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Writing
‘Children and young people will demonstrate their progress in

writing through the degree of independence they show, the
organisation and quality of their ideas, their skills in spelling,
punctuation and grammar, the match of their writing to audience
and the effectiveness of their use of language.’
Curriculum for Excellence
Writing is a major part of the curriculum and along with reading,
listening and talking, makes a significant contribution to the
development of children as thinkers and learners.

Writing at Hermitage
At Early level the development of fine
motor skills is the foundation for
writing.
Children are exposed to a whole range
of activities which help to develop their
fine motors skills to support their
writing as they get older.

Home Activities
Here are some activity ideas that you can do at home to support
the development of your child’s fine motor skills.
1. Threading- use a piece of wool, pipe cleaner or rope to
thread beads, buttons, pasta shapes etc.
2. Pasta beads- use different colours to paint pasta tubes.
Use a piece of wool or string to thread the colourful pasta
tubes and tie a knot with both ends to make your beads.
You can also encourage your child to sequence the colours
of pasta tubes they use.
3. Spaghetti beading- stick spaghetti onto a ball of clay or
playdough. Use beads or buttons to put on to the spaghetti
stick. You can encourage your child to sequence the
colours of beads or buttons.
4. Letter sand- Fill a tray with sand. Ask you child to write
certain letters/sounds in the sand.
5. Playdough- Encourage children to make specific
shapes/items out of playdough.

Home Activities (continued…)
6. 3D models- use lego or building blocks to create
their own 3D model.
7. Tweezers- use tweezers to pick up beads, buttons or
pom poms and transfer them into the appropriate (e.g.
by colour) bowl.
8. Slotting activities- Get children to slop shapes/coins
into the appropriate space.
9. Pom pom drop- Colour code 4 empty bottles. Using
the tweezers, the child picks up the pom pom and drops
it in the appropriate bottle.
10. Cutting activities- Children are encourage to cut
along the dotted line, keeping as close to the line as
possible.

Home Activities (continued…)
11. Sorting trays- use an empty egg box and place
different coloured dots on the bottom of each section.
Ask your child to sort beads, buttons or pom poms into
the correct section. Tweezers can also be used to
challenge your child more or get them to follow a
sequence card.
12. Cotton bud painting- Get you child to paint a
picture using a cotton bud as their paintbrush.
13. Pool Noodle- Cut a pool noodle into small pieces.
Use ribbon, string or rope to thread it through the
noodle pieces.
14. Eye droppers- The child uses eye droppers to
transfer water from a bowl into bottles tops/tubs. A
timer can be used as an added element of challenge.

