
  Staffing News Welcome to Term 2! 
We hope everyone has had a great 
Autumn break and managed to enjoy 
some relaxation and fun. 

This term ahead is another busy one as 
we head towards the festive season. 
This Bulletin will give you brief details of 
events that are coming up and also 
some additional school information. 
Please read it carefully and take note of 
all important information. 

Don’t forget, the school calendar 
is update ‘live’ on the website. It’s worth 
visiting it regularly to keep up to date. 

The Team in the School Office has seen some major 
changes over recent months and I am now 
delighted to inform you of the appointments that 
have taken place to shape the new team working 
there.                                                                        
New to the team are Mrs Jean McHard and Mrs 
Margaret Blair - I know you will join me in making 
them very welcome to the ‘Hermitage Family!’                   
Please see below for details of work patterns for our 
Team so that you know who to is behind the desk or 
on the phone…                                                         
Mon-Fri: Mrs Jean McHard                                        
Mon, Tues, Thurs: Mrs Jennifer Michie                          
Wed, Fri: Mrs Andrea Butler                                        
Mon-Thurs: Mrs Margaret Blair 

We also welcome Mrs Freda Mucklow and Miss 
Fiona D’Arcy, teaching in P3b during Mrs 
Johnstone’s Maternity Leave. 

 

Our School Values 
As a school, we’ve been thinking more 
about the shared Values, which underpin 
our school ethos.                                       

Be Respectful                                   
Be Kind                                        

Be Responsible                                              
Be All You Can Be!                                

Let’s all work together to keep 
encouraging these attributes in everyone 
involved at Hermitage Primary! 
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Changing Weather 
We are coming into the season 
where our weather is not as 
favourable!  As we all know, living in 
the West of Scotland, our weather can change in 
an instant, so even if it starts out looking fine all 

children should have on a waterproof coat 

and suitable footwear. 

Wellies and a change of shoes are encouraged 
as many more of our learning tasks are done 
outdoors (weather permitting!)  If children are 
appropriately clad there is more chance we can 
get out and use our wonderful outdoor 
environment. 

Book Fair: 20-23 November 
Travelling Books will provide a Book Fair to 
us during Book Week in November, which 
will be located on the Stage.  

Pupils can bring money to school to buy 
their books on any day between 20th – 23rd   
November and parents can join their 
children to browse at the following opening 
times:  

Tues – Fri:  

10.45-11.45 am   

3.00-4.00 pm 

 

All spends will generate commission for 
the school to purchase additional stock for 
the School Library. 

Meet with the Teacher 
Don’t forget, our Parents Appointments this term give you the chance to meet up with your 
child’s Class Teacher to discuss progress. 

These are set for Wednesday 7th November between 5.30-8.30pm and Thursday 8th  
November between 3.30-6.30pm. Our online booking system is now ‘live’ and will remain open 
until 6pm on Tuesday 6th November. Information on how to use the system has been sent via 
Expressions.  Prior to our meetings, Learning Block 1 Reports will go into Planners on 3rd Nov 
and the Planner record pages give more detail on learning through this period. Staff will also 
send home a pack with some of your child’s work for you to share together as a family and an 
opportunity to detail anything in particular you wish to talk about, forming a shared agenda for 
discussion.  

Shells for Poppies 
Thank you to all who have contributed red, painted shells for 
the display the Community Council hope to create using 
these items. It would be great if we could supply some more 
so, if you are able, please gather some shells from the shore, 
paint them red and pop them in the collecting box at the 
Office. 
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Accelerated Reading gets a ‘Face-lift!’ 
The Accelerated Reading resource we use in school offers the capacity to radically change 
attitudes to reading in our children and to significantly raise attainment and achievement for all in 
this area.                                                                                                                                                   
On our October INSET days staff received additional training in how we can utilise this approach 
more effectively within our teaching and learning.                                                                 
Accelerated Reading in the upper stages will form a critical part of our Literacy strategy and we 
would like to share more about it with you.                                                                                               
During Book Week Scotland (19th-26th November) we will ‘re-launch’ Accelerated Reading for all 
of our pupils in P3-7 and also offer an Information Session for parents / carers in those year 
groups on Wednesday 21st November.                                                                                            
At this session, Mrs Davis, Mr Mulvenna and Miss Todd will explain how we use this resource and 
the support you can give in its success for your child. Please come along to the one at the time 
that suits you best: 3.15-4.00pm or 7.00-7.45pm 

Book Week Scotland: 19th-26th November 2018 
Literacy development and raising attainment in this area of the curriculum is a significant focus for 
us as a school this year.                                                                                                                    
Staff and pupils in P1 and P2 are partners in the local Authority’s ‘Emerging Literacy’ project and 
are working alongside colleagues within the regional National Improvement Collaborative to 
improve approaches to learning at this young age. Learning is progressive and matched to the 
pace of the child in learning. It is creative and focuses on engagement through play to learn the 
fundamentals of literacy skill.                                                                                                              
P3-7 classes are engaging more fully with Accelerated Reading (more of this below) and we hope 
to utilise the funds you have generously given through HPPC events to augment the literacy 
resources we have for all children in the school.                                                                               
Book Week Scotland gives us all a chance to celebrate reading; the joy of it, the skills in it and all 
it can do to enrich us. In addition to our Book Fair we have a number of very exciting activities 
planned for the week that involve the children learning together across the school.  Senior pupils 
will also be reading the short-listed books that make up contenders in the national Children’s 

Book Award. They’ll contribute their feedback and votes – I wonder if we’ll predict the winners?...                                                                                                                    
Keep an eye on our Twitter Feed through Book Week to see what we get up to!  
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Health and Wellbeing 
Flu Vaccinations: The school health team will be in school on Thursday 8th November to 
vaccinate those pupils who have parental consent. It is a simple procedure and administered by 
the nursing staff through a nasal ‘puff’.  

Head Lice: The problem of head lice reoccurs from time to time.  Should infection be detected 
there are two treatment approaches.  One approach is the use of insecticide lotion and an 
alternative is removal by wet combing, sometimes called "bug busting".  Guidelines from the 
Scottish Executive advise that parents should check their children's hair regularly using the "wet 
comb" method. "Wet combing involves washing the hair and applying conditioner, then combing 
through with a wide-tooth comb to remove tangles.  Taking a section at a time, a fine tooth 
detection comb is then pulled downwards through the hair, keeping the comb close to the scalp 
(where head lice are often located).  The comb is checked for lice after each section.  The comb 
must be fine enough to catch the lice and a pharmacist should be able to recommend a comb for 
this purpose, if parents are in any doubt.  This process should be completed weekly.  If head lice 
are found, all other family members should be checked and, if necessary, treated.  Checks should 
be continued after treatment to ensure that it has been effective and to detect any re-infection. 

Safety and Parking                             
at School Gates 
Police Scotland have asked us to remind you of 
the need to park considerately at our school 
gates.                                   

NO cars should be parked on yellow zig zags 
and the whole area should remain clear.  Please 
also respect driveways of residents who live 
close to the school. It is important that they can 
access their properties at all times.                                                                  

We wish to ensure the safety of all our pupils as 
they enter and leave the school grounds. 

Dogs at Gates 
Anyone bringing dogs to school gates are 
reminded that they should be kept on leads 
and appropriately controlled.                            
Many children are a little nervous around 
animals and the ‘busy-ness’ of the gates 
can cause some dogs to get over-excited. 

Absence Procedures               
07860 029895                       
Thank you for using our Absence Line to 
notify us. Please note this is a text service 
enabling you to leave a message, which is 
picked up by Office staff.                                     
It is important to include the reason for the 
absence and, when possible, a likely date 
for return. 

October  2018 Hermitage Primary Bulletin 



 5 

Christmas is Coming! 
I know it’s early, but a little advance notice of Christmas 
events…  Yet again, we are delighted that the HPPC are 
funding our special end of term treats and celebrations. 

All classes have a party to look forward to. Party clothes can 
be brought to school on the day of the event to change into 
at lunchtime, or pupils can opt for a home lunch on their day 
to get ready. 

The Infants will soon begin rehearsals for their Nativity play. 
Dates will be confirmed ASAP. It is highly likely there will be a 
couple of school performances and another at a different 
local venue. Certainly something to suit everybody! 

Our school choir have been invited to perform at the town 
Christmas Tree Festival and have begun practising their 
repertoire already. 

And the Pupil Council met on Friday to begin planning a 
‘Christmas Jumper Day’ for Save the Children on 14th Dec. 

Look out for an additional Christmas Bulletin during 
November with news of all of our December events. 

Twitter Launch! 
Our new 
Twitter Feed 
will go ‘live’ on 
Monday 5th 
November.              
This is a great way to stay in 
touch with the wide variety of 
learning and activity going on all 
around our school.                      
GDPR legislation and Internet 

Safety guidance is being 

followed to ensure safety of our 

children at all times.                        
We do hope many of you will 
‘sign up’ to ‘follow’ us on Twitter 
and will find it another valuable 
way to find out more of what’s 
happening in our school.                 
Our school feed is 
@HermitagePrim You can use 
this handy QR code to take you 
straight there and it will also 
appear on our school website. 

HPPC : Parent Council 
Our Parent Council have been working very hard and wish to thank everyone for the support 
they are receiving. Bake Sales from P6 and 7 have already raised £417.62 and we look forward 
to a further Bake Sale from P5 on 9th November.  

The Hallowe’en parties went with a swing on Friday evening and were very well attended. All 
the costumes were fabulous and the children had a wonderful time taking part in all the fun 
and games provided by Angela and her team of helpers. 

The Committee have a few events planned for this term and they’d love your support in these: 

Bag Pack – Saturday 10th November at the Co-Op                                                                            
Grounds Day – Saturday 17th November: a chance to help us tidy our school grounds.  
Christmas Fair – Friday 7th December: 3-5pm Always a popular event! 
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Term Dates ahead… 
Mon 22nd Oct  School opens – 9am 

Fri 26th Oct  HPPC Hallowe’en Parties 

Tues 30th Oct  Football Teams to Ferguslie 

Fri 2nd Nov  P2 Assembly – 9.15am 

Mon 5th Nov  Learning Block 2 begins 

Wed 7th Nov  Parents Appointments: 5.30-8.30 

Thurs 8th Nov  Parents Appointments: 3.30-6.30 

Fri 9th Nov  P5 Cake Sale 

Sat 10th Nov  HPPC Bag Pack 

Sat 17th Nov  Grounds Day 

19th – 23rd Nov  Book Week Scotland / Book Fair 

Wed 21st Nov  Accelerated Reading Parent Mtng 

Fri 30th Nov  P5 Assembly – 9.15am 

Fri 7th Dec  Clubs end 

Fri 7th Dec  HPPC Christmas Fair 

Mon 11th Dec  Infant Nativity (PM) 

Tues 12th Dec  Infant Nativity (eve) 

17th-20th Dec  Class Parties 

Fri 21st Dec  School Church Service :10am 

Stationery Shop 
Don’t forget Primary Seven run our 
stationery shop for any small items 
children may want to replace for their 
pencil cases. The shop open on a Friday 
breaktime in the Hall and  stock / prices 
are as follows: 

Pencil    10p 

Rubber   20p 

Ruler (30cm)   30p 

Whiteboard pen  50p 

Colouring pencils  80p 

Glue stick   30p 

 

Website QR 

Scotland Reads 
We are very keen to recruit more 
community volunteers to assist with us 
in supporting children reading in school. 

Due to the nature of this role, in working 
1-1 with individual children, it’s not 
really suitable for parent volunteers but 
is open to any grandparents who may 
have an interest in this area and have a 
little time to spare us. 

Please encourage anyone you know 
who may be interested and ask them to 
contact Mrs Lafferty-McGaw, via the 
School Office. 


