United Reformed Church just 
before the end of term. They 
entertained their audience with 
a varied programme of songs 
and were commended for their 
repertoire choices and 
musicality. 

                                                                                                                     
What a lot of fun we enjoyed across the school during Book 
Week! Beginning on the Monday, all classes took part in creating 
a shared school story. The story was built and continued as it 
made its way across all classes throughout the week and 
everyone took great delight as Mrs Davis shared the finished 
piece at our Assembly on the Friday. A huge variety of book-
related activities and lessons were planned across all classes and 
we were also really grateful to the Pupil Council for running the 
Big Book Swap. The undoubted highlight of the week, however, 
was our Inter House Challenge Day where everyone worked in 
multi-age House Groups for the whole day. ‘Carouselling’ around 
4 activities, everyone took part in creating Book displays for the 
school Library, creating literary characters using potatoes, an 
Orienteering activity in our grounds, searching for clues in a Book 
Hunt and an Inter House Book Quiz, testing our knowledge of a 
range of books, characters and authors. Well done to Earth, the 
eventual winners of the Quiz, after a very close-run competition! 

Pupil Council 
Council members met regularly 
last term and have been working 
very hard! 

During Book Week the 
Committee organised and ran our 
Big Book Lucky Dip              
Promoting the event, collecting 
the donated books and 
coordinating the ‘dipping’ 
resulted in every child in our 
school receiving a ‘new’ book to 
take home and enjoy together. It 
was very successful and was a 
great way to share new stories 
and recycle books we’d grown 
tired of. 

The Pupil Council also organised 
a very enjoyable Christmas 
Movie morning on our Jumper 
Day. Having surveyed classes to 
determine the most popular 
Christmas films, the Committee 
offered these selections to the 
children and all of our pupils 
went to the film of their choice 
and thoroughly enjoyed their 
morning of festive 
entertainment. 

The ultimate aim of the 
Committee was to raise funds 
for Save the Children and a 
massive total of £316.55 was 
raised through the day, which 
was added to our festive giving 
for the international charity. 

Book Week Scotland 
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We had a very busy festive season here at school with many events to prepare for and take part in.                     

Our Infants in P1-3 presented a fantastic Christmas concert  - “Shine Star Shine!” Actors in P1 looked as cute as 

buttons as they delivered well-rehearsed lines and stage movements and sang their catchy songs with 

enthusiasm. Our P3 readers narrated confidently and clearly, pulling this familiar story together for their 

audiences.  P2 and P3 entertained with a lovely selection of Christmas songs which were clearly enjoyed by our 

audiences. The children gave two performances this year, both in school, with the addition of a new evening 

performance. Each time the houses were full and the audiences very appreciative. 

All classes were also very busy ‘crafting’ in early December, preparing goods to 

sell at the Parent Council Christmas Fair. The Pupil Stalls were a very popular 

attraction at the busy Fair and sold out very quickly. The stalls ranged from 

tree decorations and gingerbread men to hand-crafted whisky barrel-stave 

candle holders and evergreen wreaths. We were very grateful to both Loch 

Lomond Distillery and florist, Mrs Buet, for their assistance with the latter 

products. Working with professionals enabled the children in P4 and P6 

respectively to learn new skills as they created gifts of a high quality. 

Primary 7 pupils also provided a ‘Craft Village’ at the event, bringing together the fruits of their Learning Context 

within Learning Block 2. Taking part in the Virgin Money ‘Make £5 Grow’ Challenge, cooperative enterprise 

groups were established across both classes and were allocated £5 per group, to “make it grow”; planning, 

costing, producing and marketing their products, before selling them to visitors at the Fair. All of the goods 

proved popular and everything sold out! Primary 7 were delighted with how much they learned about business 

and the fantastic profit of £455 they made. Now they look forward to planning how they will spend it! 

Christmas Fun at Hermitage! 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Infants were also treated to a Christmas Magic Show from ‘Mr E’, the talented 

Grandfather of one of our Primary 1 pupils. His clever show thrilled the children and 

it was a delight to welcome him to school; a particular treat at that time of year! 

Thanks to funding from the HPPC, all of our pupils enjoyed their Christmas parties.  

it was lovely to see the children all dressed up and enjoying the games and dances 

during their special afternoons. Funding provided the children with a little ’party 

sustenance’ and also prizes for the many games on offer. Santa also visited our 

Primary 1 party and the children were delighted with books given as gifts to each of 

them. 

We had another opportunity to invite community members in to school for our Coffee Afternoon. Every pupil 

entertained our guests with their Christmas songs and the Infant Nativity and our guests thoroughly enjoyed 

their afternoon with us.  

We have received many kind comments about our Christmas Service this year and it was very special to share 

this with so many other family members who were able to join us in the Parish Church on the last day of term. 

We were very proud of the contributions made by all of the children – in music, song and readings.  

Christmas Charity Donation 
Thanks to the generosity of our whole school 
community over the festive period, we are 
getting ready to present a cheque to                     
Save the Children for a huge total of £940.25                      
This money was raised through donations at our 
Nativity performances, the Pupil Council Jumper 
Day and the offering at our end of term Church 
service. Thank you everyone! 
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School Development Work 
Over last term a great deal of work has been 
undertaken with the refresh of Accelerated 
Reading within the school for our pupils in P3-7. 
Two Parent Information sessions were held to give 
parents more information on the programme and 
how it works for each child. These were very well 
attended and feedback was positive. Parents 
attending felt they benefitted from the sessions. 
Additional information is available on our school 
website for those who were unable to get to those 
meetings. 

Following these sessions, a number of parents 
volunteered their services to work alongside 
Elizabeth Lambert and Tamara Milberg-Brown in 
cataloguing and labeling up the books we have 
available in our school lending Library. Over a 
number of sessions this hard-working group 
beavered away to get the Library ready again for use 
and we are incredibly grateful to them all. 

Thanks to HPPC funding, we have also been able to 
augment our stock and have purchased a large 
number of additional books for the Library. Many of 
these books or authors have been requested by our 
pupils who are looking forward to reading them! 

Accelerated Reading will be re-launched on 28th 
January, with an ‘official opening’ of the refreshed 
Library during that week. Following their Star Tests, 
children will then be encouraged to borrow the 
Library books matched to their reading ages and 
careful tracking of this will be undertaken by Class 
Teachers as we utilise this resource across First and 
Second Levels to raise attainment in reading. Please 
continue to talk to your children about the books they 
are reading, sharing some of their reading times with 
them at home as they enjoy the books. 

The Emerging Literacy Pi lot for our P1 and P2 
classes is proving beneficial. Play based learning is 
motivating our youngest children and engaging them 
more in their learning process. This work continues 
into Learning Block 3 as we take each child further in 
their own learning steps. 

Class Assemblies 
Last term we enjoyed hearing from Primaries 2 and 5 
as they shared some of their learning experiences. It’s 
great to welcome parents and friends in to these 
occasions and to see the children so confidently and 
enthusiastically describe the fun they have had in 
creative approaches in learning. 

At Primary 2’s Assembly we heard all about the 
learning they had undertaken as part of their 
Farming topic. Through song, drama and AV they 
showed us some of their class activities.                          
An undoubted highlight was their trip to Briarlands 
Farm. Tractor rides, feeding the animals and meeting 
a brand new piglet featured among the fun of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P5’s theme was Electr ic ity . Through a highly 
creative, ‘game-show’ concept, the children in this 
stage shared all their new knowledge and skill. They 
certainly brought this science topic to life as they 
demonstrated their knowledge of circuits, electricity in 
our world and the development of sustainable power 
sources.  

Of especial interest was their cooperative group STEM 
Challenge where they were asked to design and 
construct a working lighthouse. The criteria for 
success was specific and the children had to adopt 
particular World of Work roles in order to complete the 
Challenge. 

Like P2, their learning was truly cross-curricular as 
they connected other subject areas and skills in their 
learning contexts.  



 Lorem Ipsum 

Active Lifestyles: Daily Mile & Forest Schools 
The Daily Mile initiative is becoming a more regular feature of daily routine 
here at Hermitage Primary. Begun as part of Maths Week, back in 
November, where the children took the opportunity to see how far we could 
collectively walk in the week, more classes have begun to enjoy this daily 
opportunity to get outside. It’s a short break in the day between learning, 
which allows the children to stretch their legs, exercise their bodies and 
boost their brains in the fresh air, enabling more focus when coming back 
into classes. As a national initiative, it has caught the educational world by 
storm and has proven educational and physical benefits. You might want to 
encourage this burst of energy in your children further by enjoying even 
more of our wonderful local environment in their leisure time – or even just 
walking to or from school! 

In addition to the increased opportunities all classes are receiving in Mr 
Osorio’s outdoor Eco lessons this year, Mrs Miller, one of our P1 teachers is 
a trained Forest Schools Leader. Primary 1 pupils have been spending time 
in small groups exploring and developing their skills in the outdoors on a 
Friday afternoon. It’s just wonderful to be able to use the new Park spaces 
right next door to the school and this way of learning, beyond the traditional 
confines of a classroom broadens experience and life skill for everyone. 
We’re excited about how we can develop this further!          

Congratulations – all round! 
It’s a real pleasure to share in Achievement Assemblies each week as we 

hear of the variety of achievements of all of our pupils. Please keep 

encouraging your child to note any achievements they are proud of.                                                                                                                           

We were thrilled to learn that a motion had been raised by MSP, Jackie 

Baillie, at Holyrood in recognition of Heather Hughes’ achievements in 

gymnastics. What an accolade! Heather’s in P6 and at age 10 holds the 

title of Scotland’s number one tumbler for her age.                                                                                         

We were also delighted to hear that Eilidh Gammons in P7 recently earned a 

prestigious Highland scholarship from the British Association of Teachers of 

Dance. Eilidh, who holds 76 championship titles, was awarded the prize in 

the Under-14s junior category.  Well done Eilidh!                                                                        

More recognition came for Street Dancers, Conor Hicks and Loxi Joseph, also 

P7, when, before Christmas, their team – The Hoodlumz -  placed first at the 

UDO National Street Dance Championships and became overall Six Nations 

Winners.  Another tremendous achievement.                                                                                               

Congratulations to all of our talented pupils – we’re very proud of you! 
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Restorative Buddies 
A group of eight senior pupils from Primaries 6 and 7 

were recently trained in Restorative Practices.          

Janet Clark from Restorative Justice had travelled from 

London to train all staff in this approach at our August 

INSET day and returned in November to train our Peer 

Leaders. Pupils participated in a full day of activity, 

designed to equip them in working to support peers 

when difficulties arise within friendships.                                                                

Working alongside staff in these approaches is making 

a positive impact on pupil behavior and relationships 

across children in the school.  

HPPC : Parent Council 
The Christmas Fair in early December was very well supported. The School was packed as folk 

browsed the array of Stalls in search of Christmas gifts and treats. Competitions for the Bake 
Off and Christmas Models proved very popular with the children and the HPPC’s Children’s 
Area, complete with Santa’s Grotto kept everyone amused. The addition of entertainment, this 
year, with Margaret Rose Dancers on the Main Stage and carol singers was really appreciated 
by all in attendance. Thanks go to all who supported this event in any way!                                                                                                                                               
The Committee are busy organising more – mark in your diaries an Easter Event for families on 

Saturday 23rd March and Grounds Day at school on Thursday 28th March.                                           

We continue to be hugely grateful to HPPC for the funds they work so hard to raise for us as a 
school. The Committee donated £3,000 to the school in November. Some of this has been 
used to run the Christmas parties and to buy the new Library books. Further plans for the 
money include purchasing additional Literacy and PE resources.                                              
Watch this space for further updates!                                                                                             
Don’t forget, the HPPC are your Parent Council and are available for any feedback. They work 
alongside school staff in making and securing improvements for all. They have an active 
Facebook page and any of the reps can be contacted there at any time or through the ‘drop 
box’ in the school foyer.                                                                                                                       
All will also be made most welcome at the next meeting in the Staff Room on Wednesday 16th 
January at 7pm. 
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Meet with the Teacher 
It was great to have the chance to meet with so 
many of you at our Parents Appointments in 
November. Parents Appointments planned for later 
this term give you the chance to meet up with your 
child’s Class Teacher, once again, to discuss 
progress. 

These are set for Wednesday 20th March between 
5.30-8.30pm and Thursday 21st March between 
3.30-6.30pm. Our online booking system will go 
‘live’ on Monday 4th March and will remain open until 
6pm on Monday 18th March. Information on how to use 
the system has been sent via Expressions. Parents 
and Carers have fed back to us that you appreciated 
the opportunity to view your child’s work prior to 
attending your appointment. We will continue this 
practice and send home a pack with some of your 
child’s work for you to share together as a family and 
provide, once again, an opportunity to detail anything 
in particular you wish to talk about, forming that 
shared agenda for discussion.  

School Clubs 
Block Two clubs will be running this term, daily 3-4pm 
until w/e 8th March. Details of clubs are listed below: 

Monday: Nature Club (P1), Makaton (P4/5), Homework (P4-7), 
Football (P6/7), Netball (P6/7)                                                                        
Tuesday: Drama (P4/5)                                                                

Wednesday: Basketball (P2/3), Shinty (P4/5), Arts&Crafts (P4/5), 
Girls Football (P5-7), Scrap Booking (P5-7)                                            
Thursday: Origami (P2/3), Jewellery Making (P3/4), Table Tennis 
(P4/5), Badminton (P6/7), Choir (P4-7), Handbells (P6/7) 

P1 Story Sack Library 
Our newly augmented Storysack 

Library opens this term for P1 pupils 
on a rotational class basis. We do 
hope our youngest pupils will enjoy the 
sacks as they have fun sharing them at 
home with their families. Please 
remember to look after them and 
return them weekly. 

Class Photos 
The photographer 
from Tempest will be 
in school to take P1 
and P7 class photos 
on Wednesday 23rd 
January. Please make 
sure everyone in those 
classes is ‘buffed and 
coiffed’ for the 
occasion! 
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Scottish Week : 21st-25th Jan 
Our annual focus on Scottish culture is 
planned for this last week in January. We do 
hope you enjoy supporting your children as 
they learn poetry and songs so important to 
the heritage and culture of Scotland.             
Details of these will be sent home with your 
children and they will have the opportunity to 
perform them within classes. 

The culmination of the week is our school 
Assembly on the afternoon of Friday 25th 
January, when the children will gather 
together with invited guests from community 
groups to celebrate with recitations from 
trophy winners, a sing-along and a variety of 
other performances. Everyone can wear a 
‘touch of tartan’ that day. 

Attendance and Registration 
All of us are aware of the research that links good school attendance with raised attainment and 
achievement and at Hermitage Primary School we strive for the highest standards possible in this 
respect.                                                                                                                                   
Attendance is monitored carefully at our school and we aim to improve our attendance statistics. 
Please ensure your children are maintaining appropriate attendance for school and only absent 
when sick or incapacitated.                                                                                                         
Missing school days all mount up and this impacts of the consistency of learning and progress for 
your child. If your child is to be absent, please continue to alert the Absence Text Line, stating the 
reason for the absence and the likely date for return.                                                                
Punctuality is also important – even a 10 minute delay at 9am can mean your child missing out 
on the really important start that each morning brings in every classroom. Any children who arrive 
after the 9am bell need to access via the main school door and should report in with the 
attending Office staff.  

Please also note that holidays during term time are not encouraged and will be recorded as 
‘unathorised absences’ unless there are exceptional circumstances preventing a family taking 
their holiday during the identified school holiday periods.                                                                   
Let’s see if we can reduce the number of ‘lates’ and absences we are recording and work 
together to increase, not just attendance statistics, but also the attainment and achievement of 
each child. 
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Hermitage Primary School 
Office: 01436 672949 

Head Teacher:                     
Mrs Elspeth Davis 

http://www.hermitageprimary
school.org/ 

Term Dates ahead…                             
Mon 7th Jan   School opens – 9am 
14th – 18th Jan  P1 Enrolment Week 

Wed 16th Jan  Parent Council Meeting – 7pm 

21st – 25th Jan  Scottish Week  

Wed 23rd Jan  P1 and P7 Class Photos 

Fri 25th Jan  Scottish Afternoon (Pupils only) 
   P4 Cake Sale /  Garden Club Sale 

Mon 28th Jan  Learning Block 3 Begins 

Wed 30th Jan  P3/4 Author Visit (Library) 

Mon 4th Feb  HPPC Coffee Morn - 9am  

11th – 15th Feb  February Holiday Week 

Mon 18th Feb  School opens – 9am 

Fri 22nd Feb  P3 Cake Sale 

Fri 8th March  P6/7 Internet Safety Talks 

Mon 11th March P7 Rotary Quiz 

Wed 13th March Parent Council Meeting – 7pm 

Wed 20th March Parent Appts: 5.30-8.30pm 

Thurs 21st March Parents Appts: 3.30-6.30pm 

Sat 23rd March  HPPC Easter Event 

Thurs 28th March Grounds Day 

Fri 29th March  P4 Class Assembly – 9.15am 

Fri 29th March  School closes – 2.30pm 

Stationery Shop 
Don’t forget Primary Seven run our 
stationery shop for any small items 
children may want to replace for their 
pencil cases. The shop open on a Friday 
breaktime in the Hall and stock / prices 
are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber   20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Website QR 

Volunteers 
We are very keen to recruit more 
volunteers to assist with us in school. 

Currently we’re looking for people who 
would like to help out in P1 and P2, 
reading stories to small groups of 
children and helping out in Forest 
School on a Friday afternoon. 

We’d also love it if some folk felt able to 
join our daily rota for the School Library. 
This involves keeping the area tidy and 
organised, helping children select new 
books and log on to take their 
Accelerated Reading quizzes. Please let 
the Office know if you are interested. 


