
HERMITAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Service Choices 

The Council have published their 

Services Choices consultation 

document which outlines the 

proposed cuts across the council. 

There is a section which outlines 

education cuts, along with all other 

cuts. A total of £9 000 000 savings 

across the council for the next 2 

years. I would urge you to complete 

the online survey to help the 

councillors make the choices. It can 

be found at  http://www.argyll-

bute.gov.uk/moderngov/documents/

s103360/PR%20Planning%20our%

20future%20consultation%208%

20October%202015%20update.pdf 
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Pupil Council Members 

School News 
I am delighted to welcome the children back after a sunny and 

pleasant October holiday. Our sickness virus seems to have 

departed and everyone is looking healthy! 

We had our Harvest Service on Friday 9th October and the children 

all took part in a celebration of thanks for the food we eat. We were 

delighted with the response to our request for donations of food for 

the Helensburgh Food Bank and have received a thank you letter 

for our donations. Their stocks were low and they were most 

grateful for your very kind donations. 

Pupil Council  

Each class from primary four to seven elects Pupil Councillors to 

represent them at Pupil Council Meetings. 

Q: Who are our reps? 

A: They can all be seen in the photograph below. 

Q: What charities are they supporting this year? 

A: Local—Erskine Hospital, National—Shelter Scotland Global—

WWF 
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Football Team’s Success 
Mr Henry and Mr Redstone were delighted with the boys 

performance on both evenings. The boys played their first round 

matches on Friday 2nd October and narrowly lost their section. On 

the second evening the boys continued to play well scoring some 

amazing goals. This time they won all their matches and the 

Ardencaple Plate.  Well done boys! 

After School Clubs Start 

Once again this year the Hermitage staff have organised a large 

number of clubs to support children’s development outside the 

classroom. The £6 charge means that all clubs can purchase the 

resources they require to ensure the children have a productive 

hour after school in a fun environment. My grateful thanks to all 

staff who give so willingly of their time. 

Could I remind parents that staff take registers and any pupil not 

attending on a particular day must provide the club leader with a 

letter before the club. We have a legal responsibility for children 

signed up to clubs and if we cannot establish where a child’s is we 

must inform the police. This wastes police time if they are safe and 

with parents. Please take a minute to write a note for the club 

leader. 

 

Parent Council 
Our Parent Council work very 

hard to raise much needed funds 

to support our developments. 

Please support them with a little 

time at events, donations or by 

attending their fabulous events 

held regularly.  

On 30th October Halloween 

Parties are available for the 

children, letters have been 

issued.  Tickets are on sale at 

morning breaks in school or by 

ordering using the reply slip on 

the letter.  

The Christmas fair will be held on 

the school on Friday  27th 

November and promises to be an 

excellent evening. 

 

Staff News 

This term Mrs Grafton and Mrs 

Robinson return to Hermitage 

Primary. We are delighted to 

welcome them both back. Mrs 

Robinson will teach primary six 

and Mrs Grafton will teach 

both primary five and primary 

three.  

We still have a vacancy for a 

teacher 3 days per week which 

we were unable to fill. 

Football Team—Ardencaple Tournament—Plate Winners 



Hopscotch 

“Forces Kids” 

The Caledonian Trust 

very kindly provided an 

hour long show for 

children in primaries 

three to seven which 

demonstrated through 

drama how forces 

children feel when their 

paretns are aware. It was 

an excellent play well 

written and performed. 

We have many children 

who also have parents 

who are away on 

business for periods of 

time and this play was 

also significant for them. 

It has provided a very 

useful common platform 

for class discussions in 

PSD regarding change 

and separation. 

Houses 

We have a new houses 

chart in the main hall and 

many more house events 

are planned. New ways 

of being awarded points 

are now also in place. 

Monthly house winners 

will be announced at the 

achievement assemblies 

each week. 

Primary two enjoying a visit to Briarlands Farm 

Class Outings 
Primary two thoroughly enjoyed a trip to Briarlands Farm in 

Stirling. There was a good mixture of farming fun and learning 

about animals and crops. Well done to primary two for their 

excellent behavior. 

Primary four visited Vikingar in Largs at the same time as the 

Viking village was created on the promenade. They then brought 

their learning back to school and invited their parents to a very 

successful Viking afternoon where Viking drinks and food were 

available for tasting. Some visitors even learned to write like the 

Vikings! 

Primary six as part of their RME studies enjoyed a very interesting 

visit to a synagogue in Giffnock.  



Development Work 

 

This session staff have allocated five hours each term in addition to the in-service days to 

support the development work within the school. Ensuring that Hermitage is constantly seek-

ing ways to improve the educational provision of all our pupils. 

This session we have a variety of staff teams looking at different aspects including: 

 Maths and language summative assessment 

 Skills progression within social studies 

 Skills progression within technologies, including ICT and food technology 

 Skills progression in expressive arts particularly music and drama 

 

Our work is at a variety of stages but we expect most areas to be complete by June 2016 

and many aspects to be complete by December 2015. We hope to be providing all children 

with summative assessment in writing, reading and maths by June 2016. This should not be 

confused with standardised tests but will help the teachers ensure that learning taught is se-

cure and that our pace and standards are maintained and improved. 

Unfortunately due to staff shortages we are longer able to offer Spanish to the children and 

our PE development work has also required to be delayed until next session. 

Hermitage Primary School 

28 October    7.15pm 
 

Parent Council Meeting in school staffroom 

30th October 9.15am 
                      3.30 - 4.45pm 
                      5.00 - 6.00pm  
 

P6 Assembly 
P1 - P3 Halloween Party 
P4 - P7 Halloween Party 
 

4th November 7.20pm  P7 Technology Challenge 

6th November 9.15am P5 Assembly 

13th November In-service Day—school closed for pupils 

17th, 18th, 19th November Parents Meetings 

27th November Christmas Fair 

8th, 9th, 10th December School Show 

16th December  P4/5 Christmas Party in afternoon 

17th December P2/3 Christmas Party in afternoon  

18th December P1 Christmas Party 

21st December P6/7 party in morning 
 
Christmas Service at Helensburgh Parish Church at 
1.30pm 

22nd December  School closes at 2.30pm for holiday 

6 January 2016 School re-opens 

 


