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Reading
‘Reading and responding to literature and other texts play a central

role in the development of learners’ knowledge and understanding.’
Curriculum for Excellence
Reading with your child for a short period of time each day can
have a positive impact on your child’s progress. To encourage and
increase your child’s interest in reading, establish a reading routine
with him/her everyday.

Reading at Hermitage
Here at Hermitage your child is set a
reading book as part of their weekly
homework from one of the following
reading programmes• Oxford Reading Tree
• Literacy World
From P5 pupils will also use class
novels to further develop their reading
skills.

Reading at School
• Key words introduced out of context.
• Some key words will be learnt as sight vocabulary and will not be able
to be sounded out.
• Pages will be prepared in class.
• Pictures and story discussed in a variety of ways.
• Encourage fluent reading.
• Lots of encouragement and praise to help make reading an enjoyable
and positive experience.

Reading at Home
• Reading issued Monday to Thursday- no homework at weekends.
• Key words at back of sounds book- please go over key words
daily. Children will be assessed on these words and they will be
highlighted when they can read them confidently.
• Any type of reading is beneficial e.g. comics, signs, nursery
rhymes.

How can I support my child reading?
Fun activities to support reading• Nursery rhymes- read nursery rhymes to your child on a regular basis.
Encourage them to point out the rhyming words. Ask your child to give
another word that rhymes with…
• Signs- Ask your child to read familiar signs in the local area e.g.
supermarket, shop, train station etc
• I-Spy- Play a game of i-spy to reinforce the initial sounds of words.
• Pairs- cut a piece of paper into ten cards. Select 5 words to play with and
write each word on two cards. Turn all the cards over and mix them up. The
objective is to find two matching cards with the same word on them.
Encourage the child to read aloud the word before they get the pair/point.

How can I support my child reading?
When reading a book with your child you should:
• Find a quiet place to read with your child.
• Look at the front cover and title. Discuss with you child what they think the book
might be about and explain their reasons.
• Ask your child to read the blurb and discuss the key information that they get from
it.
• As your child reads through the book, discuss with them what is happening in the
story and compare to situations/experiences that are familiar to them.
• Encourage your child to use pictures and words to help them to understand the
story as well as make reasonable predictions of what might happen next.
• Ask your child about their favourite character or part of the story and ask them to
explain why they like it.
• MOST IMPORTANTLY- enjoy your reading time together!
For further guidance
• https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/Documents/ReadingTips_PrimaryEN.pdf

Reading Toolkit
This is a reading toolkit to help you to support your child when reading at home.
• Look at the illustrations- Discussing the illustrations will give clues to the meaning
of the story.
• Read the title- The title gives important clues as to what the book will be about.
• Read the blurb- The blurb, on the back cover of a book, tells you a bit about the
story.
• Look at the first letters- By sounding out the first letters of a word, your child can
guess the rest of the word.
• Read on- Reading on to the end of the sentence allows your child to check if the
sentence makes sense.
• Read again- Reading the whole sentence or paragraph again to see if it makes sense.

Reading Toolkit (continued)
• Sound it out- Break down the word into sounds. Say each sound aloud
and blend together to form the word.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6FpUaHpie0
• Look at the length of the word- By looking at the length of the word and
using the context of the story, children can guess what it is.
• Spelling Rules- Encourage your child to think of words with the same
spelling rule. This helps them to make links with other words.
• Ask for help- Children should do this after trying out the other tools.

Discussion Detective
Here are some prompts to deepen your child’s understanding about the text.
Before reading the booko Look at the front cover. What do you think the book is about?
o Who is the author/illustrator?
o What do they do?
During the reading session
o What does that word mean?
o Can you give another word to mean….?
o What do you think will happen next? Can you explain why?
After the reading session
o Who were the main characters?
o Can you summarise the main points?
o Do you like the way the story ended? Can you think of your own ending for the story?

Useful Links
• http://www.readwritecount.scot
• http://www.scottishbooktrust.com
/reading/book-lists/themes/8-11
• https://education.gov.scot/parentz
one/learning-at
home/Supporting%20literacy%2
0at%20home

